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Diakonia EditorΩǎ bƻǘŜǎ 
WELCOME! 
 
After a 3-year hiatus where only the online version was 
published due to the Covid-19 pandemic, Diakonia 2022 
edition is now made available in print. You may also find the 
PDF version aǘ /.{aΩǎ ǿŜōǎƛǘŜ 
(https://www.cbsm.com.my/site/diakonia/). 
 

For the past 3-years we have 
been sending the PDF 
versions of the Diakonia 
magazine via emails and 
WhatsApp to the AǎǎŜƳōƭƛŜǎΩ 
elders & leadership team. 
We sincerely hope with this 
ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǇǊƛƴǘŜŘ ǾŜǊǎƛƻƴΣ ƳƻǊŜ 
members will be able to take 
the time to read. You may 
participate by contributing 

your thoughts, queries, and suggestions by scanning the QR 
code located at the end of this article. 
 
Diakonia as the name indicates is merely a ministry or 
service by a ǎŜǊǾŀƴǘΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎŜǊǾŀƴǘΩǎ ŎƘƛŜŦ Řǳǘȅ ƛǎ ǘƻ ǎŜǊǾŜΦ 
Servants are not meant to be enterprising or creative. The 
standard and readability of Diakonia depends on all of us. It 
is up to the Assemblies and individual brothers and sisters 
to write and to make use of Diakonia so that it can serve its 
purpose well. Diakonia must cater to the interest of a wide 
range of readers in our Assemblies, from youths to elders. 
¢ƘŀǘΩǎ ŀ ǘŀƭƭ ƻǊŘŜǊΦ /ƻƴǎŜǉǳŜƴǘƭȅΣ ƛǘ Ǌǳƴǎ ǘƘŜ ŘŀƴƎŜǊ ƻŦ ǘǊȅƛƴƎ ǘƻ 
please so many that it appeals to no one in particular. 
Nevertheless, this is the best option for now. Diakonia is the 
only AssemblyΩǎ magazine, and it is only produced once a year. 
 
CƻǊ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ŜŘƛǘƛƻƴΣ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ ŘŜŎƛŘŜŘ ǘƻ ƎƛǾŜ ŀ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ƳƻǊŜ 
focus on the Youth and Young Adults ς their thoughts, their 
challenges, etc. Malaysians are already one of the most 
digitally connected societies in the world, and 80% or 26 
million of the population have access to the Internet, mainly 
through mobile networks. Today, youths have successfully 

embraced the digital age and the digital economy. Hence, 
our Assemblies must move forward embracing the digital 
world too. Since 2020, due to the Covid-19 pandemic, many 
of our Assemblies started to conduct their Sunday services 
and other ministries via on-line meetings. One assembly in 
particular that I know personally has participants dialling in 
from as far as Australia, New Zealand and even from 
Canada! 
 
God performed many miracles through Moses and led the 
people of Israel out of Egypt. The terrified Israelites camped 
ƴŜŀǊ ǘƘŜ wŜŘ {ŜŀΣ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ tƘŀǊŀƻƘΩǎ ŀǊƳȅ ŎŀƳŜ ŎƭƻǎŜǊΦ .ǳǘ 
Moses said to the people, ά5ƻ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ŀŦǊŀƛŘΧ¢ƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ǿƛƭƭ 
fight for you, and you ƘŀǾŜ ƻƴƭȅ ǘƻ ƪŜŜǇ ǎǘƛƭƭέ (Exodus 14:13-
14). As Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, God 
divided the sea and led the Israelites through dry ground. 
God showed His might and His faithfulness. At times we too 
might have a Red Sea experience in our life. Just like how 
the Israelites stood in front of the Red Sea in fear, today the 
world is engulfed in fear of the Covid-19 pandemic and the 
economic uncertainties. But we know that nothing happens 
without the knowledge of God. Nothing is impossible with 
Him. [ŜǘΩǎ Ǉǳǘ ƻǳǊ ƘƻǇŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΦ άLƴ ǘƘŜ ǎƘŀŘƻǿ ƻŦ Your 
ǿƛƴƎǎ L ǿƛƭƭ ǘŀƪŜ ǊŜŦǳƎŜΣ ǳƴǘƛƭ ǘƘŜ ŘŜǎǘǊƻȅƛƴƎ ǎǘƻǊƳǎ Ǉŀǎǎ ōȅέ 
(Psalm 57:1).  
 
God invites us to a new birth through the resurrection of 
Jesus Christ from the dead, and thereby into an inheritance 
that is imperishable, undefiled, and unfading (1 Peter 1:3-
пύΦ [ŜǘΩǎ ŜƳōǊŀŎŜ ǘƘŜ ƘƻǇŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǎ ƛƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ŀƴŘ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ǘƘŀǘ 
He will carry us through this storm. He will never abandon 
us nor forsake us because, He says in Isaiah 43:5, ά5ƻ ƴƻǘ 
fear, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by name, 
ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƳƛƴŜΦέ He wants us to bloom where we are planted. 
In Christ, there is still hope for the world and there is still 
hope for us. 
 
