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CBSM Chairmanôs Message 
 

 
 

Greetings in the precious Name of our dear Lord 
and Savior Jesus Christ. 

We praise God for another edition of the Diakonia 
magazine and the unity of the members of the 
Editorial Board 2024, labouring together in 
producing our annual Brethren Assembly 
magazine.  

Unity makes hard work easy. As John Heywood 
says, ñMany hands make light work.ò   

The unity we have in Christ is far greater than 
what we commonly understand about unity. It is 
ñUnity of the Spirit,ò which is the overarching 
theme of Diakonia 2024. The tagline of the 
Diakonia magazine ñOne Lord, One Mission, One 
Faithò further strengthens this wonderful blessing 
that is ours in Christ.  

Christian unity is not created by us neither is the 
union among believers produced by us. It is 
already there; it exists the moment we are born 
again into the Body of Christ. The root word for 
unity refers ñto a condition of harmony or oneness 
that can only be experienced among members of 
Christôs bodyðthe church. This unity already 
exists as a spiritual reality through the work of the 
Holy Spirit in the believerôs life. Unity of the Spirit 
comes from God, but its expression can be 
destroyed by humans and, therefore, must be 
guarded and maintained.ò (Got Questions ï 
Keeping the unity of the Spirit in the bond of 
peace, Ephesians 4:3) 

Hence in Ephesians 4:3-6 Paul urges us to make 
every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit that 
binds us together in Christ.  

Ephesians 4:3-6 NKJV 

ñéendeavouring to keep the unity of the Spirit in 
the bond of peace. There is one body and one 
Spirit, just as you were called in one hope of your 
calling; one Lord, one faith, one baptism; one 
God and Father of all, who is above all, and 
through all, and in you all.ò  

To endeavor is to have an ñeagernessò to 
maintain the unity of the Spirit in the bond of 
peace (ESV), and to ñmake every effortò to 
keep the unity of the Spirit through the bond of 
peace (NIV). We should passionately pursue to 
keep the unity of the Spirit, making sure that no 
effort is spared in attaining this godly 
characteristic of Christian behaviour and 
Christian living.  

This unity ought to also take place "in the bond 
of peace." 

We can pursue the bond of peace by being like-
minded, having the same love, and being of one 
accord. (Philippians 2:1-2) 

Philippians 2:1-2  

Therefore if there is any consolation in Christ, if 
any comfort of love, if any fellowship of the Spirit, 
if any affection and mercy, fulfil my joy by being 
like-minded, having the same love, being of one 
accord, of one mind.  

There are numerous things that we can do to 
keep the unity of the Spirit. Some of these things 
are already in practice in our assemblies and 
should be continued in all eagerness. Besides 
that, unity of Spirit among different assemblies 
can also be seen in the collaboration of serving 
together in different areas of the Lordôs work. 

We see leaders and potential leaders coming 
together for leadership training courses like the 
School of the Shepherds courses, for children 
ministries like the STEM programs, for specific 
learning programs like the Christian Education 
Program, for OA ministries, for sports ministries 
like the COPA IBA, and so on. Being united in 
serving the Lord not only brings us closer in 
fellowship between one another, and between 
assemblies but also encourages one another and 
spurs each other to continue to serve the Lord.  

For example, Temerloh Gospel Chapel (TGC) 
runs the monthly OA Leadership Program with 
the help of the MPI ministry. About forty OA 
leaders and potential leaders from different 
districts in Pahang gather at TGC monthly. We 
have believers from five different assemblies 
working together in this training program, helping 
out as the trainer, facilitators, drivers, food 
preparation, and so on.  

Moving forward, assemblies, especially smaller 
ones, can reach out to other assemblies for help 
in specific ministries, serving together in the unity 
of the Spirit and giving all glory to the Father in 
Heaven.  

ñThe Heavens 
declare the glory of 
the Lord, and the 
skies proclaim the 
work of His Hands.ò  
 
Psalm 19:1 
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The editorial board of Diakonia is another fine 
example of members from various assemblies 
serving together in the unity of the Spirit. We take 
this opportunity to thank them for their labour of 
love. May we continue to make it our priority to 
endeavour to keep the unity of the Spirit in the 
bond of peace. 

To God Be The Glory. 

 

Chiew Sai Kee; tcjjjj@gmail.com 
CBSM Chairman 
2024-2025 

 

From CBSM General Secretaryôs Desk
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CBSM continues to work towards serving the 
assemblies better. Our goal is to enable and 
encourage brethren to work together in unity by 
facilitating communication and cooperation. This 
is often challenging since we all have our 
differences but we have the same Lord, same 
Mission and the same Gospel. Additionally, we 
are working towards a better representation of the 
assemblies and agencies to our brethren abroad 
and to the government. 

We are grateful to the assemblies who have 
prayed and contributed to the running of CBSM. 
We shall endeavour to serve the assemblies more 
effectively.  

Government Recognition of CBSM 

CBSM continues in its attempt to seek the 
recognition of the government so that CBSM may 
represent the assemblies in its affairs. This is only 
a representative ñfaceò to the government and is 
in no way meant to control or determine how each 
individual assembly is governed. Each assembly 
is still answerable to the Lord, not CBSM. This 
would be similar to NECF which does not 
determine the practices of their members. 
Recognition by the government can be helpful in 
several circumstances. For example, if a state 
government is allocating land for Christian 
churches, CBSM can represent the assemblies 
instead of the local assembly in the area which 
may not have the resources or number of 
believers to justify the need for the land. Or if the 
government seeks to tax an assembly for income, 
ñmembersò of CBSM can rightly justify that they 

are a church, especially where some of the 
assemblies have names that do not sound like 
traditional churches. Similarly, agencies such as 
Evangel or Emmaus can be clearly identified as 
religious bodies advancing the ñChristian religionò, 
and not be subjected to tax. 

After our meeting with the Senior Private 
Secretary to the Minister of Unity and presenting 
our package of documents last year, little has 
progressed. Follow up was difficult as calls went 
unanswered. We met with CFM, NECF and some 
knowledgeable brothers to strategize. It appears 
that it is not the role of the Ministry of Unity to 
recognize a Christian denomination. On further 
review of our own documents, the Marriage 
Ordinance 1956 (page 134) of the Federation of 
Malaya Government Gazette of 3rd October 1957 
had already recognized the Christian Brethren 
Churches as a Religious Denomination. The 
governing body of this denomination at that time 
was Venning Road Chapel which has since 
relocated and renamed Jalan Imbi Chapel (JIC). 
JIC together with the Assembly Leaders 
Conference elders had mandated CBSM to 
represent the Assemblies and Agencies in 
religious matters. This mandate is stated in the 
CBSM Trust Deed. These documents were 
submitted to the Christian Federation of Malaysia 
(CFM) and were verified. CFM then has written us 
a letter confirming that the Christian Brethren 
Churches is a recognized denomination prior to 
the formation of the Federation of Malaya.  

CBSM had also joined the National Evangelical 
Christian Fellowship (NECF) so that it is now 
recognized as a religious church body. 

We continue to strengthen our position by seeking 
to do two things. (1) To amend the CBSM Trust 
Deed to be named as CBCM Trust, i.e. Christian 
Brethren Church Malaysia Trust. This is to further 
reinforce to any reader/examiner to recognize that 
this Trust Deed is the governing deed for the 
ñBrethrenò Church and churches. (2) To register 
the CBSM Trust as Public Trust (as compared to 

mailto:tcjjjj@gmail.com
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the present CBSM Trust which is a Private Trust). 
A Public Trust needs to be registered with the 
Prime Ministerôs Department, and to submit 
financial accounts and hold an AGM (Annual 
General Meeting) annually to elect office bearers. 
We feel these are acceptable for CBSM although 
not for the assemblies. 

We trust these validations are sufficient should 
there be any queries from Lembaga Hasil Dalam 
Negeri (LHDN; Income Tax) or the government. 
Pray with us as we seek to better serve and 
protect our assemblies. 

Bank Accounts 

CBSM continues to assist assemblies and 
agencies to open bank accounts with Public Bank. 
Assemblies are not seen as legal entities by the 
government and banks. However, our early 
trustees had an agreement with Public Bank to 
allow ñmembersò of CBSM to open bank accounts. 
It requires a set of documents from CBSM and 
some from the local assembly. We thank the Lord 
that this arrangement has been successful in most 
cases although we have encountered difficulties 
and rejection from some branches. Hence our 
endeavor to get CBSM recognized by the 
government to help resolve this predicament. 

Assembly Leadership Conference 2023 (ALC 
2023) 

A full blown ALC was held in 2022 at Port Dickson 
Methodist Centre even though it was not the year 
for ALC. ALC is usually held biennially during 
which trustees are nominated and elected, viz. 
2021, 2023, and 2025. Since weôve already had 

an ALC in 2022, 
the trustees 
decided to have a 
mini 1-day ALC for 
fellowship, updates 
and election of 
trustees. The ALC 
theme was Press 
On and was held at 
Petaling Jaya 
Gospel Hall 
(PJGH) on 4th 
November 2023. 
We are grateful to 
PJGH for letting us 
meet there and for 
their full support in 
the amenities, 

audio-video 
equipment, kitchen 
facilities and 

presence. We had 60 in physical attendance and 
17 online.  

Among the items presented and discussed were 
CBSM Government Recognition, Church 
Revitalization, NGC Project 100, Nepal Mission 
and IBCM8 Follow up. Presented slides can be 
made available for those who are interested. At 
the elders meeting, Trustees for 2024-2025 were 
elected.  

Youth Rally 

At the ALC 
presentation of 
IBCM8 (which was 
held in June 2023), 
it was suggested 
that a follow up of 
the successful 
IBCM8 Youth Rally 
at Jalan Imbi 
Chapel would 
continue the 
momentum. This 
was taken up by 
the organizers of 
the IBCM8 Youth 
Rally. As a result, 

the Youth Rally 2024 was held at Petaling Jaya 
Gospel Hall on 10th August. The theme was ñIn 
Christ I am........ò. Colin Wong was the plenary 
speaker and 3 workshops were conducted, 
namely (1) Vocation, (2) Gender and Sexuality 
and (3) Mental Health. 132 Youths participated in 
the Rally. We thank the Lord for the committee 
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that worked very hard for the Rally and pray that 
the Lord will continue the good work amongst the 
youths. 

 

Church Revitalization 

Another issue identified by CBSM is the plight of 
the small assemblies in small towns. Many have 
buildings and properties but few believers. CBSM 
is looking into how the assemblies can work 
together to assist these little flocks. We are 
thankful to Dr. Khong for generating the STEM 
programs to help the assemblies use the 

programs to run children and teenôs programs. 
Pray with us as we seek the Lordôs wisdom. 

Legacy Fund 

CBSM has a fund which weôve named the Legacy 
Fund, available for assemblies and agencies who 
may need some funds to start or renew their 
mission efforts. This fund has been contributed by 
brethren who have gone to be with the Lord. There 
are some guidelines to ensure the fund is used 
well, one of which is that it is limited to RM50K. 
Write to CBSM if your assembly or agency has a 
missionôs project that is in need of funds. 
cbsm0709@gmail.com 

CBMPTB Office 

CBMPTB (Christian Brethren Malaysia Properties 
Trust Berhad) official address now is at CBSM 
Office. The Title Deeds are now safely kept in the 
fireproof safe at the office. We thank the Lord for 
the new CBMPTB Company Secretary, brother 
Ng See Yen who will be operating out of the 
shared CBSM office. The CBMPTB email contact 
is: cbmptb@gmail.com   

In Him, 
Teo Pek Bing; cbsm0709@gmail.com 
General Secretary CBSM

From Diakonia Editorôs Desk 

WELCOME! 
 

It is with great joy and 
gratitude that I welcome 
you to the latest edition of 
Diakonia 2024 magazine. 
As we gather together in 
these pages, we are 
united by a shared faith, a 
common hope, and a 
deep love for our Lord 

Savior, Jesus Christ. 

In a world filled with noise and distractions, this 
magazine serves as a source of peace, inspiration, 
and spiritual nourishment. Our goal is to provide a 
space where you can deepen your relationship 
with God, grow in your understanding of His Word 
and connect with a community of believers who 
walk alongside you in this journey of faith. Each 
article, reflection, and testimony shared is a 
testament to the power of God's grace and the 
transformative work of His in our lives. From 
stories of redemption and healing to insights on 

prayer, worship, discipleship, this magazine seeks 
to uplift, encourage, and challenge you in your 
walk with Christ. 

As we explore the themes of faith, hope, and love 
in the pages ahead, may you be inspired to draw 
closer to God, to lean into His promises, and to live 
out His love in all areas of your life. May you find 
solace in the midst of life's storms, strength in 
times of weakness, and joy in the presence of our 
Savior who walks with us every step of the way. 

I encourage you to engage with the content to 
reflect on the messages shared and share your 
stories of faith and transformation with us. Your 
voice is a valuable part of our community, and your 
experiences can serve as a source of inspiration 
and encouragement to others who may be walking 
a similar path. 

The theme for this yearôs Diakonia 2024 is ñUnity 
of the Spiritò with the Bible verses taken from 
Ephesians 4: 3 ï 6. In a world marked by division 
and discord, the call for unity resonates deeply 
within the hearts of believers. As Christians, we are 
called to walk in unity, bound together by the Spirit 
of God and the love of Christ. Ephesians 4: 3 ï 6 

mailto:cbsm0709@gmail.com
mailto:cbmptb@gmail.com
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reminds us of the importance of preserving the 
unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace: 

"Make every effort to keep the unity of the Spirit 
through the bond of peace. There is one body and 
one Spirit, just as you were called to one hope 
when you were called; one Lord, one faith, one 
baptism; one God and Father of all, who is over all 
and through all and in all." (Ephesians 4:3-6, NIV) 

The unity of the Spirit is not merely a superficial 
agreement or a temporary alliance; but it is a deep 
and profound bond that unites believers across 
diverse backgrounds, cultures, and traditions. It is 
a unity that transcends human differences and 
reflects the oneness of God's kingdom. 

As we reflect on these verses, we are reminded of 
the essential elements that underpin our unity in 
Christ. We are one body, interconnected and 
interdependent, each member playing a unique 
and valuable role in the body of Christ. We are 
indwelt by one Spirit, the Holy Spirit, who 
empowers and guides us in our journey of faith. 

Our unity is grounded in one hope ï the hope of 
salvation and eternal life in Christ. It is anchored in 
one Lord, Jesus Christ, who is the center of our 
faith and the source of unity. We are united in one 
faith, a shared belief in the Gospel of Christ that 
unites us across denominational lines of 
differences. 

Through one baptism, we are initiated into the 
family of God, symbolizing our identification with 
Christ in His death and resurrection. And above all, 
we are united in one God and Father, the source 
of all creation and the ultimate source of our unity. 
He is the God who is over all, through all, and in 
all, weaving a tapestry of unity that transcends 
human understanding. 

As we strive to keep the unity of the Spirit in the 
bond of peace, let us embrace our common 
identity as children of God and co-heirs with Christ. 
Let us seek reconciliation, understanding, and love 
in our relationships with one another, bearing with 
one another in love and humility. 