Let us remind ourselves that Diakonia is not just a 
communication instrument for our Assemblies but to some 
ŜȄǘŜƴǘΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ƻǳǊ ƘŜŀƭǘƘ ŀƴŘ ǾƛǘŀƭƛǘȅΦ ²ƛǘƘ DƻŘΨǎ 
ƘŜƭǇΣ ƭŜǘΩǎ ǇŜǊǎŜǾŜǊŜ ǘƻ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ 5ƛŀƪƻƴƛa continues to 
ōŜ ǘƘŜ ǎŜǊǾŀƴǘ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƳŜŀƴǘ ǘƻ ōŜΦ hƴ ŀ Ŧƛƴŀƭ ƴƻǘŜΣ LΩŘ ǘŀƪŜ 
this time to thank all contributors and especially to the 
editorial team for an awesome and splendid job in 
preparing, editing and designing of each article!  
 
In Him, 
Samuel Chandy; sam@elim.my 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Diakonia 202 Editorial Board 
Standing (L-R): Dr Khong Yoon Loong (Bukit Mertajam Gospel Centre), 
Selina Tan (Bandar Puchong Gospel Centre), Lee Zhi En (Temerloh Gospel Chapel) 
Sitting (L-R): Teo Pek Bing (Sg Nibong Gospel Hall), Samuel Chandy (Seremban 
Gospel Chapel) 

Chat @ Diakonia 

diakoniacbsm@gmail.com 
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CBSM CƘŀƛǊƳŀƴΩǎ aŜǎǎŀƎŜ 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
How true it is that the totality of nature and how it is held 
together by the Creator God declares the glory of the Lord! 
In all its majesty and order, it is also a constant witness to 
mankind of how great our God is. Cascading down to us, 
who are created in His image, the lives that we live should 
be a constant declaration of the glory of God. That is the 
greatest constant in our lives. In all that we say or do, may 
it first and foremost bring glory to God.  
 
1 Corinthians 10:31 says, ά{ƻ ǿƘŜǘƘŜǊ ȅƻǳ Ŝŀǘ ƻr drink or 
ǿƘŀǘŜǾŜǊ ȅƻǳ ŘƻΣ Řƻ ƛǘ ŀƭƭ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƎƭƻǊȅ ƻŦ DƻŘέΦ 
1 Corinthians 6:20 says, άCƻǊ ȅƻǳ ǿŜǊŜ ōƻǳƎƘǘ ǿƛǘƘ ŀ ǇǊƛŎŜΦ 
{ƻ ƎƭƻǊƛŦȅ DƻŘ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ ōƻŘȅέΦ 
 
When we declare the glory of God in our lives daily, 
empowered by the indwelling Holy Spirit, we become a 
powerful witness to the unsaved around us, whom God 
deeply loves. 
 
Matthew 5:16 says άLƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǿŀȅΣ ƭŜǘ ȅƻǳǊ ƭƛƎƘǘ ǎƘƛƴŜ 
before others, so that they may see your good works and 
ƎƛǾŜ ƎƭƻǊȅ ǘƻ ȅƻǳǊ CŀǘƘŜǊ ǿƘƻ ƛǎ ƛƴ ƘŜŀǾŜƴέΦ

One specific area where we glorify God is in serving God. In 
every endeavour to serve God may we bring glory to God. 
In John 17:4 Jesus prays, άL ƘŀǾŜ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ȅƻǳ ƎƭƻǊȅ ƻƴ ŜŀǊǘƘ 
ōȅ ŦƛƴƛǎƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƪ ȅƻǳ ƎŀǾŜ ƳŜ ǘƻ ŘƻΦέ  
 
wŜŀŘƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ wŀȅ {ǘŜŘƳŀƴΩǎ ŎƻƳƳŜƴǘŀǊȅ ƻƴ ǘƘƛǎ ǾŜǊǎŜΣ 
we are remƛƴŘŜŘ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎΣ άJesus is pointing out that his work 
that glorified the Father was essentially one of self-
ŜƳǇǘȅƛƴƎέΦ  
 
Serving God is more than having done enough or having 
given my best. It is the selfless obedience and willingness 
to not only go the extra mile but to go the whole distance 
for His Kingdom and purposes. This then is the starting 
point and motivation in Christian ministry, selfless 
obedience, and it brings glory to the Father in Heaven. 
Christ demonstrated such obedience when He went to the 
cross. 
 
Thank you very much to the Diakonia editorial team for 
another edition of the Diakonia 2022. A most appropriate 
verse captioned on the cover of the magazine, reminding 
us of the servant role of CBSM and her publication, the 
Diakonia. 
 
To God Be The Glory. 
 
Chiew Sai Kee; tcjjjj@gmail.com 
Chairman, CBSM 
 
 

 
 

From CBSM General SecretaryΩǎ Desk 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

CBSM continually works towards serving the assemblies 
better. At times, we appear sluggish and conservative or not 
conservative enough. Our goal is to enable and encourage 
brethren to work together in unity by facilitating 
communication and cooperation. This is often challenging 
since we all have our differences, but we have the same 
Lord, the same Mission. 
 

Historically, CBSM serves among the English-speaking 
assemblies. The Chinese-speaking assemblies have since 
formed the CASM (Chinese Assemblies Secretariat 
Malaysia) and we are working with each other. We have 
much to learn and share. In this respect, ALC 2022 is now a 
combined conference between CBSM and CASM. Many of 
the sessions will be bilingual although some will be 
conducted in English or Chinese only.  Aptly, the theme is 
Together! 
 

Assembly Leadership Conference (ALC) 
Due to the Covid 19 pandemic, we were not able to hold the 
biennial Assembly Leadership Conference in 2021. Instead, 
ǿŜ ƘŀŘ ŀƴ ŜƭŘŜǊǎΩ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎ ƻǾŜǊ ½ƻƻƳ ǘƻ Řƛscuss matters 
and particularly to elect the new trustees for the next 2 year 
term. We will be holding the ALC this year 2022 at Port 
Dickson Methodist Centre, 7th ς 10th Sept. There is no 
ŜƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘǊǳǎǘŜŜǎ ŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ![/ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘ ǘǊǳǎǘŜŜǎΩ ǘŜǊƳ 
will only end in 2023 (they were elected in 2021). However, 
there will be an eldersΩ meeting to discuss proposals and 
updates.

ά¢ƘŜ IŜŀǾŜƴǎ 
declare the glory of 
the Lord, and the 
skies proclaim the 
ǿƻǊƪ ƻŦ Iƛǎ IŀƴŘǎΦέ  
 
Psalm 19:1 

mailto:tcjjjj@gmail.com
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Government Recognition of CBSM 
One of the things we discovered during the Covid-19 
Movement Control Order (MCO) is that CBSM, not being 
recognized by the government as representing the 
assemblies became a hindrance. This became painfully 
obvious when the government required churches to apply 
for permission to re-open their church meetings during the 
Recovery MCO through their representative religious 
bodies. CBSM is not recognized by the government as 
official body representing the assemblies, unlike the Council 
of Churches or NECF (National Evangelical Christian 
Fellowship) which represent their member churches. To 
circumvent this issue, CBSM became a member of the NECF 
ǎƻ ǘƘŀǘ ƻǳǊ ŀǎǎŜƳōƭƛŜǎ ŎƻǳƭŘ ŀǇǇƭȅ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ /.{aΩǎ b9/C 
membership number. Before this path could be used, the 
government lifted the need to apply. 
 
CBSM is now attempting to seek the recognition of the 
government so that CBSM may represent the assemblies for 
ŦǳǘǳǊŜ ŀŦŦŀƛǊǎΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƻƴƭȅ ŀ ǊŜǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŀǘƛǾŜ άŦŀŎŜέ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ 
government and is in no way meant to control or determine 
how each individual assembly is governed. Each assembly is 
still answerable to the Lord, not to CBSM. This would be 
similar to NECF which does not determine the practices of 
their members. By being recognized by the government can 
be helpful in several circumstances. For example, if a state 
government is allocating land for Christian churches, CBSM 
can represent the assemblies instead of the local assembly 
in the area which may not have the resources or number of 
believers to justify the need for the land. Or if the 
government seeks to tax an assembly for income, 
άƳŜƳōŜǊǎέ ƻŦ /.{a Ŏŀƴ ǊƛƎƘǘƭȅ ƧǳǎǘƛŦȅ that they are a 

church, especially where some of the assemblies have 
names that do not sound like traditional church names.  
 
CBSM is actively pursuing this by making arrangements to 
meet the right authority. A package of documents has been 
put together to make a strong case that CBSM should be 
recognized. A brother in CFM (Christian Federation of 
Malaysia) is assisting in the application. In the process, we 
discovered a couple of interesting facts: 
1. We are the 2nd άtǊƻǘŜǎǘŀƴǘ ŘŜƴƻƳƛƴŀǘƛƻƴέ ǘƻ ŀǊǊƛǾŜ ƛƴ 

Malaysia in 1855/1860, the first being the Anglicans. 

2. We have copies of marriage certificates dating back to 

1890, solemnized at Mission Chapel, Farquhar Street, 

Penang by William MacDonald. Thanks to Burmah 

Road Gospel Hall. 

Pray with us as we embark on this that the Lord will grant 
us success in this endeavor. 
 

CBMPTB Office 
CBMPTB (Christian Brethren Malaysia Properties Trust 
Berhad) official address now is at CBSM Office. The Title 
Deeds are now safely kept in the fireproof safe at the office. 
We thank the Lord for the new CBMPTB Company 
Secretary, brother Ng See Yen who will be operating out of 
the shared CBSM office. The CBMPTB email contact is: 
cbmptb@gmail.com   
 
In Him, 
Teo Pek Bing; cbsm0709@gmail.com 
General Secretary CBSM 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Christian Brethren Secretariat Malaysia 

Visit us at www.cbsm.com.my 

mailto:cbmptb@gmail.com
mailto:cbsm0709@gmail.com
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CHRISTIAN MISSIONS CHARITABLE TRUST, India (CMCT) 

is a registered Christian Charitable Society in India established 
for the upliftment of the poorest of the poor people in India. It 
was started by Dr. Colleen M Redit a missionary from New 
½ŜŀƭŀƴŘ ǿƘƻ ŎŀƳŜ ǘƻ LƴŘƛŀ ƛƴ мфсп ƛƴ ƻōŜŘƛŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ŎŀƭƭƛƴƎ 
in her life. From the humble beginnings, it has grown today into 
an organization with 27 various ministries and feeds more than 
2000 people every day through the various ministries. CMCT is 
a faith ministry that provides food for the hungry, shelter for the 
homeless and hope for the hopeless. 
 