May the unity of the Spirit be a shining testimony 
to the world of the transformative power of Christ's 
love. May it be a beacon of and a source of 
strength in times of division and strife. Let us walk 
in unity guided by the Spirit, and bound together in 
the love of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. 

Thank you for being a part of our community, for 
sharing in our mission, and for allowing us to be a 
part of your spiritual journey. May God bless you 
abundantly as you read, reflect, and grow in faith 
through the pages of this magazine. 

On a final note, I take this time to thank all 
contributors and especially to the editorial team for 
an awesome and splendid job in preparing, editing, 
and designing each article!  You may find the PDF 
version at CBSMôs website 
(https://www.cbsm.com.my/site/diakonia/). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Samuel Chandy; sam@elim.my 

Chat @ Diakonia 

diakoniacbsm@gmail.com 

Diakonia 2024 Editorial Board 

Top Left to Right: 
Teo Pek Bing (Sg Nibong Gospel Hall), Dr 

Khong Yoon Loomg (Bukit Mertajam Gospel 
Centre), Samuel Chandy (Seremban Gospel 

Chapel) 
Bottom Left to Right: 

Rodney Tan (Melaka Gospel Chapel), Selina 
Tan (Bandar Puchong Gospel Centre), Lee Zhi 

En (Temerloh Gospel Chapel), Joel Chooi 
(Sunway Gospel Chapel), Yap Yoke Chin 

(Temerloh Gospel Chapel) 

https://www.cbsm.com.my/site/diakonia/
mailto:sam@elim.my
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Love Nepal (Nepallai Prem Garau) 
Tan Boon Hong (bhtan01@gmail.com) 

Nepal Mission Trip 2023  - 10th to 19th November 2023 

 
 

Mission team at Triek Mukti 
Church, Bhalumara ï Chitwan, 

Nepal 

 

Hannah Cheng Lee Ah Bandar Sunway Gospel Centre 

 

Ngai Kuan Yew  

Tan Boon Hong  

Yap Fook Loy Bentong Gospel Centre 

Rodney Tan Chai Whatt Melaka Gospel Chapel 

How Pooi Han Sungei Way Christian Church 

Kong Lai Meng  

 

Melinda Loh Yuet Woon The Life Chapel 

Rachael Yapp Wye Ching  

Sean Oluwarantimi Alabi  

Sylvia Christie  

Tan Sean Yii  

 
The annual Combined Assembly Mission Trip is intended to provide an opportunity for believers to 
participate in the ministry of encouragement and to tell of the wonderful acts of God. 12 believers from 5 
worship centres in Malaysia spent about 10 days of togetherness led by the Spirit to be ambassadors 
for Christ Jesus in Nepal. 

Bro. Amar, sis. Shanta, Priscilla and Shikshita from Kathmandu Mission Centre (KMC) joined the team for 
ministry in Madi, Bhalumara and Dhading Hills.  

As in previous years, many who went said that the trip had been an óeye-openerô on matters concerning 
the mission work in Nepal and what God is doing. The team was met with enthusiasm at every stop and 
many were touched by the love and warm fellowship. Many felt that they have been blessed by those they 
went to bless. We are very thankful to God for having watched over the team, for the smooth journey and 
the wonderful togetherness in building up one another. To God be the glory! 

Nepal Mission trip contd. 

 

 

 
 

Katmandu Mission Centre 
Imadol, Lalitpur 
 
The missioners broke bread 

with the believers on 2 

Saturdays. 

Bro. Rodney shared Godôs 

word from the pulpit after 

which the missioners led the 

Sunday School, Menôs 

Fellowship, Ladiesô 

mailto:bhtan01@gmail.com
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Fellowship and Young 

Peopleôs Fellowship. 

 

The mission team had the 

opportunity to see the piece 

of land in Chalnakhel that 

had been purchased for 

construction of the Church 

Building. 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
Basantapur Fellowship 
Basantapur, Madi, Chitwan 
 
A company of believers 

came together to praise God 

and hear Godôs message 

delivered by bro. Yap Fook 

Loy. 

The men, ladies and young 

people gathered separately 

after that for a time of 

fellowship and sharing. 

The team then went for 

visitation to 3 families in this 

rural and mainly agricultural 

region. 

The gathering of children 

took place in the late 

afternoon during which the 

Children Ministry Team 

conducted a wonderful 

session, telling about God 

the Creator and Jesus the 

Saviour of the world   



 

From Around the Assemblies (Local / Overseas) 
 

8 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

Triek Mukti Church 

Bhalumara, Chitwan 

 

This is the first time, a mission 

team from KMC ministered in 

the village of Bhalumara. This 

visit was at the invitation of the 

leadership of the Triek Mukti 

Church, through bro. Saurab 

Chepang, who used to worship 

in Bandar Sunway Gospel 

Centre. The village is 

predominantly óChepangô, an 

indigenous people group. 

There was a time of devotion, a 

time of fellowship among the 

men, ladies and young people. 

More than a hundred children 

came for the Childrenôs 

gathering during which God the 

Creator and Jesus the Saviour 

of the world were wonderfully 

taught. 

  

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

Dhading Hills Fellowship 

Dhading Besi 

 

The team went through the 

experience of walking up and 

down slopes, typical of life in 

the mountains, and they did so 

in good spirit. 

Many in the area came to 

participate in the activities 

which included a time of 

devotion where bro. How Pooi 

Han delivered Godôs message.     

After that, separate fellowship 

meetings for the men, ladies 

and young followed. About 60 

came for the Childrenôs 

Gathering which had to be 

done outdoors because of the 

lack of space. 
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Ministry in Nepal 

 

 

The work in Nepal is led by the Nepal Mission Team consisting of Bandar Sunway Gospel Centre 

(BSGC), Melawati Gospel Centre (MGC) and Subang Jaya Gospel Centre (SJGC). 

Chairman: Michael Fun 

Deputy Chairman: Ng See Yen 

Secretary: Tan Boon Hong 

Treasurer: Ng See Yen 

Committee members: Mow Kam Yeen, Chai Cheng Sheng, Shanmugam, Yap Kok Keong 

The committee continues to oversee the 3 
worship centres in Kathmandu, Madi and 
Dhading with the help of local leaders; Amar 
Tamang, Abraham Sunar and John Prakash 
respectively.  Annual Bible teaching seminars 
assisted by GLO Malaysia and short-term 
mission trips are carried out to help build up the 
local believers through education and 
encouragement. 

The committee invites for more assemblies to 
join in the work. 

One major project that started in recent years is 
to construct a building for the church in 
Kathmandu. Fundraising and the search for 
suitable land began in September 2022. The 
2400 sq.ft. land in Chalnakhel, southwest of 
Kathmandu city, was purchased for a sum of 
RM319,000.00 on 2nd October 2023. The area is 
less densely populated, with a good mix of 
farmers and urban dwellers. It is on the side of a 
hill near a small village where the residents are 
mostly Buddhists. 

We are very thankful to God for the land which 
was purchased with the help from the assemblies 
in Malaysia. 

 

The planning, design and costing for the building 
is in progress. It is estimated that a sum of about 
RM150,000.00 will be required. We pray that 
construction may start in September 2024 and 
gathering for worship to begin in April 2025. 

Contributions from believers and assemblies can 
be banked to: 

Bandar Sunway Gospel Centre, Public Bank 
Account No. 3097535806 (óKMC Building 
Fundô). Contact person: Tan Boon Hong (BSGC), 
019-3207061, bhtan01@gmail.com. 

 

mailto:bhtan01@gmail.com
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A Building for Kathmandu Mission Centre (KMC) 

 

 
The Move: From Imadol to Chalnakhel 

 

 
The Land: Chalnakhel 2400 sq ft 

 

 
Conceptual Design 
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What Are My (Church) Priorities? 
Jimmy Chok (jchokkh@gmail.com) 
 

Benjamin is 2+ years old and Samuel is 4. 
Yesterday, at the hospital to visit Benjamin, I 
was told of a hospital ruling for Ward 8C that 
allows only parents to visit or accompany the 
sick child. So, with Sennu the mother at the 
entrance, we prayed for Benjamin! Today, his 
blood count is still not up to normal. 

For most, incidences like this may be normal 
life encounters. However, for Amos and 
Sennu who are full-time refugee church 
workers, I wonder if they struggle with the 
question, ñWhat are our priorities?ò 

Since mid-2022, with an influx of Myanmar-
speaking refugees, the ñhotò topic in MMM is 
ñCross-cultural Mission Amongst Myanmar 
Speaking Refugeesò!  We pray and work 
towards building up the Myanmar Churches 
to learn from those already reaching-out and 
take up the challenge!  Much hope is on 
brother Amosô shoulder to teach and lead the 
Myanmar flock!    

In the context of cross-cultural mission, is the 
question of ñprioritiesò (or, one step 
back, òrelevanceò), appropriate for Malaysian 
Assemblies too?  Possibly, at the least, 
rendering some support for brother Amos?  

About 20 years ago, some in The Household 
of God have regarded the foreign workers 
and refugees scenario on our shore in the 
similar understanding as that of Rick Warren 
years ago in his book ñThe Purpose Driven 
Churchò. Rick basically says near the 
beginning of that book, ñIf you want your 
church to make an impact, find out where 
God is already moving in your community 
and join in. Ride the wave, because you canôt 
create waves of divine activity just like you 
canôt create waves in the ocean.ò Another 
church leader in our era has similarly 
experienced this and he said:  ò Thatôs what 
you see in the book of Acts multiplied 1000 
times.ò  
(https://outoftheoverflow.com/2011/05/24/th
e-holy-spirit-do-we-make-waves-or-ride-
waves/) 

May we pray and seek, as a matter of priority, 
to ride the surf of The Holy Spirit in our times! 

(NOTE:  For Malaysia Myanmar Ministry 
(MMM), monthly financial reports and prayer 
points are sent to all Assemblies via CBSM.) 

 

Jimmy Chok 
15/7/2024 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Today is Sunday (14/7/2024). On Friday 
12:15am, I received the following  message 
from brother Amos,  our full-time  Myanmar 
church pastor: ñHi- Elder Jimy:  Prayer 
Request: My two boys are sick with fever , 
diarrhea and vomitting, to day the younger 
Benjamin is admitted to Sungai Buloh 
Hospital - Benjamin with Sennu at Hospital . 
Samuel at home with me.  Please pray for my 
family. Thank you and God bless.ò 
 
[Later, at 8:16 pm] Amos replied to my 
message of prayer: ñThank you Elder Jimmy, 
Benjamin is still in Hospital with sennu- and 
still going on the diarrheas. By grace, Samuel 
is a bit getting better at home- We do not 
know yet the costs- Deposit Rm 1500 was 
given to hospital.Thank youò 
 

mailto:jchokkh@gmail.com
https://outoftheoverflow.com/2011/05/24/the-holy-spirit-do-we-make-waves-or-ride-waves/
https://outoftheoverflow.com/2011/05/24/the-holy-spirit-do-we-make-waves-or-ride-waves/
https://outoftheoverflow.com/2011/05/24/the-holy-spirit-do-we-make-waves-or-ride-waves/
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Mental Health Matters! 
Datin Indranee Liew (indraneeliew@gmail.com, +60125342022) 
Mental Health First Aid Instructor (UK), TCF Preschool Project Manager, Educational Consultant & Trainer 
ǒ IGCSE 

ǒ Behavior Management & Learning Strategies 

 
Mental health is a fundamental component of 
overall health, and it affects our thinking, feelings 
and behaviour. It determines how we manage 
stress, relationships and make decisions. 

The Mental Health Continuum model depicts 
mental health on a line where a personôs mental 
health can range from positive mental health to 
mental illness. 

 

Mental illness can affect anyone regardless of 
age, economic status or race. Children and 
young adults can struggle with mental health 
issues just as working adults, new mothers and 
the elderly.  

Talking about mental health is nothing to be 
ashamed of and should be routine as talking 
about physical health. Having mental health 
issues is nothing to be ashamed of and should 
never be regarded as personal failure. In reality, 
conversations about mental health and 
accessing professional help alleviate 
unnecessary emotional suffering. 

When life challenges us, mental resilience helps 
us to live in turbulent circumstances that agitate 
our mental health. Resilience is the ability to 
surmount difficulties and recover from adversity. 
Living in safe and healthy communities boosts 
human resilience to enable people to cope with 
traumatic and stressful situations.  

Christians have a special source of resilience. 
Christian life supports and develops our 
resiliency through prayer and Bible study that 
draw our mindset towards God. 

 

Psalm 121:1  

I lift up my eyes to the hills-- where does my 
help come from? My help comes from the 
LORD, the Maker of heaven and earth 

 

Ecclesiastes 4:9-10,12 

Two are better than oneéIf either of them 
falls down, one can help the other upé. 
Though one may be overpowered, two can 
defend themselves. A cord of three strands is 
not quickly broken. 

 

NURTURING MENTAL WELL-BEING 

People with good mental health are generally 
positive and happy, live productive lives, take 
care of their health and enjoy a sense of 
community and social well-being. Some ways to 
nurture positive mental well-being: 

1.  Balanced nutrition 

2.  Adequate sleep  

3.  Movement - getting up and moving every 30 
ï 45 minutes  

4.  Executing an enjoyable exercise routine 

5.  Setting boundaries; know how much you can 
and cannot do so you donôt over-commit by 
taking on too many responsibilities 

6.  Perspective or mindset - Proverbs 17:22: A 
cheerful heart is good medicine, but a 
crushed spirit dries up the bones. 

Good mental health enables us not only to cope 
with life but also to enjoy it so itôs certainly worth 
pursuing! 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:indraneeliew@gmail.com
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The Karen tribe believed that they were a people 

who have lost their way from the Father, but one 

day a younger white brother will come with a book 

to show them the way back to the Father. God 

protected them and prepared them for the gospel 

through this óprophecyô in their belief system.  The 

Buddhists were not white and they didnôt have a 

book. The Muslims had a book but they were not 

white. They waited for hundreds of years till a 

white missionary came with a book and showed 

them the way back to the Father. Back then, many 

Karen tribal people who lived in the hills were 

stateless.  They yearned to belong to a kingdom and 

be granted citizenship. Through Christ, they found 

their way back to the Father.  Through Christ, they 

now belong to the eternal Kingdom of God and 

have become citizens of heaven. 

Sangkhim Canaan School, 
Kampung Chhnang, Cambodia 
Annie Khoo (khoo.annie@gmail.com) 
 

Unity of the Spirit. 
...one body éone Spirit éone hope 

éone Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God 
and Father of all, who is over all  

and through all and in all. ~  Eph 4:3-6 
 

Representing 4 different ethnic groups, we 
prayed in 4 different languages, each taking turns 
to pray for one another in our own heart 
language. As our prayers rose up to God our 
Father, we felt the unity of the Spirit in a very deep 
and special way.  

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dena, from Myanmar, is from the Karen tribe. 
She was studying in Myanmar, specialising in 
prosthetics. Her experienced trainers were from 
Cambodia, a country with the highest ratio of 
mine amputees per capita in the world. Due to 
the war in Myanmar getting more intense, the 
Cambodian trainers were evacuated and 
returned to Cambodia. As a result, in 2022, Dena 
was sent to continue her training in Cambodia.  
Dena found Sangkhim church on 2nd June, 2024. 
She could only join us for a few weeks before 
having to go to another province for 6 months to 
complete her training. Although Dena is a 4th 
generation Karen Christian, she had not known 
about how God had preserved and prepared her 
tribe for the gospel. My first mission exposure trip 
was to the Karen tribe more than 20 years ago. I 
thank God for the opportunity to introduce Dena 
to her special Karen heritage and to inspire her 
to bring the message of Salvation and Hope 
back to her people who are in the midst of war.   

 

Thank God for sending Hanna to us on 8th April, 
2024, as a missionary intern. At 12, Hanna met a 
missionary nurse, and she was inspired to serve 
God in other countries as a missionary nurse too. 
That vision shaped her direction in life. After 
graduating, she worked 4 years as an A&E nurse, 
and another 4 years as a mid-wife. Finally, after 
18 years of focused perseverance, Hanna is now 
doing basic language study and will begin her 
mission as a school nurse in August. The 
caretakerôs house at school is being renovated 
and will be called The Shepherdôs Heart, where 
Hanna will offer health care and Annie will offer 
counselling. Pray that Christôs Shepherd Heart 
will be demonstrated through us and that this will 
be another way we can lead the lost and hurting, 
back to the Shepherd and Overseer of our souls. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rachel(Khmer), Dena(Karen), Annie & Hanna(Japanese) 
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Thank God that through contributions from 
believers, The Bible Centre and dorms are now 
ready. Thank God too as The Bible Centre 
committee works to develop a wholesome 
curriculum, we are excited to see how things are 
taking shape as each one does their part. Pray 
that the Lord will call the right people to our 
residential training programme starting in 
January 2025.  We commit to disciple each 
student the Lord sends to us, equipping them to 
be disciple-makers. We pray that The Bible 
Centre will be a place where Cambodians from 
different places and backgrounds, will grow to 
have the likeness and the mind of Christ, to 
understand and do the will of the Father. May 
each student be transformed to be someone that 
God can send out as missionaries, church 
planters, ministry leaders, or career people who 
can effectively disciple others as they expand and 
establish God's Kingdom everywhere that He 
sends them.  Pray for our team to be united in 
spirit as we prepare ourselves for such a task.  

 

 

Truly, we cannot do it apart from being united and 
by God's grace and enablement.  We value your 
partnership through prayer and other ways as the 
Lord may lead you. 

 

https://www.facebook.com/biblecenterkampongc

hhnang/ 

 
By His Grace, 

Annie Khoo 
24/07/2024 

khoo.annie@gmail.com 

φ  LOVE GOD  φ  LOVE 

OTHERS  φ MAKE 

DISCIPLESφ 
If you would like to visit, support or partner with 
us in any way, please write to brother Kian at 

kian@jian.org for more details.  
 
 

¢ƘŜ {ƘŜǇƘŜǊŘΩǎ IŜŀǊǘΦ 

 

The Bible Centre 

 

 

The Dormitories 

mailto:khoo.annie@gmail.com
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Bound by Faith: Be Intentional to be Christlike 
Philippines Brethren Assemblies ï Ministry Updates 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

As we reflect on the past months, we are filled with gratitude and awe at the goodness and 
faithfulness of God in our ministry. His guidance and blessings have been evident in every event, 
fellowship, and outreach we have undertaken. Through His grace, we have seen growth, both spiritually 
and numerically, in our church family. We have experienced the joy of new beginnings, the strengthening 
of bonds within our community, and the opportunity to share His love and message with many. 

This year, our theme is "Be Intentional to Be Christlike," with a focus on "Unity in Spirit." Together, 
we are striving to emulate Christ in our actions, thoughts, and interactions, ensuring that our unity is a 
reflection of His love and teachings. We have witnessed the power of this unity in every aspect of our 
ministry. Together, we have come together as one body, united in purpose and spirit, to serve our Lord 
and spread His message of love and hope. From anniversaries and fellowship gatherings to community 
outreach and educational events, each activity has been a testament to His enduring love and provision, 
demonstrating what we can achieve when we stand together in His name. This intentional approach has 
brought us closer as a congregation, enabling us to serve our Lord more effectively and to spread His 
message of love and hope. 

KaPaSan -FaCa is in consistent prayer for Godôs wisdom and leading for the ministries entrusted 
to the church and continues to adhere to Jesus command in Matthew 28:19-20 saying ñGo, therefore and 
make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy 
Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you;ò and holding on to the promise that ñand 
lo, I am with you always, to the close of the age.ò 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

VOLUME 04   *   JANUARY *DECEMBER 2024 

MISSION TRIPS 

Commended Workers Fellowship 
Team visited and conducted 
Special Studies in ñOne Mindanao 
Churchesò, which aims to unite all 
Brethren Churches in Mindanao 
Team: from Left to Right 
           Ike Villareal 
           Robert Roberto 
           Joel Alviar 
           Jim Mendoza 
           Murel A. Espiritu 
           Carlos Padilla 
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Prayed for Bro. Berlin Ducut, pioneer of 
Christian Brethren Churches in Mindanao 

They are praying for a Campsite in 
Mindanao 

ENTRUSTING THE WORD FELLOWSHIP 

donated 14 Solar Lights to churches in Laak 

Davao de Oro, Mindanao 

PRAYER REQUESTS 

 
CORON , PALAWAN Outreach  
 

Please pray for this piece of land donated by 

one of ETWF members (2,000 sq. m.) 

¶ Construction of a Church Building and 

Home for the Aged for Workers 

¶ For committed workers and financial 

provision 

 
FATIMA & CARDONA Outreaches  

¶ Church Building 
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ACTIVITIES FOR THE FIRST HALF OF THE YEAR. 

 

 

 

The past 26 years, Godôs faithfulness has been evident, leading to the establishment of five  churches 
KaPaSan -FaCa Churches, composed of KAsinay Church, PAlangoy Gospel Chapel, and SAN Carlos 
Church, FAtima  Chapel and CArdona Church.  

 

 
 

 

 

 

.  

 

PALANGOY GOSPEL CHAPEL 

Palangoy Gospel Chapel (PGC) 
26th Anniversary Celebration (19 May 2024) PGC SUMMER VBS 2024 

ENTRUSTING THE WORD FELLOWSHIP (ETWF) 

 

Womenôs Thanksgiving Fellowship  
Theme: ñMighty Woman of Valor,ò 
highlighted the significant role of women in 
the ministry of the Lord 

Fire Prevention Month Symposium (March 
3, 2024) aiming to educate the youth on 
preventive measures and safety protocols 
during a fire. 
 

 

Youth Ministry Friendship Day (12 March 2024) 

 

 

Senior Couples Summer Fellowship  
(April 7, 2024) Theme: ñTogether Forever.ò  
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Summer VBS (June 10-14, 2024) 
Theme ñSalvation: The Godôs Gift.ò 
Ninety-nine children aged 4-12 y.o.  

 

Parentsô Day Celebration (June 23, 2024) 
ETWF Honoring parents as commanded in 
Exodus 20:12.  

 
 

ENTRUSTING THE WORD COMMUNITY CHURCH-CARDONA 

ETWFôs outreach in Cardona, the 5th outreach will 
be celebrating its 1st year Anniversary on August 
11th  2024. As we welcome these new believers, 
let us remember the words of Acts 2:47, "And the 
Lord added to their number daily those who were 
being saved." This growth is a powerful reminder 
of our mission to spread the Gospel and our 
commitment to being intentional in living Christ-like 
lives, united in spirit and purpose. 

1st VBS with 25 children 



 

From Around the Assemblies (Local / Overseas) 
 

19 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ENTRUSTING THE WORD CHURCH- FATIMA 

A Year of Growth and Blessings: 
ETWCF 1ST Year anniversary 
 

1st  VBS with 70 children 

ENTRUSTING THE WORD CHURCH- KASINAY 

Entrusting The Word Church- 
Kasinay CHILDRENôS Ministry  

 

1st VBS with 100 children 
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Youth Rally 
Andrew Tan (andrewtxj1@gmail.com) 
 
The recent CBSM Youth Rally for Christian 
youths among the Brethren assemblies in 
Malaysia was an encouraging gathering, 
primarily attended by churches from the Klang 
Valley, with participation from Melaka Gospel 
Chapel as well. We had a total of 132 youths 
present out of 180 registered, representing 28 
Assemblies. Among them, 12 were from non-
Brethren Assemblies, and 5 were unbelievers, 
showcasing the event's appeal beyond our 
immediate community. 

Over the past two years, this gathering can be 
seen as a point of connection for youths from 
Brethren assemblies and other youths alike, 
offering them encouragement in their walk with 
the Lord. We were tackling the pressing issue of 
ñWhat is our true identity in todayôs world?ò in the 
main theme. Further topics were proposed to 
explore the main theme that resonate with 
todayôs youth : LGBTQ issues, mental health, and 
vocational guidance. 

With the theme "In Christ, I am...," we aimed to 
create a space for young people to discover their 
identity in Christ, understand the depth of 
salvation, and grow in their relationship with Him. 
Our year-long planning process was rooted in 
prayer and collaboration, all with the hope of 
fostering spiritual growth and meaningful 
fellowship amongst the brethren youth.  

The message for the main theme came at the 
right time to remind us that our primary identity is 
being óa follower of Jesus Christô. At times, we 
tend to base our identity on performance, 
possessions, popularity, or even the search for 
passions. However, we are reminded that God 
wants to redeem and restore us to who He 
created us to be. It was inspiring to witness over 
100 young participants engage eagerly in the 
workshops and interactive sessions. 

Additionally, another highlight for the Youth Rally 
would be the Booths Section which showcased 
Emmaus, Evangel Bookstore and Scripture 
Union. Participants were encouraged to visit the 
Booths during every break. Many had stopped 
by, with some making purchases of valuable 
books and materials that encapsulate godly 
wisdom and knowledge, all aiming to strengthen 
and deepen our identify in Christ. 

This event served as a vital platform for helpers 
from various churches to come together and 
serve. We extend our heartfelt gratitude to them 

for their willingness to contribute, as well as to 
CBSM and individual sponsors who supported us 
both through services and monetary means. 
Their generosity contributed to the eventôs 
success. 

Lessons from the Main Session by Mr. Colin 
Wong 

In Christ, our primary identity is as followers of 
Jesus Christ. This allows us to have a strong 
sense of identity that will transcend all cultures 
and trends. Genesis 1:27 shows God as the 
Creator, who has designed for us to find our 
identity in Him. However, sin has fractured this 
image (Romans 3:23) which has distorted and 
taken away our primary identity. These are 
identity struggles entangled with our 
performance, possessions, popularity, and 
passions, which are the common struggles we as 
followers of Christ can face daily.  

Despite so, God in His love wants to redeem and 
restore us to our true identity in His Son, Jesus 
Christ (Col 2:9-10). In Christ, we are made 
COMPLETE (Col 2:10): firstly as children of God 
(1 John 3:1), secondly as friends of Christ (John 
15:14), and finally as servants of God (Mark 
10:42-45). God forms, sin deforms but Christ 
transforms.  

This journey we are embarking on allows us to 
recognize our identity, embrace Christôs 
transformative power, and reflect on His 
character through our service as His people, 
hence calling all youths to step up to win youths 
for our Lord Jesus Christ. Let us as youths be 
honest and true to ourselves, confronting the 
idolatries and worldly patterns of our time today 
by dying to ourselves and securing ourselves in 
Christ in this journey of sanctification (1 Thess 
5:23). 

Group Interactive Sessions  

The Rally this year attracted a large number of 
high school graduates and college/university 
students. At their age, most participants are just 
beginning to search for directions in life. It is no 
surprise that the topic of Identity drew the 
attention of many. They came with the 
expectation of gaining at least some sense of 
guidance to figure out whatôs next for their life. 

During the Interactive Sessions, we heard 
wonderful stories from different people about how 
God had spoken to them. We believe that Mr. 
Colinôs illustration would have deeply resonated 
with many participants, encouraging and appeal 
to our participants to search their hearts and 

mailto:andrewtxj1@gmail.com
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souls and return to our ever-loving, gracious, and 
patiently waiting Father who would held His arms 
open wide for our return. 

We are greatly thankful to the Group Facilitators 
who volunteered their time, moving along with 
their group members throughout the day and 
attending the session and workshops. They spent 
time with their group members in facilitating 
discussions and sharing each otherôs 
experiences to encourage the deeper 
conversations of our Identity in Christ.   

Workshop : Vocation (Mr. Colin Wong) 

During the Workshops Session, the participants 
were free to choose the workshop according to 
their preferences. Interestingly, the majority 
selected Vocation as their primary interest. The 
statistic depicted that most of the participants 
were eager to learn about career or occupation 
options. However, some participants also 
admitted that they were merely following the 
crowd due to uncertainty about suitable 
occupations for themselves.  

Through this Workshop, Mr. Colin Wong laid out 
some principles on making decisions on the 
choice of career or future for the youths. 
Ultimately, we hope that this Workshop would 
have helped to give some direction for the youths 
and to encourage them to continue seek God in 
their choices for the future. 

Workshop : Gender & Sexuality (Mr. Steven 
Foong) 

In this Workshop, the content was relatively 
heavy, particularly for some younger participants. 
Despite this, Mr. Steven Foong drew out the 
subject based on the Bible on what God says 
about sex, sexuality, sexual orientation and 
sexual sins like adultery. He gave an exercise 
among the participants to differentiate between a 
sin against God, a moral sin and an act against 
the law. 

He also drew out the lessons on Gender and 
showed how the world has distorted what God 
has made in His image and in His Sovereign 
design. This Workshop helped the participants 
look at the Bible passages not in isolated 
passages but in the big picture in what God is 
trying to tell us about Jesus being the true Saviour 
and the redeeming of all things distorted ï and 
ultimately, that our identity is found in the image 
of God.  

Workshop : Mental Health (Dr. Lai Fong Hwa) 

In todayôs fast-paced world, where we are often 
bombarded with external pressures and 
expectations, understanding our true identity can 
be a challenge. During our interactive Mental 
Health Workshop with Dr. Lai, we delved into the 
deep connection between understanding 
ourselves better while also recognizing our 
identity in Christ.  

We were invited by Dr Lai to draw our own Life 
Tree ï where we identified our origins, strengths, 
hopes and significant relationships. He also 
explained that our thoughts, emotions and 
behaviour are connected ï what we think and do 
affects the way we feel. Through a worksheet 
exercise, we learnt that we could anchor 
ourselves to God using scripture, such as John 
1:12 (ñTo those who believed in his name, he 
gave the right to become children of Godò).   

This intersection of faith and self-awareness is 
not just about spiritual grounding but also about 
mental and emotional well-being. It was 
comforting to know that I can be secure in Christ 
and my self-worth is tied to who God is and His 
assurances to me, rather than my own effort and 
doing.  