The VISION of /a/¢ ƛǎ άLives Transformed in India through the 
love of Christέ 
 
!ƴŘ ǘƘŜ aL{{Lhb ƻŦ /a/¢ ƛǎ ά¢ƻ ŜƳǇƻǿŜǊΣ ǊŜ-habilitate and 
to uplift lives, especially the poorest of the poor, by providing 
quality services through education, training, skill 
development, meŘƛŎŀƭΣ ǎƻŎƛŀƭ ŀƴŘ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭ ŀŎǘƛǾƛǘƛŜǎΦέ   
 
The ministries comprise: 
 

Soup Kitchen Ministry 
This ministry to the poor, lonely and needy has been an 
important work of CMCT for many years. We run 7 soup 
kitchens in total which include those in the Leprosy colonies 
and Chinnakuppam.  Four of these are in Chennai and are 
staffed by two members of CMCT each day except Sunday 
when a food packet is given to them. In all we serve a total of 
240 meals each day which for the majority is the only meal of 
the day. 
 
It is not only the practical that we supply but the daily teaching 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƻƴŜ ǿƘƻ ǎŀƛŘ IŜ ǿŀǎ άThe bread which cometh down 
ŦǊƻƳ ƘŜŀǾŜƴέΦ hŦ ǘƘŜ нпл ǿƘƻ ŎƻƳŜ Řŀƛƭȅ ŀǇǇǊƻȄƛƳŀǘŜƭȅ ол҈ 

are men and all meals are provided free of any cost to 
themselves. It is our sincere wish to expand this ministry but 
the availability of suitable premises and equipment is a need 
which we covet prayer for. 
 
Each day a program comprising a time of singing, a thought for 
the day and a little physical exercise. Our social workers sit and 
listen to their problems and as necessary help them with 
applications for Government help such as form filling, 
identification etc. 
 

Child Development Project 
The Child Development project began several years ago with 
the aim of providing a daily holistic program caring for the 
physical, social and spiritual needs of children whose ages 
range from 6 ς 9 years, and this is a 5-year program. There are 
presently 3 projects being conducted in needy areas of the 
city. 
 
Whilst the Government insists on schooling up to the age of 
14, there are many gaps in their development which our 
project seeks to fill spending time with individuals as and when 
possible. 
 
The program starts at 5pm, finishing at 8pm each evening 
when they are given rice, vegetables, eggs, meat and a 
nutritious drink, the highlight of the day! The program is 
conducted in tuition centres and is organised by a teacher, 
social worker, cook and support staff. Overall in charge is a 
project co-ordinator who organises and supervises this work. 
 
We regard this as a highly important ministry and as an 
investment in the lives of children who are worthy of our time 
and prayers.

 

  

 
 

SOUP KITCHEN CHILD DEVELOPMENT PROJECT 

CHRISTIAN MISSIONS CHARITABLE TRUST 
ά ΧōŜŀǳǘȅ ŦƻǊ ŀǎƘŜǎΣ ǘƘŜ ƻƛƭ ƻŦ Ƨƻȅ ŦƻǊ ƳƻǳǊƴƛƴƎΣ  
the garment of praise for the spirit of heaviness έ  (ISA.61 v 3) 
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Leprosy Rehabilitation Project 
CMCT works with three qualified staff in two leprosy colonies, 
namely Allapakkam and Calvary Nagar.  They are being visited 
daily and are involved in different programs. Each month a food 
packet is given to participants which enables them to have 
nutritious meals for at least two weeks during the month. 
 
Regular visits are made by our medical staff including our 
physiotherapist.  We also donate wheelchairs where needed 
and on occasions we have donated goats to families. In the 
evenings, tutorials are provided to school going children to help 
with their studies. 
 
We run a sewing centre for those able to sew and this is a great 
blessing to them especially the young women. We have begun 
a self-help group where among other things they are taught the 
importance of saving regularly for potential emergencies, this is 
proving to be most beneficial. 
 
Daily soup kitchens are held for those whose hands are so 
deformed that they are unable to cook for themselves. It is a 
great privilege to help these people who are so marginalised by 
society and demonstrate our SaviourΩǎ love and compassion. 
 

The Haven Of Hope Handicraft Centre 
The Haven of Hope of Hope Handicraft Centre began in 1970 in 
a small rented garage in Chennai (formerly Madras) with one 
girl.  Throughout the years it has seen thousands of teenage girls 
and women being trained in sewing, cutting, embroidery etc., 
giving them not only a living but a real sense of self-esteem as 
they developed their skills and saw people all over the world 
ready and eager to purchase their beautifully made goods. 
 