 

- Compiled by :  
Ann Choo (Setapak Gospel Centre)  
June Chai (Bandar Sunway Gospel Centre) 
Lim May Hsin & Leandra Choo (Sungai Long 
Chapel) 
Lim Pei Pei (Cheras Gospel Centre) 
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Testimonies from the Youths 

I think Youth Rally is a great way to know more 
about Christ and fellowship with fellow believers. 
The topics and speakers for Youth Rally were 
really entertaining and relatable, especially the 
sermon where the speaker shared about his 
childhood and his identity.    

The session topics were also really engaging. In 
the session that I was in which is 
Gender/Sexuality, I learnt about what God had to 
say about gender, sexuality, and adultery 
compared to what the world today says about it. 
Steven Foong explained it really well and the 
content about the topic sourced from the Bible 
were explored in depth. It wasn't hard to 
understand at all as a young Christian. The 
fellowship was amazing as well. The volunteers 
were really polite, supportive, helpful, and caring. 

Overall, it was a great experience and I'd 
definitely come for next year's Youth Rally! 

- Joseph Ng,13 (Petaling Jaya Gospel Hall) 

 

==================================== 

Youth Rally 2024 was a really fun event. It 
allowed me to share my thoughts and discuss 
things with my group mates. I was in the Mental 
Health workshop and we talked about many 
things such as how to have good mental health, 
how to prevent depression and so on. 

 

It was very interactive, I found out that having a 
good diet can help with your mental health. I can't 
wait for youth rally 2025!  

- Hooi Caleb, 13 (Bandar Sunway Gospel 
Centre) 

==================================== 

This yearôs Youth Rally felt different from last year 
ï in a really good way. There were workshops 
and more interactive sessions that made it 
engaging. One of the highlights for me was Mr. 
Colin Wongôs message about identity in Christ. 
His talk really hit home, reminding me how 
important it is to be sure of my identity in Him. 

I also joined the Mental Health workshop, which 
was a great choice. We did some drawing 
activities that were not only fun but also gave us 
a chance to explore our thoughts and feelings in 
a creative way.  

The group interactive sessions were another big 
plus. I got to hear from my peers about what they 
learned in their workshops and share my own 
thoughts too. It was really cool to see different 
perspectives and learn from each other. 

Overall, this yearôs Youth Rally was a solid 
experience. The mix of messages, workshops, 
and group activities made it a memorable event. 
Iôm definitely planning to come back next year 
and would recommend it to anyone looking to 
grow in their faith and connect with others. 

- Sheanna Choo, 15 (Sungai Long Chapel) 

==================================== 

CBSM Youth Rally 2024 was a really fun 
experience for me. It was the first time I had ever 
attended a gathering for youths in any location 
and it was a really good experience. The talks I 
attended were really interesting. I chose the 
Vocation talk run by Colin Wong. It was very 
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interesting to see how he explained the different 
steps one must take to discern their calling.  

I learnt that although it may not look easy, 
sometimes God is testing you and giving you 
experience which you would find helpful further in 
the journey. Likewise, I recall him saying that 
although your current path looks easy, it may not 
be Godôs intended purpose for you. 

Overall, I found it a really fun and enjoyable 
experience and I would definitely go again, as 
well as inviting others too.  

- Joshua Looi, 15 (Petaling Jaya Gospel Hall) 

==================================== 

From this Youth rally, I have learnt that God's 
desire has been for us to find our primary identity 
in Him. However, our sense of identity is often 
fractured and broken due to the effects of sin. We 
search for meaning in various places, but God 
wants us to recognize that our true identity comes 
from Him alone. By focusing on His love and 
purpose for us, we can find wholeness and a 
sense of belonging. 

God's master plan involves knowing Jesus Christ 
and walking with Him in a personal, intimate 
relationship. This is not a passive endeavour; it 
requires our active participation. God calls us to 
engage with Him, to learn from Jesus, and to 
embody His teachings in our daily lives. By doing 
so, we align ourselves with His mission and 
purpose, experiencing the fullness of life that He 
intends for us. Lastly, I thank God that He has 
made plans that led me closer to Him.   

- Wong Li Ying, 15 (Bandar Sunway Gospel 
Centre) 

==================================== 

I went to Youth Rally in 2023 and that's how I got 
to know about the Youth Rally this year. The 
theme 'In Christ, I am...' is really interesting 
because I think most of us have questions about 
our identity, like ñwhat is our purpose of being 
hereò or a simple question like ñwho am I?ò 

Normally when people ask ñwho are you?ò, the 
first thing that comes to mind is my own name. 
Other than that, sometimes my mind will be 
blank. The speaker talked about identity 
disorientation and the two that I relate to the most 
are 'I am what I do' and 'I am what others think'. 
Oftentimes I take what others think of me as who 
I am. But all these are not important because in 
God's eyes, I am a child of God, a friend of God 
and a servant of God. We are all broken people 
but through Christ we are complete (Colossians 

2:10). In short, Youth Rally 2024 is a reminder for 
me to focus on my identity in Christ instead of 
focusing on my earthly identity. 

- Erica Chong, 18 (Sungai Long Chapel) 

==================================== 

During the Youth Rally, I've learnt a lot, but one 
of the lessons that stood out was the workshop 
about Vocation. Conviction is what ñvocation in 
Christò is ultimately about. I've learnt that vocation 
is fundamentally a spiritual commitment to God's 
call and for every one of us to love Jesus and 
serve Him whatever and wherever, and that God 
has a plan for us all as we keep growing in Him. 

What I hope for future youth rallies is for more 
topics that can be related to youths. 

- Dominic Ng Cheng Hung, 19 (Sri 
Damansara Gospel Centre) 

==================================== 

This was the first year I actively participated in the 
Youth Rally throughout the entire program. 

What encouraged me the most was seeing youth 
from different places come together to seek 
answers to life's questions through the Word of 
God. The speaker spoke about our identity in 
Christ, reminding us that we are not defined by 
how the world sees us or by the things we 
possess, but by how God sees us ï His precious 
children. This was a powerful encouragement, 
especially as many of us are at the stage of 
deciding what to study or which career path to 
take after graduation. 

I also enjoyed the workshops and group 
discussions, where we had the chance to listen to 
people from various backgrounds share their 
thoughts and experiences. Overall, it was a great 
day and a wonderful event to meet new people. 

- Yam Kah Chun (Jalan Imbi Chapel) 

==================================== 

Some Reflections from the Planning Team : 

Planning for Youth Rally this year was a very 
exciting affair filled with many ups and downs, 
late nights having discussions in planning 
meetings, and much prayer. Youth Rally 2024 
was the first time we were organizing Youth Rally 
independently, as for the first Youth Rally in 2023, 
we had received much help and support from 
IBCM, CBSM, as well as our friends from 
Emmaus Bible College (USA) to make it happen. 
So, the pressure was on. 



 

From Around the Assemblies (Local / Overseas) 
 

24 

This was the first time that we personally had to 
take part in planning Youth Rally, and it was our 
first time planning any rally at all in fact. 
Thankfully, we had a team of seasoned veterans, 
taking the vanguard, and giving lots of useful 
advice and guidance. Without the support 
provided by each and every one of them, we 
would have been as lost and clueless as we were 
when the planning initially began. We learnt many 
things during this time, not just about how to run 
a rally, but also about inter-church relationships, 
the current state of the youths in general, as well 
as just how enthusiastic the aunties at church can 
be when it comes to feeding the youth! 

Overall, the experience we had planning the Rally 
is one we would treasure, especially since we got 
to know so many people from different churches 
and walks of life, getting to know their stories, and 
see them in action faithfully serving the Lord.  

Seeing the Brethren youth together with their 
friends come together was also quite the special 
experience. It gives hope that the youths are 
willing to come together for the Lord, and seeing 
many of them serve in many different forms 
during the Rally really showed us how much 
potential there was for the youths to flourish 
serving God, given the opportunity. 

Once again, we are very much thankful to CBSM 
for being the supporting organization for the 
Youth Rally, acting as a firm steady pillar of 
support for us to rely on as well as our Planning 
Team. We are grateful to the Publicity & Design 
Team who put in great effort to make the event 
visible on social media and generate so much 
excitement to engage the participants, and the 
Media Team who gave their time to take photos 
and videos. We also give thanks for the many 
helpers moving behind the scenes, and to all the 
attendees who travelled far and wide to join the 
Youth Rally. It was amazing seeing all of you this 
year, and we pray that we may see all of you next 
year, and also new faces too! God Bless! 

- Andrew Tan (Bandar Sunway Gospel Centre) 
& Ivan Lim (The Life Chapel), 

Co-Chairs, Youth Rally Planning Team 2024 

****************************************************** 

The CBSM Youth Rally 2024 was profoundly 
inspiring, bringing together over a 100 youths 
from various churches across Malaysia to 
worship and delve into God's Word. This unity is 
essential for Brethren churches, where we often, 
as individual churches, face challenges in 
isolation. The Rally served as a powerful 

reminder of the vastness of the Church of God 
and the true meaning of being united in Christ. 

For many youths, it was a chance to step beyond 
the confines of their individual congregations and 
experience the broader Body of Christ. 

Personally, serving alongside individuals from 
different churches, all driven by a shared passion 
for youth, was a deeply fulfilling experience. As 
one committee member aptly noted, our 
teamwork was so exceptional that even Marvel's 
Avengers would pale in comparison. It was truly 
an honour and privilege for Petaling Jaya Gospel 
Hall to host this yearôs CBSM Youth Rally. 

Today's youths are a precious asset to the 
Brethren Church. While we are accustomed to 
focusing on preparing the next generation of 
leaders of tomorrow, it is crucial that we now 
begin the empowering of the emerging leaders of 
today. For years to come, may the CBSM Youth 
Rally serve as a catalyst for making this vision a 
reality. 

- Jonathan Wee (Petaling Jaya Gospel Hall), 
Logistics and Treasurer 

****************************************************** 

As a member of the Planning Team, it has been 
insightful to discover that many Assemblies face 
similar challenges with their youths. Issues like 
distractions from worldly pursuits, struggles with 
identity, and the absence of reliable mentorship 
sources are common. This shared experience 
emphasizes the importance of learning from one 
another, allowing us to return to our local 
Assemblies better equipped to serve our 
communities. 

Ultimately, we must reflect on what we are 
building here. Are we constructing with wood, 
hay, and straw, or are we laying down precious 
stones? As 1 Corinthians 3:12-13 reminds us, ñIf 
anyone builds on this foundation using gold, 
silver, costly stones, wood, hay or straw, their 
work will be shown for what it is; because the Day 
will bring it to light.ò We give thanks to God for His 
guidance and provision throughout this event. 
May we strive to build a legacy that reflects our 
commitment to Christ and serves the greater 
good of our local churches, giving all glory to Him 
in our efforts. 

- Lim May Hsin (Sungai Long Chapel), 
Registration & Admin 

******************************************************* 
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Being a part of the Youth Rally Planning Team is 
incredibly impactful. Witnessing young people 
from various congregations come together to 
worship God and delve deeper into His Word is 
truly inspiring. I am particularly heartened by the 
sight of young adults stepping up to lead and 
coordinate such events. It demonstrates that the 
younger generation is eager to contribute to the 
church, given the opportunity and support from 
us.  

My hope and prayer are to witness numerous 
youth wholeheartedly surrender their lives and 
strengthen their faith in the Lord Jesus through 
their involvement in this yearly gathering.  

- Alicia Yong (Bandar Sunway Gospel Centre), 
F&B Coordinator  

****************************************************** 

Being part of the planning committee for the 2024 
CBSM Youth Rally was both challenging and 
deeply fulfilling. The night before the Rally, and 
certainly on the day itself, the Youth Rally 
Planning Teamôs energy was infectious. Their 
faces radiated joy and love as they served the 
next generation, with everyone stepping up to 
play their part. I was also grateful for the CBSM 
Board of Trusteesô presence throughout the day, 
showing genuine support and interest in what the 
youth were learning. 

The F&B Teamôs role was to ensure a warm and 
welcoming atmosphere, and as the saying goes, 
"an army moves on its stomach." We knew the 
Lord's Army of young warriors-in-the-making 
needed to be well-fed, especially growing 
adolescents. It was a joy to see them rave about 
the delicious Chicken Rice! Iôm also incredibly 
grateful for the generous aunties and uncles who 
donated snacks ï we had such an overflow that 
it felt like a feast.  

Beyond the food, what truly moved me was the 
love, commitment, and sacrifice of the "big 
brothers" and "big sisters" in the Planning Team. 
Their dedication was evident, from tending to the 
smallest detailsðlike the meaningful shapes of 
paper clipsðto handling the "big deals" like 
moderating workshops and ensuring that CBSM 
Board of Trustees and outstation guests were 
well hosted. "Serve one another humbly in love" 
(Galatians 5:13) truly came to life through their 
actions. 

ñIt takes a village to raise a child,ò and that truth 
was never more evident as we came together to 
raise and equip this generation. 

- Janice Wong (SS Gospel Centre), F&B 
Coordinator 
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Nilai Gospel Chapel: Sanctuary Home for Elderly Folks 
Nilai Gospel Chapel, Fred Tan & Andrew Peng (nilaigc2016@gmail.com) 
 
Proposal for Endorsement and Blessing: Sales of Fully Furnished Sanctuary Home Room for 
Elderly Folks 

Nilai Gospel Chapel (NGC) is a Brethren Assembly 
that provides opportunities for growth in the love, 
knowledge, worship & service of Jesus Christ as well 
as fellowship with believers in a Christ-Centred & 
Biblically Oriented environment. 

NGC (English) had its first inaugural worship on 20 
December 1998. Four assemblies, namely Jalan 
Imbi Chapel (JIC), The Life Chapel (TLC), Bangsar 
Gospel Centre (BGC) & Seremban Gospel Chapel 
(SGC) agreed to come together in September 1997 
to start the English work in Nilai in view of the 
potential growth of nearby new industries, colleges 
& universities.  

There was a serious need for a Christian managed home care for the old-aged people in Nilai. Hence, in 
2019 a plot of land was offered to NGC and was subsequently purchased. The land is situated near Nilai 
Springs Villas. This project is named ñNGC Sanctuary ï Community Living ñWe are writing to present a 
comprehensive proposal for the establishment of a fully furnished sanctuary home for elderly folks within 
our church community. This project aims to create a safe, comfortable, and nurturing environment for our 
elderlies.  

As believers, we share a common bond and a calling to care for those in need, particularly elderly believers 
who have dedicated their lives to the faith. The proposed sanctuary home is a testament to our shared 
values and a tangible expression of our commitment to providing them with the utmost care, support, and 
dignity as they enter a new phase of their lives.  

Key Salient Points:  

1. Purpose: 

To build a fully furnished sanctuary home for elderly folks 
within a Christian community.  

To provide a safe and comfortable living environment for 
seniors and elderly believers. 

2. Project Overview: 

About 10 fully furnished rooms for 20 to 25 residents on the 
ground floor and dormitories for 6 to 8 male and 6 to 8 female 
residents/helpers on the first floor. An open space on the flat 
roof is designated for general usage as well as activities like 
pickleball. 