For these people, it has been a way out of the cycle of 
poverty and hopelessness. Having been freely trained by 
CMCT for 18 months and then sitting a Government Exam, 
they are then placed in a section of the Centre according to 
their individual skill. 
 
Presently there are 70 staff which includes an Art Section and a 
Screen Printing Department.  The Art work produced by the staff 
is much sort after as folks realise that none of these men have 
ever had any artistic training but produce items revealing their 
own initiative. Since the formation of the Handicraft Centre 
there has never been a time when we have been without orders 
which are now sent worldwide. 
 
From the sale of these handicrafts, it is possible to pay everyone 
a monthly salary.  Also, all staff receive a 50% reduction on all 
medical treatment in our clinics besides sponsorship for their 
children where applicable.  We are able also to cover all staff 
under an Accident and Mediclaim insurance policy.

 

  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Helping Hands Project 
This project was first initiated in May 2021 when the second 
wave of the Coronavirus pandemic hit India with thousands 
dying daily and millions being infected. The need was so great 
that hospitals were overflowing and the country faced a 
desperate situation trying to supply oxygen for the survival of 
patients. 
 

The Government imposed lockdown which made the economy 
and living conditions considerably worse than before and 
because people were unable to work (many with day jobs), they 

were pushed into deeper poverty. They borrowed money, 
pawned their jewelleries and belongings to pay for private 
medical care but it was an every day experience to see loved 
ones dying before their eyes. 
 
With such an overwhelming need, CMCT felt a compulsion to 
act and so established a Helping Hands project. 
 
The generous response from supporters was far in excess of 
what we initially anticipated but this enabled us to reach far 
more than we had thought possible. 

LEPROSY REHABILITATION PROJECT HAVEN OF HOPE HANDICRAFT CENTRE 
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To date we have donated :- 
¶ Dry rations for 10,000 families 
¶ Multivitamin and hygiene supplies for 9,000 families 
¶ 25 families received support for hospital treatments 
¶ 3,000 packed lunches were given to elderly and homeless people  
¶ 7 families received support to re-establish their businesses. 

 
The burden of our hearts is to continue this ministry as the Lord 
 provides and we ask you to pray that this might be so and for us to have the necessary 
wisdom, discretion and compassion as we reach out to those most in need. 
 
Apart from the above ministries we have a school for the underprivileged children that 
educates more than 1,300 children every year, a 24x7 full-fledged health care centre to 
provide quality medical care for the poor and needy, a hostel for girls that provides 
shelter and hope for the orphans and semi-orphans from very poor backgrounds, a 
work among the HIV infected patients and among the disabled. 

 

 
 

 

NEW VENTURES DURING THE YEAR 2022-23 
Bethany Home for the Aged 
 
This project was initiated by the staff of CMCT in appreciation of 
50 years of service in India and 75th birthday of Colleen Redit. It 
took 8 years to see that dream come true and in His perfect time, 
the building is now completed and God willing to open the 
building on September 30th 2022. This is a free care home for the 
destitutes and the elderly people who have no one to care for or 
are abandoned by their children. It has a capacity of 
accommodating 20 guests at a time and we Praise God for 
another opportunity God have opened for us to share His love to 
the poor and needy. 
 

ά ΧƛƴŀǎƳǳŎƘ ŀǎ ȅƻǳ ŘƛŘ ƛǘ ǘƻ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŜŀǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ Ƴȅ ōǊŜǘƘǊŜƴ ȅƻǳ ŘƛŘ ƛǘ ǘƻ aŜ έ 
- Matt. 25 v 40 

 

CHRISTIAN MISSIONS CHARITABLE TRUST 
NO.72, SPUR TANK ROAD, CHETPET, CHENNAI -600031 | +91 ς 44 2836 0354 

WWW.CHRISTIANMISSIONSINDIA.ORG | INFO@CMCTINDIA.IN | CEO@CMCTINDIA.IN 

                                                  /cmctindia.org                   /cmctindia          /cmctindia.org 

HELPING HANDS PROJECT BETHANY SCHOOL 

 

EDUCATION THROUGH SPONSORSHIP for POOR CHILDREN 

BETHANY HOME FOR THE AGED 
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Ministry Updates from India 
Shibu K Mathew (member of Ekklesia Fellowship at Bangalore, 
India); mathew.shibuk@gmail.com 
 
 
The COVID-19 virus wrecked India. As per official records 
till date, over 525,126 people have died due to COVID 
across the country. According to a World Health 
Organization report, the number of COVID deaths in India 
is 10 times greater than the official numbers. Over 1,000 
Christian leaders and missionaries lost their lives. Our 
assemblies too suffered from the loss of many evangelists, 
missionaries, and elders.  
 
The pandemic affected the social, economic, and spiritual 
areas of our lives. Socially, it segregated people and 
families. Economically, many were made jobless. 
Spiritually, the assemblies remained closed for almost two 
years, and outreach ministries were forced to pause. 
 