With essential amenities, encompassing a total build-up area 
of approximately 10,000 sq. ft. A common facility area to 
promote social interaction, including shared spaces for 
activities and fellowship. A carefully planned design to meet 
the physical, emotional & spiritual needs of our elderly 
residents. 

The front end of the building will consist of a double-story 
structure designated for the community centre ministry under Nilai Grace Community, a ministry of Nilai 
Gospel Chapel. The blueprint of this ministry is still in discussion, and we seek your prayers for its 
successful development.  

mailto:nilaigc2016@gmail.com
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3. Approximate Cost Breakdown: 

Initial Building Cost: RM1.70 million.  

4. Challenges: 

Building Approval: The project is awaiting 
submission and approval from local authorities 
due to its location in a residential area. Prayers 
are requested for this as well as the careful 
management and administration of the 
sanctuary and community centre. 

5. Partnership and Financing: 

Partners: The project initially had 9 partners 
with one partner withdrawal for personal 
reasons. 

Partner Contributions: Partners in missions 
pledged RM160,000 each, totaling RM1.28 
million. One of the partners agreed to take up 
another suite on a temporary basis bringing 
the total pledged to RM1.44m. 

NGC Contribution: NGC will temporarily fork 
out RM260,000 for one suite and upper deck 
dorms. This was from our building fund which 
our members gave and from the love gift 
contribution from a few other assemblies 
as well as individuals who remain 
anonymous. 

Additional Funding: Interest-free loans 
from JIC and Bangsar GC totaling 
RM200,000 to be repaid at RM40,000 per 
year over five years. 

6. Current Status: 

The project has not fully commenced yet, 
as it is still in the stage of obtaining building 
approval and finalizing contributions. Site 
clearance just commenced, 

There are still 2 suites available for new 
partners. 

7. Overall Goals: 

The project aims to provide a comfortable 
living space for seniors and a sense of 
community within the NGC Sanctuary. 

Site clearance just commenced.  

The progress of this project is seen as a 
mission effort for the Kingdom, relying on the 
wisdom and provision from God to move 
forward. 

Given the complexities and the need for approval 
and financial management, seeking wisdom and 
God's guidance is essential for the successful 
completion of the project. 

Scope of Target Group and Partnerships:  

We are pleased to announce that we will offer the 
first opportunity to both NGC English and 
Chinese assembliesô members and Business 
Partners. 

This partnership will allow us to create 
relationships that share the same values, 
fostering a larger community of support and care 
for our elderly believers.  

If you are interested and have other queries on 
this project, you are welcome to contact us so that 
we may answer any concerns that you may have.  

Your support and guidance are crucial for the 
success of this project, and we are confident that 
with your endorsement, we can bring this vision 
to fruition and positively impact the project to 
complete earlier.  

Thank you for your time and consideration.  

 
In His Service, 
Fred Tan & Andrew Peng  
 
Nilai Gospel Chapel 
PT10398, Jalan BBN 11/3N, Desa Melati Putra 
Nilai,  
71800 Nilai, Negeri Sembilan. 
 
Email: nilaigc2016@gmail.com 
Contact: 017-3012388 (WhatsApp Only) 
Website: nilaigchapel.wixsite.com/nilaigchapel 
Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/groups/115174035273 
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A Matter of Distinction 
Teo Pek Bing (pekbing.teo@gmail.com) 
 
What makes a ñBrethrenò assembly a ñBrethrenò 
assembly? There have been many attempts at 
defining the ñBrethrenò Distinctives. Some terms 
were used in attempts to better define the 
discussion. Some call it the Brethren Distinctives, 
or Assembly Distinctives, or Biblical Distinctives.  

I contend that what distinguishes the so-called 
ñBrethrenò assembly is really our Hermeneutics 
(see footnote for definition). It is NOT our 
practices, tradition, roots (Plymouth Brethren), or 
even our theology. All evangelical churches 
believe in the authority and inspiration of the 
scriptures and a literal-grammatical-historical 
interpretation of the scriptures, and yet we donôt 
all hold to the exact same set of Hermeneutics. 
True, our practices are unique compared to many 
denominations but they stem from how we read 
the scriptures, i.e. our Hermeneutics.  

1. Diligence to the Literal Word.  

First of all, we take every part of the Scriptures 
more literally than our brethren in other 
denominations (yes, we are a denomination! 
More of that in another time). If we believe the 
scripture is the Eternal Almighty Godôs Word, we 
ought to read it and understand it the way the 
Apostles did, i.e. literally. The Apostle Paul 
defended his teachings from the Word literally 
(Paul had only the Old Testament!). E.g. Gal 3:16 
seed versus seeds. 

The Lord Jesus Himself quoted from 
Deuteronomy 8:3 in Matt 4:4 But He answered 
and said, ñIt is written, óMan shall not live by bread 
alone, but by every word that proceeds from the 
mouth of God.ô (Also Luke 4:4). Unless there is a 
scriptural warrant that a word means something 
else, we stick to how the Word uses the word. 

When the Scripture says, elders are to shepherd 
the church, do the elders then hire a ñpastorò to 
do the shepherding in the church? (1 Peter 5:1-2, 
Acts 20:17, 28). Granted there are roles that are 
assigned to assist the elders, e.g. Sunday School 
Superintendent, Youth leaders, etc. And we do 
hire gardeners and janitors! But it is the elders 
who shepherd (pastor) the church.  

Secondly, we try to not approximate the words 
of Scripture. E.g., when we read about elders and 
overseers, we donôt say they are pastors or 
leaders of the church. We choose to use the 
words of the Scripture. Yes, ours are translations 
but the translations attempts to get at the 

meaning of the original. E.g., elders could be 
translated older ones, or the elderlies but never 
leaders or pastors.    

Of course, there are figures of speech, similes, 
parables and illustrations in the Word but they are 
what they are and we know what they are.  

2. Defining Definitions 

Politicians are adept at choosing words that 
either convey or conceal. E.g., in the U.S. pro-
abortionists will use terms like Reproductive 
Rights to mean women should have the right not 
to reproduce, i.e. abort their babies because they 
think itôs womenôs right to choose when to abort.  

Christians, in general tend to use the word 
ñchurchò to mean the building in which they meet. 
Yet the Scripture uses it to mean the assembly of 
believers. Precisely for this reason that we do not 
name our buildings so-and-so church. If the 
Scripture does not use church to mean buildings 
then we will not. We are particular about words. 

3. Distinction between Addressee and All 
People 

We make a distinction between how God deals 
with mankind through the ages.  And I donôt mean 
that God saves people in the Old Testament one 
way (by works) and people in the New Testament 
another way (by faith). Rather God does, from 
time to time, give instructions that are specific to 
individuals or groups which do not apply to 
others. E.g., God gave instructions to the nation 
of Israel, demanding that they obey the 10 
commandments and the 613 Mosaic laws. They 
were not addressed to the church. Hence there is 
no difficulty with the 4th commandment on 
keeping the Sabbath (which strictly speaking, is 
on Saturday). Similarly when God told Joshua to 
go and conquer the land of Canaan, He was not 
expecting all Christians to do the same, spiritually 
or otherwise.  

A key distinction we make is between the Nation 
of Israel and the Church in the New Testament. 
They are distinct but the Lord loves both and has 
different plans for each albeit some plans are 
similar. But they are distinct just as we treat each 
of our children differently (but fairly). Think boys 
and girls, age, personalities.  

4. Distinguishing between Culture and 
Commands  

The Scripture does have instructions that are 
cultural. E.g. greet one another with a holy kiss. 
This instruction did not come with any justification 
and occurred only once. However, there are other 

mailto:pekbing.teo@gmail.com
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injunctions that are justified with rationales that 
are beyond culture. E.g., the issue of head 
coverings in 1 Corinthians 11:3-16  Before we get 
all upset, note that the first instruction (1 
Corinthians 11:4, 7) is that men ought to 
uncover their heads in prayer (no baseball caps 
or hats) before he mentions women. The 
instruction is really to both men and women. 
Unfortunately, in our culture (and those of our 
forefathers), we over-emphasized the 
instruction to women. During our trip to the 
Western Wall in Israel, I observed that all Jewish 
men would wear the Kippah to perform their 
prayers at the wall. In fact, they provide free 
Kippahs for those who forgot to bring, or for the 
unlearned like me! Paul was really teaching 
something against the culture of the Jews, i.e. not 
according to the culture of that time. 

Further Paul quotes several reasons that are not 
cultural for this instruction. 

a. v.3 Headship of Christ, man and woman 

b. v.8 Creation order  

c. v.9 Creation purpose 

d. v.10 Angels 

e. v.16 Same practice in all churches 

f. 14:37 If anyone thinks himself to be a prophet 
or spiritual, let him acknowledge that the 
things which I write to you are the 
commandments of the Lord. 

We need not be legalistic but we must admit that 
Paul was very adamant. It is symbolic of deeper 
spiritual meaning (headship and the other non-
cultural reasons), perhaps not very different from 
the Lordôs Supper and its meaning. (By the way, 
the Lordôs Supper was commanded, ñworshipò 
meetings were not.)  

5. Adapting to Change, True to Enduring 
Scripture 

What exactly is the Scripture commanding? We 
must know the Scripture literally and understand 
the times. The Word of God is eternal and never 
changes but culture & communication methods 
(and technology) change. We need to make the 
distinction between whatôs eternal and whatôs 
evolving.  1 Chronicles 12:32 of the sons of 
Issachar who had understanding of the times, to 
know what Israel ought to do, their chiefs were 
two hundred; and all their brethren were at their 
command;. So, we too, need to know the times 
and the Word. 

Paul while at Athens adapted his communication 
without compromising the message. (Acts 17:16-
34). Methods change but the Message remains. 
We must make the distinction. 

Conclusion of the Matter 

Finally, no doubt there are difficult passages. We 
trust God to reveal/illuminate in His time. In the 
meantime, we obey what has been revealed and 
understood. We continue to seek and grow in the 
knowledge of His Son. And we may have 
differences but we must always act in love. 

Our distinctive is really in our view and reading 
of the Scriptures (Hermeneutics), not traditions 
or practices, or what we traditionally believe, or 
what our forefathers taught (with all due respect). 
We must continually Compare the Scriptures with 
the Current Situation and determine the best 
course to Reach the Lost and Build the Saved. 

 

Notes:  

Hermeneutics (Merriam-Webster):  the study of 
the methodological principles of interpretation 
(as of the Bible). 

 ñWordò, ñScriptureò and ñBibleò: I use these 
words interchangeably to mean the same thing, 
i.e. the 66 books of the Protestant Bible in the 
original autograph.
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BER - School of The Shepherds 
Robert Quay (robertquay@gmail.com) 
 

Introduction 

Biblical Eldership Resource (BER) Mission is to 
promote and encourage the practice of Biblical 
Eldership and to build up elders and leaders in 
the church worldwide. Notably the Biblical 
principles and moral standards apply to all 
believers.  

In July 2016, Alexander Strauch and his US BER 
Team invited Robert Quay to represent BER in 
Malaysia, followed by Chris Leong in 2019. 
Robert (formerly elder of Jalan Imbi Chapel) and 
Chris (Antioch Network Community) are both 
retired elders and currently regional 
representatives for BER Ministry for Southeast 
Asia. Robert together with Chris have many years 
of training experience and are itinerant speakers 
of churches.   

Robert was responsible for flight crew safety 
training with Malaysia Airlines for 29 years before 
his retirement. Chris was an elder and pastor of 
Antioch Network Community, and founder of 
Mission Partnership Initiative (MPI) to train 
Christian Leaders using resources from Bible 
Training Centre for Pastors (BTCP), BER and 
Leader Source to train bi-vocational and full-time 
workers. BER Southeast Asia has other capable 
team members below who are also capable 
facilitators, teachers & trainers. Contact the 
personnel below for further information. 

BER Southeast Asia Team 

Malaysia 
Andrew Lim (andrewlst7@gmail.com) 
Dexter Ng (sagcfamily@yahoo.com)   

Singapore 
Chia Eng Chuan (ec_chia@yahoo.com)   
Stephen Yoong (yoongys@gmail.com)  

Philippines 
Francis Puzon (fmpuzon@yahoo.com) 

 

1. SOTS 103 ï SPIRITUAL MATURITY  

In December 2016, the 1st Spiritual Maturity 
Program (SMP) or SOTS103 (School of The 
Shepherd), based on Qualification for Elders & 
Deacons was conducted. This is to address the 
important issue of the biblical qualifications 
required of men entering and remaining in the 
office of pastoral eldership. To date we have 
conducted twenty-two (22) onsite Spiritual 
Maturity Training in Malaysia, Singapore, 
Australia, South Africa and Vietnam. 

The 31 criteria represent the benchmark of 
spiritual maturity that all Christians should strive 
to attain. Anyone wanting to grow spiritually 
would be well served to study the picture of 
maturity found in the qualifications. The program 
is an evaluation designed to help determine a 
person's Christian Maturity, measured by the 
standards set forth in Titus 1:6-9, 1 Timothy 3:2-
7; 1 Peter 5:1-4; Acts 20:28. 

The materials in the Spiritual Maturity booklet are 
designed to encourage all believers to apply and 
grow in spiritual maturity. SMP is not for elders 
and leaders only but open to all believers. God 
demands that as believers we live according to 
His holy standards. Therefore, like living stones, 
we are being built into a spiritual house to be a 
holy priesthood, offering spiritual sacrifices 
acceptable to God through Jesus Christ (1 Peter 
2:5).  

SMP can be conducted in homes, cell groups, 
camps, retreats and in the church. Sisters, 
especially wives with their husbands, are 
encouraged to participate in this program. In view 
of its popularity and importance for believers to 
grow spiritually mature, the 31 elements were 
conducted online weekly (Tuesday) in 2020 ï 
2021.  

Course Context 

1. DESIRE  
ǒ Spirit Motivated 
ǒ Godly Desire 
ǒ Eager to serve 
ǒ Not Reluctant 

 
2. INTEGRITY  
ǒ Devout 
ǒ Above Reproach 
ǒ Good Reputation 
ǒ Respectable 
ǒ Upright 
ǒ Exemplary 

 

mailto:robertquay@gmail.com
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3. THE WORD  
ǒ Faithful to the Word 
ǒ Able To Teach 
ǒ Exhort Sound Doctrine 
ǒ Refute Error 

 
4. FAMILY  
ǒ One-Woman Man 
ǒ Manage Household Well 
ǒ Children Behaved 

 
5. PERSONAL 
ǒ Lover of Good  
ǒ Prudent/Sensible  
ǒ Self-controlled  
ǒ Temperate 
ǒ  Not a New Convert 
ǒ  Not a Drunkard 
ǒ  Not Greedy 

 
6.  RELATIONAL  
ǒ Hospitable 
ǒ Gentle 
ǒ Self-Controlled  
ǒ Not Lording  
ǒ Not Quarrelsome 
ǒ Not Self-willed 
ǒ Not Violent 

 
Subject of Pornography may be covered 
 
Note: 
SOTS103 Spiritual Maturity Program is a popular 
course which will be conducted online at a later 
date. 
 
2. SOTS 101 ï INTRODUCTION TO 
SHEPHERDING  
 
BER Southeast Asia officially launched the 1st 
SOTS 101 in 2022 with 38 participants focused 
on Malaysia and Singapore. It gained a firmer 
footing within Malaysia, with many Malaysian 
assemblies from 4 in this pilot project growing to 
16 assemblies and churches in Asia including 
some African Countries like Kenya, Nigeria and 
Zambia. This course is helmed by elder Dexter 
Ng from Shah Alam Gospel Centre.   

SOTS101 is the basic of all six (6) SOTS courses. 
BER conducted Three (3) SOTS101 in 
2022/2023, with a total of 71 participants from 
Grace Assembly in Kota Kinabalu, Sabah with 
Kenya in Africa joining for the first time.   

Mission Partner Initiatives (MPI), partnering with 
BER conducted a 3rd SOTS101 for 43 

participants from 4 nations. The MPI Team 
comprises 5 Malaysian elders, namely, Peter 
Tan, Dexter Ng, Daniel Wong, Rodney Tan & 
William Yeong.  Thus, a total of 114 leaders 
attended in 2023.  Since 2022 a grand total of 145 
participants have attended SOTS101. On 4th July 
2024, the 4th BERô SOTS101 was launched with 
28 participants with some new assemblies 
participating.  

Course Context 

Introducing the student to the School of the 
Shepherds and what biblical eldership is, which 
is foundational to the whole course. 
1. Recovering a Lost Doctrine 
2. Biblical Evidence for Eldership 
3. Eldership and the Church 
4. Eldership as Pastoral Oversight 
5. Qualifications for Elders - Part 1 
6. Qualifications for Elders - Part 2 
7. Abilities of Elders and Examination 
8. Work of Elders: Teaching and Protecting 
9. Work of Elders: Leading and Healing 
10. Graduation Celebration & Testimonies 
 
SOTS 105 SHEPHERDING BY PLURALITY  
 
With the fire of enthusiasm and interest of many 
believers after SOTS101, the 1st SOTS105 
course began in 2023 with 24 participants from 5 
countries. A veteran elder who attended 
SOTS105 shared, ñI learned many precious 
lessons re accountability, communication and 
self-discipline . . .group discussion is a great 
platform to learn from each otherò. Another elder 
said, ñI was appointed as an elder and I did not 
know what the work of an elder is, until I attended 
SOTS105ò. 

In February 2024, the 2nd SOTS105 began and 
was completed in July. A total of over 40 
participants attended.  This course is facilitated 
by Chris Leong. 

Course Context 

Teaching foundational principles for practical 
shepherding in the context of a plurality of elders. 
1. Shared Leadership  
2. First Among Equals  
3. Love Among Elders Part 1  
4. Love Among Elders Part 2  
5. Accountability  
6. Communication Part 1  
7. Communication Part 2  
8. Self-Discipline Part 1  
9. Self-Discipline Part 2  
10. Graduation & Thanksgiving 
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SOTS 104: COUNSEL of GOD 
 
We also launched SOTS4 (Counsel of God) in 
February 2024 with a record number of 50 
participants from 6 nations that came from at 
least 24 churches! Elder Stephen Yoong 
(Bethesda Chapel, Singapore) is the main 
facilitator.  

Course Context 

Elders & Leaders must know sound doctrine and 
defend truth. This course is a survey of essential 
doctrines an elder must know and be able to 
teach. 

1. Creation and the Curse 
2.  Key Old Testament Covenants & Promises 
3.  The Lord Jesus Christ 
4.  Gospel Salvation Truths Part 1 
5.  Gospel Salvation Truths Part 2 
6.  The Holy Spirit 
7.  Walking Worthy of the Gospel 
8.  The Church 
9.  The End Times Events 
10. Graduation & Thanksgiving 
 
There are two other courses below that we have 
yet to embark on. This will be decided later. 
 
SOTS 102: ELDER'S SPIRITUAL LIFE 
 
Developing the disciplines of an elder's spiritual 
walk. He must be able to guard himself, so that 
he can guard the church. 

Course Content 

1. People Skills Part 1 
2. People Skills Part 2 
3. A Shepherdôs Heart 
4. Hospitality 
5. Handling Conflict Part 1 
6. Handling Conflict Part 2 
7. The Diotrephes Syndrome 
8. Meetings Part 1 
9. Meetings Part 2 
 

SOTS 106: MORE SHEPHERDING 
 
Continuing from the previous course, teaching 
the fundamentals of practical shepherding. 

Course Content 

1. Becoming a Bible Reading Leader - 1 
2. Becoming a Bible Reading Leader ï 2  
3. Becoming a Memorizing Leader 
4. Becoming a Praying Leader - 1 
5. Becoming a Praying Leader ï 2 
6. An Elderôs Personal Life & Growth ï 1 
7. An Elderôs Personal Life & Growth ï 2  
8. An Elderôs Personal Life & Growth ï 3 
9. An Elderôs Motivation 

 
THE CHALLENGE 

Join us in our effort to promote and help 
assemblies and churches better understand the 
importance of Biblical Eldership (BE) and 
Leadership. What is BE? It is by the Book, 
Pastoral Leadership, Shared Leadership, and 
Qualified Leadership. The apostle Paul said, 
Keep watch over yourselves and all the flock of 
which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers. Be 
shepherds of the church of God, which he bought 
with his own blood.           Acts 20:28-29 
 
www.biblicaleldership.com is committed and 
dedicated to helping you understand: 
Å  What biblical eldership and Leadership is and 

why it is so important. 
Å  How to implement biblical eldership in your 

local church. 
Å  How to become more effective in shepherding 

God's precious flock. 
Å  How to apply Biblical Principles for Spiritual 

Growth. 
 

http://www.biblicaleldership.com/
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Rasah Gospel Chapel Community 
Centre (GCCC) 
Ps Phang (sgc.gccc@gmail.com) 
 
Rasah Gospel Chapel Community Centre 
(GCCC), situated in Seremban under the 
oversight of Seremban Gospel Chapel, serves as 
a vibrant hub of community activities and spiritual 
growth. Since its establishment, the center has 
played a pivotal role in uplifting the local 
community through various ministries. Church 
services are held on Sundays, with an 
approximate congregation of 20 members. 

Even before its inaugural church service on 
January 8, 2023, GCCC was actively used for 
educational and community services. These 
included tuition classes and a childcare center, 
alongside initiatives like praise dance sessions, 
all aimed at fostering holistic development. 

Studentôs Learning and Support Programme 

Central to GCCC's mission is the Studentôs 
Learning and Support Programme (SLS), which 
not only supports academic growth but also 
nurtures emotional and spiritual well-being 
among students. Many young lives have been 
transformed through this initiative, with numerous 
children discovering a newfound enthusiasm for 
learning and encountering Jesus Christ for the 
first time. 

On weekdays, the center buzzes with activity, 
welcoming around 70 students ranging from 
preschool to secondary school age. The 
dedicated team includes Pastor James, 
overseeing operations, 12 teachers engaged in 
the tuition center, as well as a driver and security 
guard. 

Praise Dance 

A highlight of the week is the Praise Dance 
sessions held four times from Tuesday to Friday 
mornings, where community members come 
together to dance to Christian music. Beyond 
promoting physical health, these gatherings 
serve as opportunities for evangelism. Each 
session begins with a prayer, blessing the 
participants and providing a platform for the 
gospel to be shared. 
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Bible Study 

Every Wednesday, 
a group of 8 women 
gathers to study the 
Bible at Rasah 
Gospel Chapel 
Community Centre 
(GCCC). Some of 
them had just 
recently come to 
accept Jesus Christ 
as their Lord 
through one of our 

ministries. The presence of these new believers 
is a source of great encouragement, affirming the 
impact of our ministry efforts. 

Evergreen Chinese Class 

Several years ago, a group of 19 elderly 
individuals, all non-believers, sought a venue to 
learn Chinese together. Through what can only 
be described as divine providence, they chose 
our church for their weekly classes, accepting 
Pastor Jamesô offer to preach the gospel during 
the initial 30 minutes of each session. Pastor 
James seized this opportunity to delve into 
biblical truths, effectively sowing seeds of the 
gospel. Recently, one participant made the life-
changing decision to follow Jesus, a powerful 
testament to Godôs grace in our ministry. 

 

SLS Seremban 2 Heights 

In March 2024, 
fueled by faith, 
we expanded 
our reach by 
establishing a 
new branch of 
the Studentôs 
Learning and 
Support (SLS) 
program in 
Seremban 2 

Heights, approximately 10 kilometers from 
Rasah. Mirroring our successful model in Rasah, 
this centre aims to support more school children 
academically while sharing the message of 
Christ. Currently staffed by 5 members, including 
the program coordinator, it aims to grow from 7 
students to possibly 20-30 in the near future. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Evergreen English Class 

May 2024 marked the beginning of another 
impactful initiative as 8 seniors started attending 
weekly English classes known as the Evergreen 
English Class, mirroring the format of our 
Chinese class for the elderly. This setting 
provides another avenue to reach receptive 
hearts with the message of the cross, with the 
initial 30 minutes devoted to singing, prayer, and 
biblical teaching. 

SLS Donation Drive 2024 

The SLS program operates across three venues, 
including Seremban town center, Rasah Jaya 
and Seremban 2, collectively serving 155 
students. Many of these students, 55 in total, 
require partial or full subsidies to afford tuition 
fees. Annually, our church organizes donation 
drives to sustain these vital initiatives. We invite 
anyone moved by our mission to contribute to our 
ministry through online banking at the account 
provided below. 
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Bank Name: Hong Leong Bank Berhad 
Malaysia 
Account Number: 011 001 40522 
Account Name: Seremban Gospel Chapel 
(Chinese) 
 
Please forward your transaction slip to the person 
in charge of the donation drive, Brother Khoo Jay 
Sern +6012-2286535. An acknowledgment 
receipt will be issued for each donation. 

For more information about the SLS program and 
our church, please visit our YouTube channel via 
the QR below. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

AI (Artificial Intelligence) ï How do 
we cope?  What are the 
guidelines?  
Ian Teoh (ian.teohsc@gmail.com) 
 
 

AI (Artificial Intelligence) has been part of our 
daily lives long before the recent entrance of 
ChatGPT into popular culture. From search 
engines (i.e. Google search) to content 
recommendation (e.g. Instagram Shorts) to 
targeted online advertisements, Christians have 
largely ignored the underlying AI technology 
powering these websites. Discussion has 
focused largely on the social & spiritual impact of 
these tools on Christian discipleship and growth. 

The renewed interest and focus on AI come from 
the ability for AI to now comprehend and create 
text and media in a context sensitive and 
cohesive manner. This is made possible through 
advancements in 2 areas of AI, namely Large 
Language Models (LLM) for text related 
comprehension and generation and Generative 
Adversarial Networks (GAN) for artificial image 
generation. These developments have allowed 
AI to generate new content at a level of 
consistency and quality that was previously only 
reserved to humans. This opened the pathway for 
automating the generation of mundane textual 
information generation (e.g. summarizing graphs, 
meeting minutes). One then wonders if we can 
use AI to generate Bible study materials that are 
coherent and useful. The generation of Bible 
study materials require careful Biblical exegesis 
and interpretation. If this is done for us by the AI, 
how do we know whatôs shown is accurate? 
Where is the AI getting its sources from? 

 
1 Prompted on Meta Llama 3.1 on Instruct 7B Q6_K. 

One thing for sure is that AI tools are not 
ñconsciousò in any appreciable manner. Words 
such as ñcomprehendò and ñcreateò are 
meaningful only in the sense of how a parrot can 
seemingly comprehend and create human 
speech. LLM are indeed very advanced models 
of human knowledge. They are products of 
mathematics and computation. It doesnôt ñknowò 
or ñcreateò like humans do. Human knowing 
comes from knowing God (Rom 8:28) and human 
creativity is rooted in us being an image of the 
Creator God (Gen 1:27). Only humans can truly 
embody the meaning of ñcreateò and 
ñcomprehendò because we are created in the 
image of a creative and creator God.  

Prior to AI, human knowledge (i.e. in contrast to 
artificial intelligence) was written down in the form 
of Bible study tools such as commentaries, 
dictionaries, translations, cross-references, and 
et-cetera. The goal is to present facts in a manner 
thatôs coherent and grounded in Biblical proof text 
which in turn is grounded in the actual historical 
findings of the original manuscripts. Furthermore, 
these tools are published and are open to checks 
and critiques, which further strengthen its ties to 
reality. 

Consider the following text thatôs generated by AI 
when prompted1 with ñProvide me a summary on 
the book of John based on the theology in the 
book of Exodusò: 

**The Tabernacle as a Foreshadowing of 
Heaven**: The Gospel of John highlights the 
concept of Jesus as the "tabernacle" or dwelling 
place of God among humanity (John 1:14, 
Colossians 2:9). Just as the tabernacle in 
Exodus symbolized God's presence with His 

mailto:ian.teohsc@gmail.com
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people, Jesus embodies this presence and 
offers a new way for people to dwell with God. 

The output is coherent and logical but itôs difficult 
to attest its truthfulness. Furthermore, these 
sentences are produced on the fly and thus 
haven't had the opportunity to be checked and 
critiqued by fellow Christians. Itôs impossible to 
review and critique a moving target, much less 
one that is not published. Therefore, the entire 
burden of ensuring truthfulness rests upon the AI 
user. This is not ideal as no one has a monopoly 
of human knowledge and everyone is susceptible 
to errors and biases. 

Do attempt to spot the theological errors stated. 
The author observed at least 2. 

AI advocates would argue that: firstly, proper 
prompt engineering will yield better results; 
secondly, AI tools are as good as those who wield 
it; thirdly, better LLM may yield better results. All 
are valid counterpoints. One can even request 
the AI to state its line of reasoning and source 
material. But again, itôs drawing its answers 
computationally instead of from sources that are 
grounded in physical realities. A mathematical 
model canôt bridge the conceptual and physical. 
Its argument can be logical and even rational but 
may not be ultimately empirical. 

Therefore, for the purpose of Bible study, the 
recommendation is to use AI tools, not as a 
spotlight, but like a flood light. When searching for 
a needle in a haystack, an AI tool can illuminate 
a general search area with respect to the 
questionerôs context. Once illuminated, one must 
do the due diligence of sourcing for proof texts to 
ultimately locate and ground the proverbial 
needle in empirical evidence. 

As with all other man-made tools, AI will have its 
strengths and weaknesses. The Pandoraôs Box 
of AI has been opened and we will have to track 
its consequences, if not for ourselves, then for the 
church. Let us consider what God has warned us 
in Jeremiah 23:16 (NIV): 

16 This is what the Lord Almighty says: 
ñDo not listen to what the prophets are 
prophesying to you; 
    they fill you with false hopes. 
They speak visions from their own minds, 
    not from the mouth of the Lord. 