Initially, the assemblies were perplexed as to how to 
respond to the pandemic. Later on, the assemblies and 
related ministries responded in practical ways. First, 
believers took care of other believers affected by COVID 
after the initial fear and shock. Second, the believers 
provided food packets/groceries for believers and others 
who lost their jobs. Third, some ministries donated 
oximeters and oxygen concentrators. All these efforts 
assisted many during the non-availability of hospital beds. 
Fourth, the ministries started regular support for those 
who became orphans/widows due to COVID deaths. 
 
The COVID-19 virus stalled worship meetings and outreach 
ministries. Yet, online communication channels like Zoom 
and WhatsApp were used to overcome these barriers. 
Some of the older assemblies and older generations 
struggled to use these tools. After the pandemic, many 
assemblies started to use various online and social media 
platforms like Facebook and YouTube to share the gospel. 
Now tools like Zoom/Google Meet are widely used for 
teaching and training. 
 

Persecution 
Persecution against Christians and Muslims is increasing. 
The Religious Liberty Commission of Evangelical Fellowship 
of India documented 145 incidents of religious persecution 
against Christians in its half yearly report 2021. This 
included three murders, attacks or desecration of 22 
churches and places of worship, and 20 cases of 
ostracization or social boycott in rural areas of families who 
refused to renounce their Christian faith.  
 

The Hindu majoritarian groups plan to turn India from a 
secular to a Hindu country. Many state governments are 
introducing anti-conversion bills. These laws restrict 
people from other religious backgrounds from following 
Christ, along with severe punishment for those involved in 
the conversion process. Some of our assembly missionaries 
were jailed or are currently under trial for engaging in 
evangelism under false charges of forced conversion. Bro. 
Charlie, who was distributing tracts, was charged with 
forced conversion and arrested. Later, when journalists 
interrogated him, he boldly explained the gospel and why 
he was doing it. This news was telecasted on many TV 
channels across North India. But God turned the 
persecution into an opportunity for the public 
proclamation of the gospel.  
 
The surveillance and monitoring of churches is on the rise. 
Recently, a survey was ordered by the government in the 
southern state of Karnataka to scrutinize the activities of 
churches. This resulted in many evangelists and elders 
being questioned by the police. Responding to this, a new 
entity called the Federation of Christian Brethren 
Churches (FCBC) consisting of elders and evangelists in 
Karnataka state was formed. The goal is to support the 
local assemblies with legal advice and to represent the 
assemblies before government authorities.  
 
The government is cancelling the permission to receive 
foreign funds to curtail the activities of NGO's and mission 
organisations. Many assembly ministries have lost their 
licenses to receive funds from abroad. Much of the 
ministry in India is supported by diaspora Indians abroad 
and others. As opposition increases against missionaries 
the need for bi-vocational or tentmakers is becoming 
clearer.  
 

Pray for the assemblies in India to tackle these challenges 
wisely; and continue to be steadfast in faith and in 
witnessing with the power of Christ. 

mailto:mathew.shibuk@gmail.com
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Refugees Ministry in Ukraine 
IŀǳǊŜǒ /ƻǊƴŜƭΣ 9ƭƛŀ 5ƛ bǳƴȊƛƻ & Emanuel Besleaga; secretariat@bcev.ro 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
With God's help, we continue the work with the refugees 
and the transportation of food and necessities to Ukraine. 
We would like to share with you some new information 
about this activity. 
 
In this project, we work in three areas: 

1. Refugees that transit our country. 
2. Long-term refugees. 
3. Transport of food and essential products to Ukraine. 

 

1. Refugees that transit our country 
Lately, the flow of refugees has decreased, but the centers 
situated in the border area and Bucharest asked for our 
assistance. These centers were organized in the regions 
with customs points, between Romania and Ukraine, and 
various locations in the country. In May, the busiest center 
was Suceava, which had a flow of 180 adults and 78 
children. In Bucharest, we had a request to takeover and 
support refugees on average three times a week. 
 
In this flow of refugees were also persons who decided to 
return to Ukraine from the countries that hosted them. 
Usually, the refugees that pass through our country 
required accommodation for one or two nights and 
needed help in solving health matters and other 
unexpected situations. In this activity, we also use the tents 
installed at the customs points. In addition to supporting 
the refugees, we also offer them New Testaments Bible 
and tracts in the Ukrainian language. 
 

2. Long-term refugees 
We still have plenty of centers and families hosting long-
term refugees. The families usually have between 5 and 12 
members. In May 2022, in addition to the expenses 
supported by churches and families that host refugees, the 
Christian Brethren Church of Romania - the Union of The 
Christian Brethren Churches paid the amount of 47,600 
Romanian Leu (approximately USD10,000). At the time of 
writing, we are still trying to identify new financial 
resources in order to cover the expenses. 

3. Transport of food and essential products to 
Ukraine 

These aids are carried into Ukraine by humanitarian 
convoys, consisting of several 3.5-ton vans and minibuses. 
To load a van with food we need 3,000 euros. The price 
varies a little, depending on the products that are 
purchased. These products are stored in the warehouses 
and made available for transportation at any time. 
 