Christians should be careful not to project the 
ñmindò of an AI into Biblical teachings. Any AI 
generated Bible study or interpretation needs to 
be taken with much caution and validated 
diligently. Users of AI tools are ultimately 
responsible for its right and proper use. With 
proper use, AI will be another tool in our toolbox 
in our pursuit of understanding the deep truths in 
Godôs Words. 

GLO Australasia Conference, 2024 
You Can Tell a Lot About a Person by Their 
Friends 
Andrew Cowell (andonindo@gmail.com) 
 
There is a saying, ñYou can tell a lot about a 
person by their friends.ò If so, what can be 
learned about you from your friendships? For 
example, how diverse is your group of friends? 
How many different generations are 
represented? What about nations? Genders? 
Different social classes? 

There is no doubt about it; a lot can be learned 
about a person by their friends, and the same is 
true for a mission organisation. From April 15 to 
18, GLO Ministries held the GLO Australasia 
Conference at Jalan Imbi Chapel, Kuala Lumpur, 
Malaysia. Aptly, the theme for the conference 
was ñFriends On Mission.ò  

So, what can be learned about GLO Ministries 
from the ñFriends On Missionò who attended the 
GLO Australasia Conference? Upon reflection, 

what can be learned is that by Godôs grace, GLO 
Ministries enjoys: 

¶ Multicultural friendships, with over 80 
people from 14 nations gathered for the 
conference, including people from 
Australia, Cambodia, India, Indonesia, 
Japan, Malaysia, Myanmar, Mongolia, 
Nepal, Papua New Guinea, The 
Philippines, Romania, Singapore and 
South Korea. 

¶ Multigenerational relationships, with Gen Z, 
Gen Y, Gen X, and Baby Boomers all being 
represented. 

¶ Prayerful partnerships, with each day 
starting with delegates gathering in small 
prayer groups and each session opening 
and closing in prayer.  

¶ Gospel-based companionship, with six 
training sessions that shared simple yet 
effective ways to engage in friendship 
evangelism. 

¶ Practical and tangible mateship, with two 
workshops explaining cross-cultural ways 

mailto:andonindo@gmail.com
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to B.L.E.S.S. people (see the sidebar for 
more details). 

¶ Pastoral friendships, with delegates 
participating in both informal and formal 
shepherding sessions. 

¶ Worshipful fellowship, with each session 
starting with contemporary worship and the 
conference being concluded by celebrating 
the Lordôs Supper together. 

¶ Personal relationships, with participants 
taking advantage of extended meal breaks, 
group outings, and lots of free time to relax 
and catch up with new and old friends.  

Apparently, you can learn a lot about GLO from 
the GLO Australasia Conference and from the 
friends who attended! Arguably, however, the 
most telling thing of all was how the conference 
was concluded. After three days of studying the 
life and ministry of the Lord Jesus, the concluding 
prayer committed more than 80 people from 14 
nations to ñgo and make disciples of all nationsò 
by following Jesus' example of being ñFriends On 
Missionò together.  

P.S. I canôt wait to hear how the Lord has 
answered that prayer when we gather our 
ñFriends On Missionò together again next year 
from 22 to 24 April! 

If you would like to see some snapshots of 
ñFriends On Missionò in action, click on the 
following link to view a short conference video. 

https://tinyurl.com/GLOAustralasia24 

_____________________________________ 

B.L.E.S.S. Stories 
 

During the GLO Australasia conference, 
participants were trained to B.L.E.S.S. others as 
a simple and tangible expression of ñFriends On 
Mission.ò 
 

B = Begin with Prayer. 
L = Listen with a Care. 
E = Eat Together 
S = Serve in Love. 
S = Share your Jesus Story. 

 

Malaysian Masterlife Meat Up Meals  

Titus, a GLO Malaysia Discipleship Training 
School graduate and Church Planter in Sungai 
Long, Malaysia, attended the GLO Australasia 
Conference with his daughter, Olivier. After the 
conference, Titus decided to B.L.E.S.S. those 

attending the Masterlife Disciple Making Training 
by adding ñMeat Up Mealsò to the sessions.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Cambodian Nonya Curry Connections 

Kian Huat and Akiko, commended missionaries 
from Singapore serving in Cambodia and having 
established the Sangkhim Canaan School, 
implement B.L.E.S.S. every Sunday night by 
inviting ñalready friends of Jesusò and ñnot-yet 
friends of Jesusò to enjoy a Singaporean-like 
hawker stall experience by serving them 
authentic Singaporean dishes like Fried Hokkien 
Mee, Laksa, and Nonya Curry. 

Multigenerational Filipino Friendship 

After finishing the conference, Jerome, an up-
and-coming church leader in the Philippines, 
prayed that God would give him an opportunity to 
practice B.L.E.S.S. Upon returning home, he 
discovered an elderly neighbour lying sick 
outside his house. Jerome politely offered to care 
for the elderly man while his daughter went to 
work. As the elderly man neared the last stages 
of his life, Jerome had the opportunity to share 
the gospel, and the Catholic man, who was non-
verbal by this stage, responded by lifting his 
hands and smiling. It is hard to tell for sure, but it 
would be great if this elderly man became eternal 
friends with God by trusting in Jesus Christ as His 
Saviour!  

Brethren Assemblies History 

about:blank
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Burmah Road Gospel Hall 
Colin Tan (colinftan@outlook.com) 

 

Assembly work in Penang has been progressing 
steadily since the 1860ôs. Today, there are four 
English-speaking assemblies on the island and 
another two on the mainland. (Assembly work in 
other languages, for example, Chinese and 
Tamil, is also being carried out in the state.) The 
oldest of these is Burmah Road Gospel Hall or 
BRGH in short.  

1860 ï 1938: Farquhar Street 

Assembly work, however, did not begin at 
Burmah Road but at Farquhar Street. It was 
initiated in 1860 by Mr. John Chapman, and he 
was helped by his wife and Ms. OôCallaghan. The 
three were from the assembly at Bristol in 
England. Mr George Müller, an elder of the Bristol 
assembly and ñone of the spiritual giants of the 
19th centuryò2, supported the work with practical 
fellowship and prayer. 

The Chapmans lived and worked in Penang for 
several years before moving to South Africa. 
During their time here, a Boys School was 
established, and the gospel was preached to 
prisoners. 

The Chapmans were succeeded in 1866 by the 
MacDonalds. They spent 44 years serving the 
Lord in Penang. Mr. MacDonald was the one who 

 
2 These were the words of Dr. Harry A. Ironside, who was 
himself a spiritual giant, albeit in a different era. 

built the Farquhar Street Mission Chapel and 
Mission House. He also travelled far and wide, 
preaching the gospel of Christ in Balik Pulau, 
Sungai Petani, and Pulau Jerejak, the leper 
island just off the coast. 

 

The MacDonalds were later joined by the 
Ashdowns. Mr. Ashdown was a ñvery fluentò 
Hokkien speaker who spoke ña very high 
standard of Hokkienò.3 He presumably learned 
the dialect so that he could do the Lordôs work 
more effectively. Such dedication is indeed 
commendable. Both husband and wife laboured 
34 years for the Lord before returning home. 

There were, of course, many others who came 
after the ñpioneersò. They included but were not 
limited to Mr. Sidney S. Adams, who later married 
a fellow missionary, Mr. & Mrs. Albert E. Phillips, 
and Mr. & Mrs. William Wilson, the last of the 
foreign missionaries. These men and women 
came from diverse homelands and backgrounds, 
but they all had one thing in common: They loved 
the Lord, the Lordôs people, and the lost. 

  

3 This was the opinion of the late Mr. Sidney S. Adams, an 
Australian missionary based in Penang and a competent 
Hokkien speaker himself. 

The saints at Farquhar Street Chapel (circa 1921) 
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1938 ï 2010: Burmah Road 

It was announced in 1938 that ñFrom May the 
25th onward, all services now held in Farquhar 
Street Chapel will be held in the Burmah Road 
Hallò. Why the relocation? As Mr. Adams put it, 
the Chapel was by that time ñvery smallò and 
ñvery inadequateò, so a larger hall was required. 
Also, why ñBurmah Road Hallò and not ñBurmah 
Road Gospel Hallò? Burmah Road Hall was the 
original name; but a name change was thought 
necessary to differentiate it from other types of 
halls commonplace at the time (for example, 
cabaret halls and dance halls). 

A buildingôs name is important; but its purpose is 
as, if not more, important. The saints of 1938 
were crystal clear about the Hallôs purpose, and 
this was their prayerðthat ñthe building may ever 
be to the glory of God, in the salvation and 
upbuilding of soulsò. And from that building, many 
works were later launched. 

But things did not get off to a good start when they 
are seen from a purely human perspective. For 
not long after the relocation came the Second 
World War and the Japanese Occupation. During 
the Occupation, some foreign ñBrethrenò 
missionaries were interred in Changi Prison, 
Singapore, while others managed to leave 
Malaya. Yet assembly testimony never stopped 
during those tumultuous times: it continued under 
the leadership of locals such as Mr. G. N. S. 
Sabapathy, Mr. J. Samuel, Mr. Tan Wah Kim and 
Mr. Tay Hooi Keat. And to the glory of God, at 

least 60 people were saved and added to the 
fellowship during those dark years. 

Large-scale work became possible after the War 
ended. One example is the Bible Camp, the first 
of which was held in 1947. There was, however, 
a scarcity of suitable campsites in those days, so 
BRGH decided to build one with the Lordôs help. 
The result was the Christian Convention Centre 
(CCC) in Batu Ferringhi which opened its doors 
for our Fatherôs business in 1963. 

Indeed, physical buildings are sometimes 
needed for the ñsalvation and upbuilding of 
soulsò. Hence, BRGH was involved in a number 
of other building projects. These included but 
were not limited to Butterworth Gospel Hall 
(1959) and Sungai Nibong Gospel Hall (1982)ð
the so-called ñdaughter churchesò of BRGH. But 
the biggest and most challenging of them all was 
BRGHôs own new building project. The project 
itself begs the question: Why a new building?  

Perhaps unbeknown to many, BRGH is home to 
two assemblies: the Chinese-speaking assembly 
(CSA) and the English-speaking assembly 
(ESA). In the 1990ôs the two assemblies agreed 
that the hall and its ancillary buildings could no 
longer meet their needs, so a new building or 
buildings were needed. (Eventually, each 
assembly submitted its own plans, and so, today, 
each assembly has its own set of buildings.) 
What is noteworthy is that the brethren met for 
the first building committee meeting in November 
1995, but the ESA met to remember the Lord for 

The saints at Burmah Road Hall (circa 1938) 
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the first time at its new building in October 2013. 
In other words, it took 18 years to complete the 
project! This is a long story for another day. It 
should, however, be pointed out that it took a 
ñpolitical tsunamiò4 for the building plan to be 
approved and a financial catastrophe5 to bring 
construction costs down so that the project could 
move forward. Truly, God works in incredible 
ways! 

2013 - Present: BRGH 2.06 

As alluded to earlier, the saints of BRGH have 
been meeting at the ñnewò Hall since October 
2013. Not much history can be made within the 
short space of 11 years. Nevertheless, it is good 
to look back, for history is instructive. And if one 
were to take a good look at BRGH historyð
whether ñancientò or recentðone would see the 
hand of God upon many things. 

A good place to start is 2023. Why this year? 
Because 2023 was a year of anniversaries, and 
anniversaries are an excellent time to count our 
blessings and see what the Lord has done. 

To begin with, 2023 marked the 85th anniversary 
of assembly testimony at Burmah Road and the 
10th anniversary of the new building. These 
milestones would not have been possible if not 
for our God whose faithfulness is great. 

 
4 The opposition in the State became the government of 
the State in 2008. 
5 The collapse of US investment bank Lehman Brothers in 
2008 and its ripple effects. 

2023 was also the 60th birthday of CCC. It 
recently underwent renovation because of wear 
and tear, and the Christian Brethren Secretariat 
Malaysiaôs Legacy Fund made a partial but 
substantial contribution towards the project. 
BRGH is grateful to CBSM and many other 
supporters over the years for their practical 
fellowship and to Jehovah Jireh, our God who 
provides. 

Additionally, it is worth pointing out that the 75th 
iteration of the Bible Camp, which first began in 
1947, was held earlier this year (25 Feb - 2 Mar 
2024). Today, the Camp is no longer organised 
exclusively by BRGH but by the island-side 
assemblies on a rotational basis. The 2024 camp 
was jointly organised by Sungai Nibong Gospel 
Hall and Sungai Ara Gospel Hall. 

One could, of course, look at all the other years, 
but the same pattern will repeat itself:  Every year 
you look at, you will see the hand of God.  

The apostle Paul wrote: ñFor everything that was 
written in the past was written to teach us, so that 
through é the encouragement they provide we 
might have hopeò (Romans 15:4 NIV). 

Thatôs why histories are written. And thatôs why 
histories ought to be read. 

Finally, a short note on the present. Besides the 
weekly Lordôs Supper, BRGH has other meetings 
and ministries. They include the following: 
monthly Gospel meetings; mid-week prayer 

6 The attentive reader will have noticed a gap in the 
chronology (i.e. 2010-2013). The reason for the gap: 
BRGH had to relocate to another meeting place for more 
than 3½ years so that the building project could proceed. 

The saints at Burmah Road Gospel Hall (2023) 
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meetings; Sunday School (known as ñLighthouse 
Kidzò); Youth Fellowship; Emmaus Bible Classes 
(every 2nd and 4th Sunday); regional Bible 
classes (every 4th Wednesday); Ladies 
Fellowship; community outreach; and short-term 
mission trips. Through these meetings and 
ministries, BRGH hopes to achieve a healthy 

balance between the ñsalvation of soulsò and the 
ñupbuilding of soulsòðfor the glory of God. 

Interested readers may visit the website 

https://brgh.church to find out more about BRGH. 
 
 
 

Taiping Gospel Hall 
Dr. Tan Teong Ghee 

(tanteongghee@yahoo.com.sg) 

 

In the 1860s, the missionaries in Penang Island 
paid regular visits to places on the peninsula, 
including Taiping which was an important tin 
mining town. According to one missionary Mr. 
William MacDonald, a mission station was set up 
in 1880 in Kota village near to Taiping town. 
There were 80 names on their roll then. They had 
a piece of land given by the government, situated 
near to many tin mines. A building of wood and 
thatch was erected for the mission, and it was big 
enough to hold 100 persons. 

The missionaries work together with some 
Chinese brethren, one such person was Voon 
Kiong , a preacher and an evangelist. They had 
Chinese meetings as well as English meetings 
even in the 1880s. As the number of believers 
grew, Mr. Phillip J. Hocquard led the Brethren to 
apply  for a land from the Sultan of Perak. They 
were given a land in Kota and in 1890 a new 
building of hard wood and stone foundation 
costing 700 dollars was erected. (Photo 1)  

This building was later demolished to give way to 
tin mining. A new piece of land was given to the 
mission at Kota Road where the present Chinese 
Gospel Hall is now located.  

By 1899, Sundays were usually very busy in 
Taiping, with the English meeting at 8-9am and 
Chinese meeting at 9.30am. Building of a 
separate hall for the English assembly was 

started on a piece of land given for mission work 
at Main Road and on 31st December 1899 the 
English Hall was opened. The first gathering was 
around the Lordôs Table, followed by Gospel 
service and Watch-night service.  

The longest serving missionary in Taiping - 
Mr.Harry Freeman Marks  

Among the missionaries who came to serve in 
Taiping, there was one who served the longest 
time. He was Mr. Harry Freeman Marks from 
England who came to Taiping in the year 1900 
at the age of 28, and only left in 1952 at the age 
of 80. He had the inner conviction that God had 
some work for him in distant land, a conviction 
also shared by his wife Rose, whom he married 
in 1898. 

He heard about Taiping through another 
missionary Mr. Hill, who was on furlough in 
England. In obedience to Godôs calling, Mr, 
Marks and his wife arrived in Taiping after a long 
journey and Mr. Marks gave the first Gospel 
message of the year 1900 in the new English 
Hall. 

In addition to the work in English and Chinese 
Halls in Taiping, he travelled widely in Malaya, 
Siam, Burma and Sumatra to share the Gospel. 
Mrs. Marks spoke Hokkien quite well and did 
much work among the Chinese women. She 
passed away in Taiping in 1935.  

Mr. Marks married again in 1938; the bride was 
Lily Loob who had served in Taiping back in 
1918. 

about:blank
mailto:tanteongghee@yahoo.com.sg
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The Markses were very gifted at visitation work. 
They visited families, fetched children for Sunday 
school and were remembered for being kind and 
loving to those they visited. Mr. Marks was a 
humble, simple but intelligent man of prayer. 
Weekly prayer meetings were held at their 
mission house.  

During the Japanese occupation, all the 
missionaries were evacuated. The Markses went 
to Australia and were able to return to Taiping in 
1946, much to the joy of the local believers. After 
serving faithfully for 52 years in Taiping, they left 
for Canada in 1952. Mr. Marks was called home 
in 1964, and Mrs. Marks in 1976. Praise to the 
Lord for their labour of love and a shining 
testimony of faith and steadfastness. 

 

The Present-2024 

Membership  - we have about 20 members 
meeting on Sunday morning for worship and 
Lordôs Supper in Taiping Gospel Hall and about 
10 members meeting in Kamunting Gospel 
Centre. Every first Sunday of the month, a 
combine meeting is held at Taiping Hall. Most 
members are above 50 years old and retired 
from work.  

Prayer meeting ï we used to meet on 
Wednesday at the assembly hall for prayer, but 
since the Covid 19 pandemic we had to modify 
the way we meet for prayer as a church.  A 
change was made to conduct the prayer 
meetings on phones using social media 
application WhatsApp. More people came to join 
in prayer this way and the prayers can be viewed 
by everyone whose name is on the list of the 
WhatsApp group.  

Bible Study ï A group of brothers and sisters 
participate in a weekly group Bible Study on 
Thursday evening.  It is conducted on Zoom 

Video Conferencing. The study materials are 
taken from Bible Study Fellowship and others. 

Since 2016, a regular meeting for people in their 
golden years was held in the house of Elder Sung 
Lai Su or at one of the church bungalows. It later 
became known as - Joy Fellowship. It is well 
attended by 10-20 people, coming together for 
singing, activities, sharing of Godôs word and also 
delicious good food. The meetings are more 
casual and serve to be a place to invite non- 
believers to come for fellowship. 

Sunday School used to be held after the Sunday 
Worship Service, but since 2024, it was decided 
to move it to Saturday morning to enable more 
children and teenagers to come and participate.  

Taiping Gospel Hall invited Dr. Khong YL to come 
and conduct his STEM Program in Taiping in 
2023. We had had several such one-day event 
called STEM Carnival where up to 100 children 
participated and also smaller events called STEM 
Explorer in between the larger events. Marks 
kindergarten that was started in 1970s is still 
running. There are 2 classes, and we are praying 
for more children to enrol for next year.  

Kamunting Gospel Centre ï The building was 
completed in 2006. Since 2014, believers meet 
regularly in this hall on Sunday for the Lordôs 
Supper.  

Visitation work ï Since late 2023, we formed a 
team of members who are willing to visit church 
members and non-believers that we know to pray 
for and to encourage them. Usually, the visiting 
take place on Sunday after church, but it can be 
on other days if the need arises. Peter Chit, a full-
time worker who joined the church since April 
2023 coordinates the program.  

Nursing Homes - Several members together 
with elder Sung Lai Su goes to various nursing 
homes regularly on weekdays to minister to the 
residents.  

Home Fellowship ï We have meeting in the 
house of various church members on the last 
Friday of the month. These give members and 
friends a chance to get to know each other more 
and to strengthen the bond of love.  

The leaders ï We have 4 elders in the English 
Gospel Hall Taiping Assembly, they are Elder 
Subramaniyan, Elder Sung Lai Su, Dr. Tan 
Teong Ghee and Dr. Ferdinand. There are 2 
deacons, Mr. Leow Kim Fong and Mr. 
Gunabalan.  
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Looking ahead, we see that the average age of 
the church members is getting higher. The young 
people who grew up with the church have left 
Taiping to study and to work in bigger towns and 

cities. The assembly need young adults to join 
and to continue this ministry that had started 
since 1880.

 

Petaling Jaya Gospel Hall (PJGH) 
YL Khong (ylkhong1@gmail.com) 
This article is written, with permission, using information from the PJGH 50th Anniversary booklet, 2009 
 
In 1893, the Chinese Assembly work began in 
Kuala Lumpur. The year also marked the start of 
the Chinese Girlôs School, the fore-runner of the 
Bukit Bintang Girls School (BBGS). In 1894, a 
church was built at Petaling Hill, later called Jalan 
Davidson and today referred to as Jalan Hang 
Jebat. Today, Kuala Lumpur Gospel Hall is 
situated on this site. In 1897, the English-
speaking assembly commenced at Bluff Road 
Hall served by missionaries Mr. and Mrs. TR 
Angus (parents of David Angus), who served till 
the Japanese Occupation in 1940.  

In 1922, the English-speaking congregation 
moved into their new premises at Venning Road.  
Among the Sunday School kids included names 
familiar to the assemblies like Elena Cooke and 
David Boler. Today, the Venning Road Chapel 
site houses the National Mosque. 

The Japanese Occupation saw missionaries 
losing their lives or being detained at Changi. 
Venning Road Chapel itself sustained heavy 
damage.  Venning Road Chapel and its 
congregation rebuilt after the war and ventured 
into new outreach works, including Emmaus 
Bible Correspondence School (formed 1950) and 
Evangel Book Centre (formed late 1950ôs).  

In 1957, a small group began prayer meetings in 
the home of Dr Low Nan Wan at the fledgling 
suburb called Petaling Jaya. That same year, 
Bukit Bintang Boys School opened its doors to 
kids in this developing area. The primary school 
also hosted weekly prayer meetings as well as 
Sunday gospel meetings twice a month. 
Meanwhile, a half-acre piece of land was 
acquired along one of the first main roads in 
Petaling Jaya.  IN 1959, Petaling Jaya Gospel 
Hall was completed at a cost of RM44,000.  Low 
Nan Wan, Arthur E Perera, Willilam Wilson and 
Chang Kim Swee and later Alastair McGregor 
(principal of BBBS, secondary) were elders 
commended to lead the work In 21st March 1959, 
a congregation of about 35 people attended the 
churchôs inaugural service.     

As the assembly grew through the efforts of the 
believers there. Believers from other parts of 

Malaysia who were posted to Kuala Lumpur for 
work and higher education also added to the 
numbers. New elders were added ï Ang Chui 
Pek (1965), David Boler ( 1966) and Lim Peng 
San (1968); they replaced William Wilson and 
Lown Nan Wan who left for Penang and Hong 
Kong respectively. Around the sixties, an 
outreach effort was made in section 14 and 17 
leading to the formation of the Life Chapel. On 1st 
July 1967, The Life Chapel became autonomous 
with Lawrence Chan, Henry Philips, Chew Chye 
Thuan and Billy Tan Gim Hoe as the first elders.  

To accommodate the growing numbers that 
outgrew the seating capacity of 200 pax in the 
main sanctuary, the annex was built in 1972 
which was used for classes, wedding receptions 
and to accommodate congregation overflow. The 
annex also housed a small library.  

The 1980ôs and 1990ôs saw a sprouting of new 
residential areas in the Klang Valley. This 
presented an opportunity for PJGH to birth 4 
more assemblies namely: 

SS Gospel Centre (30 March 1980); Subang 
Jaya Gospel Centre (3 Dec 1989), Banday 
Sunway Gospel Centre (23 Oct 1991) and 
Bandar Puchong Gospel Centre (2 July 1995).  

PJGH was also privileged to partner with the 
Japanese Christian Fellowship for 2 decades 
during this period.  

More elders were added to the Oversight during 
the 80ôs and 90ôs ï Wong Chung Wha ( 1981), 
Koh Gim Lam (1986), Kong Yen Phooi (1988), 
Lee Hong Kwang (1992) and Ong Hock Chye, 
Ong Say Yuan, Tan Kim Shah & Yeoh Seng Kooi 
all in 1994.  In that time, a piece of property next 
door was purchased and converted into the 
Mission House.  

As so it came to pass, that after all the church-
birthing, it was time for PJGH to take stick of 
herself. The 1959 building, though charming and 
cozy, was not equipped to accommodate the 
changes associated with the turn of the 
millennium.    The Lord had blessed the 
congregation with increased numbers as well as 

mailto:ylkhong1@gmail.com
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a treasure trove of individuals. New forms of 
worship, new opportunities for ministry and, most 
importantly, Godôs leading, were all instrumental 
in the decision to rebuild PJGH as a state-of-the 
art worship centre.  The last Lordôs Supper was 
held on 27th July 2003, before the old building 
was demolished. During the construction period, 
the congregation setup in the Mission House next 
door. On 11th November 2007, the official 
Dedication and Thanksgiving of the new 600-
seater building was conducted. 

In addition to regular services, the church hosts 
inter denominational, para-church functions and 
serves as a resource for Klang Valleyôs Christian 
fraternity. More importantly, it is Godôs witness to 
the community at large.    

As we cross the big milestone, we must 
remember that our roots started with the Word of 
God and the confession that ñJesus Christ is 
LORDò (Phil 2:11). Just like the early Brethren, let 
us always be known as ñthe people of the Bookò. 
And let our heartôs desire be to heed the Holy 
Spiritôs leading for further growth ï so our family 
album has no last page until our Lord returns.  

Currently approximately 270 saints fellowship at 
PJGH and the elders helming PJGH and the 
years they became elders are Lee Wee Min 

(1998), Chew Phye Keat (2008), ǢWilliam Yeong 

(2011),  Woon Chung Neng (2018), ǢYap Wai 

Shoong (2019), ǢBenny Kong (2024). 

 

Gospel Hall Kuala Lumpur (GHKL) 
Jimmy Chok (jchokkh@gmail.com) 

 

Introduction 

From the original Land Grant for the purpose 
of an ñindependent missionò, the first 
Chinese speaking Assembly in Kuala 
Lumpur was born, i.e. the Gospel Hall Kuala 
Lumpur (GHKL). Many also refer to the 
Assembly as ñKuala Lumpur Chinese 
Gospel Hallò (KLCGH).  One area of 
significance in the formative years of the 
Assembly was the first ñChinese Girls 
Schoolò in Kuala Lumpur that operated on 
site.  

Even briefly tracing the Assemblyôs long 
history of 130 years, we are filled with awe 
of Godôs Grace and the challenge of His 
Mission! This article only serves to share 
some bits of history of The Assembly early 
developments (see Note).  

GHKL and Early Missionaries: 1st Missionary 
Couple  

In 1889, missionary couple Mr. & Mrs. E. Eagger 
arrived in Kuala Lumpur (KL) from Penang and 
wasted no time in commencing their Gospel 
Mission, both in English and Chinese.  

The KL then was more of a ñkampongò by todayôs 
standard. I have been told that the nearby Jalan 
Petaling was without proper drains in those days. 
Let alone the Mission challenges, the living 
conditions must have called for much sacrifices! 

mailto:jchokkh@gmail.com
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In 1893, Mr. Eagger applied to the then 
government, and acquired a perpetual Land 
Grant for a piece of land on one slope of the 
Petaling Hill, Davidson Road. The purpose of the 
Grant was the establishment of an ñindependent 
missionò and the first buildings were two mission 
houses, one of which still stands today. There 
was also a wooden building with ñattapò roof that 
served as the place for Assembly Gathering 
called ñChinese Gospel Hallò.  

2nd Missionary Couple  

The 2nd missionary couple who arrived in 1903 
was Mr. & Mrs Thomas R. Angus. They left 
Glasgow, Scotland, at the close of the 1800s. Mr. 
Angus served  among the Chinese in KL for about 
40 years, longer than all the early missionaries. 
He spoke Hakka and well known to many in 
Petaling Street as the small build ñwhite man 

Pastor Anò (Ḡ ṷ) in white shirt, who talked 

about ñJesusò to everyone he met!  

On the left is a 
November, 1938 
photo of Mr. & 
Mrs. T R Angusô 

Retirement 
Farewell 

Gathering of the 
Chinese Gospel 

Hall Assembly. In the immediate background is 
the wooden church building that served The 
Assembly for over 40 years. 

We shall also learn later that this building also 
served as the first ñChinese Girls Schoolò in Kuala 
Lumpur!  

 

Missionary Miss Margaret Gibson 

Miss Margaret Gibson came from Australia to 
Gospel Hall Kuala Lumpur in 1928.  She spoke 
perfect Cantonese and her happy and 
warmhearted nature were great attractions for 

ladies and children around here! She served 
tirelessly in Jalan Davidson as well as in the 
Sungai Buloh Leprosy Settlement Gospel Hall. 

About 6 years ago, the 
writer had the 
opportunity to meet 
Miss Gibsonôs nephew 
David in Gold Coast 
Australia.  

(After Miss Gibsonôs 
retirement in the 1951, 
she had lived a number 
of years with her sister, 
Davidôs mother, in 
Brisbane, Australia.) 
David told me the story of his Aunty at the age of 
4, while traveling by sea with her family from 
England to Australia, had a stopover in Singapore 
and declared her desire to return when she grows 
up to serve as a missionary!  God valued her 
desire and heard her prayer! 

In 1941, during the 2nd World War, under the 
Japanese occupation, Miss. Gibson was 
imprisoned in the Singapore Changi Prison and 
endured a fair share of prisoner suffering but 
never did she regretted responding to the 
Missionary Call from the Lord! 

On the right is a 1931 photo of the opening of the 
Sg Buloh Leprosy Settlement Gospel Hall. 
Missionaries and Brethren from GHKL have 
served there since opening. Over the years, 
many leprosy patients have passed through this 
Assembly Gathering place with some, by Godôs 
Grace, receiving Salvation. Most have Gone 

Home To The Lord and, now, a small 
outreach ministry in Bahasa Malaysia is 
ongoing. (That is another story!)   

SG.BULOH
ῖ ̂1931̃

SG.BULOH
̂1988̃

 
























































