We collaborate closely with churches, associations and 
foundations from the country and abroad. The aid reaches 
different parts of Ukraine. The goods are taken from the 
Ukrainian warehouses by teams of Christians from Ukraine, 
who will take these items to the war zones. In this report, 
we are referring to the transports in which we are directly 
involved or those made in collaboration with the churches, 
foundations and organizations associated with us in this 
project. 
 
In May 2022, we settled the amount of 115,000 Romanian 
Leu (approximately USD24,000). From our statistics, the 
most active center in May was Suceava, which organized 
the transport of 63 minibuses with food approximately 120 
tons of goods. We also managed a project promoted by a 
local Community, ά! ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŦǊƻƳ wƻƳŀƴƛŀ ƘŜƭǇǎ ŀ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ 
ŦǊƻƳ ¦ƪǊŀƛƴŜέΦ In this project, families from Romanian 
churches provided for Ukrainian families with boxes with 
food and other supplies of necessities. With the help of this 
project, over 3,000 packages were delivered to Ukraine. 
 
We avoided naming churches, people, organizations or 
foundations in this letter so as to avoid unnecessary 
persecutions. We know that our Loving God knows the toil 
of everyone in the field of the refugees, and He rewards 
according to His will. 
 
Please send all our regards and thanks. God bless you! 
 
On behalf of the team, 
IŀǳǊŜǒ /ƻǊƴŜƭ 

 

Ukraine emergency, travel notes 
Elia Di Nunzio 
 
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 
 
I went to a distribution center for Ukrainian refugees which 
brother Emanuel Besleaga of Varfu Campului, in Romania. 
It is located about 20 kilometres from the border with 

Ukraine. We travelled to the border of Romania and 
Ukraine to bring bread and various other materials for our 
brothers and sisters of Ukraine who are the hardest hit by 
this immense tragedy. It was an intense and particularly 
sad scene. It made me realize, once again, how privileged 

mailto:secretariat@bcev.ro
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ǿŜ ŀǊŜΣ ŀƴŘ ǇŜǊƘŀǇǎ ǿŜ ŦƻǊƎŜǘ Ƙƻǿ ƎǊŜŀǘ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΩǎ ƎǊŀŎŜ 
is upon us. Seeing these brothers work so tirelessly 
unloading trucks from all parts of Europe, then reloading 
them on trucks for Ukraine and Moldova. It is truly 
commendable. There is a constant coming and going of 
vehicles. These brothers start very early in the morning, in 
bitter cold, and end very late in the evening exhausted, but 
joyful for the job done.  
 
At the border, I witnessed truly dramatic and heart-
breaking scenes. A continuous passing at the border of very 
young women with young children. Eyes filled with tears 
for having left their husbands to fight for their land and 
children happy to have received a small stuffed animal, 
safe from the incessant noise of the bombs. I had the 
opportunity to visit a refugee centre, where I saw how a 
Christian charity brought relief and peace of mind to these 
women and children. The Lord is working in the midst of so 
many difficulties.  
 
I saw Brother Emanuel handling the economic hardship 
coping with the payment of transportation, but as he 

confided in me, just at the right time comes the help and 
the necessary gifts. He always tells me, "I have put my trust 
in our God and I am sure that He will not abandon me and 
will provide the necessary means to carry on this service for 
His glory." 
 
We pray that it will bring blessing to the hearts of those 
being helped. Two of our co-workers were killed while they 
were bringing aid, one was married and the father of two, 
and another the father of 12. Another collaborator is alive 
by a miracle because he picked up a food package to take 
it to a basement and when he came back his car was 
machine-gunned and so many people were blown to 
pieces. A very high price paid and the war is still not over. 
Please continue supporting Ukraine.  
 
We require aids of all kinds but especially financial 
assistance to carry on with this work. God bless you. 
 
Affectionate greetings in the Lord. 
Elia Di Nunzio 
 

 

άWŜǎǳǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ƻǳǊ [ƻǊŘΤ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƘƛƳ ǿŜ ǊŜŎŜƛǾŜŘ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŀŎŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀǇƻǎǘƭŜǎΣ ǘƻ ōǊƛƴƎ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ obedience 
ƻŦ ŦŀƛǘƘ ƛƴ ŀƭƭ ƴŀǘƛƻƴǎΣ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƎƭƻǊȅ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ƴŀƳŜΧέ 

  
Beloved in Christ,  
 

This war in Ukraine has united us in a special way among 
many people, associations, and churches. It is our privilege 
to work with people like ȅƻǳ ǿƘƻ ŎŀǊŜ ŀōƻǳǘ DƻŘΩǎ ǿƻǊƪ ƛƴ 
such a strong and determined way. We were able to send 
lots of aids to Ukraine where we personally delivered for 
distribution in the war zone areas. We usually ship water, 
bread, packaged food, clothing, and medicines. Thank you 
for your assistance in feeding thousands of people, 
especially women and children. We assisted so many 
children who had serious health problems and since they 
had to flee the war, they can no longer have the right care 
in specialized hospitals. So, we look for a hospital in Italy or 
other countries and pay for their trip and send them to 
these hospitals to be taken care of.  
 

We have children with very severe trauma, children from 
Dombas or other bombed cities. 12 of them were taken to 
Romania and another 41 are still in Cernauti. They are 
children with irreversible trauma! We are looking for a 

solution for them. The war is not over, and neither are the 
cries for help of these isolated children locked up in the 
basement with their mothers or grandparents. A new 
project is starting where by the end of June 2022 we want 
to prepare a special load of fruit, food, hygiene products, 
bread and even an evangelistic event to reach the people 
not only to help them survive but also to teach them the 
way to know the God's love in Christ Jesus our Lord.  
 

This project brings together many people, trucks, goods of all 
kinds and evangelistic materials. These days we evaluate the 
risks and the possibilities. These are all areas on the border 
with Russia where the war is ravaging strong now. Our entire 
missionary team and the Ukrainians who have been assisted 
by us greet you and thank you for your prayers.  
 

God bless you! With special appreciation for, the Eastern 
European missionary group.  
 
Emanuel Besleaga & Elia Di Nunzio 
CADME ς Mission Service Group
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Making Disciples that Make Disciples 
Tan Kian Huat; kian@sangkhimchurch.org 
 
Kian and Akiko helped start the Sangkhim Canaan School 
(SCS) work in June 2009, with just 15 students enrolled in 
the first batch of the kindergarten class. Today there are 
more than 700 students and 50 staff in Kindergarten, 
Primary, Middle and High School. This year the first batch of 
Grade 12 students will be graduating. Sangkhim Canaan 
{ŎƘƻƻƭ ƛǎ ŀ ƭŀǊƎŜ άYŜƭƻƴƎέ όŦƛǎƘƛƴƎ ǇƻƴŘύ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ Ƴƛǎǎƛƻƴ 
work. Through the school, we also have direct contact with 
the family members of the students. Potentially, there are 
more than 2,000 fish in our fishing pond that need the 
gospel! Kian spends only 10% of his time providing 
leadership guidance to the School Management Team. 
Most of our time is with Sangkhim Church and Bethany 
House, focusing on evangelistic outreach and discipleship 
training. 

In 2017, Kian and Akiko relocated to reside in Kampong 
Chhnang, serving as overseas missionaries to do church 
planting. Annie Khoo joined the team in 2018. The new 
Sangkhim Church is about five years old and has 40+ 
baptised members. However, due to the pandemic 
disruption, some 40% have the habit of not coming. A lot of 
pastoral work is needed to seek out these lost sheep. We 
have three Cambodian co-workers caring for these believers 
and catching more fish from the school. On alternate 
Mondays, the foreign and local workers meet for fellowship 
and training.  We focus on equipping the local workers and 
encouraging the believers of Sangkhim Church to engage in 
the Great Commission. This strategy applies our mission 
statement: ά¢ƻ ǊŜŀŎƘ ŀƴŘ ǘŜŀŎƘ /ŀƳōƻŘƛŀƴǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅ Ƴŀȅ 
obey the Great Commission of making disciples that make 
ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜǎ ŦƻǊ /ƘǊƛǎǘΦέ 
 

Every year, Sangkhim Church organises three Camps. The 
ChildrenΩǎ Camp in May 2022 has 250 children from 
Kindergarten to Primary 5, spending two days in the chapel 
with craft activities and listening to the gospel messages. In 
June 2022, we have the BASIC camp that provides another 
excellent opportunity for outreach to the Primary 5 & 6 
students. More than 80 students, including selected older 
student helpers, spent three days cƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜŘ ōȅ DƻŘΩǎ 
Word. We hope these students will receive salvation before 
moving on to secondary school. The Youth Camp for ages 12 
to 18 takes place in September. Sangkhim Church seeks to 

fish more students for Christ and channel them to churches 
in Kampong Chhnang through these evangelistic camps. We 
hope that new members are added to Sangkhim Church. 
May the church grow in grace and knowledge of Christ and 
actively engage in the Great Commission of making 
disciples. 
 

In 2019, the three foreign missionaries moved into Bethany 
Mission House with six Cambodian children and a 
Cambodian helper. Bethany House is a haven of rest for 
foreign missionaries. It makes it possible for a new arrival to 
settle down quickly so they can focus on ministry instead of 
being bogged down by the need for safe accommodation 
and meal preparation. We welcome visitors to serve on 
short-term and long-term missions.  
 
Bethany House ministry includes practical discipleship 
training for the Cambodians living with missionaries. These 
children learn the Christian disciplines, bible study, daily 
devotion, prayers, service, etc. They are helping in the youth 
ministries of Sangkhim Church. 
 
The next project which is to equip the Cambodians to 
become disciple-makers is the Sangkhim GLO Bible School. 
The bible school will provide ten months of residential 
discipleship training for Cambodians (age 18 and above), 
following the GLO Australia CrossConnect Discipleship 
Course format. We have prayed for the bible school for 
more than ten years and, more specifically, in the last four 
years, the Lord had given us a clearer picture. Since the 
international borders are now open for travel in post-
COVID, we are moving forward with excitement. 

 
The bible school students will initially come mainly from 
Kampong Chhnang and later from other provinces. Some of 
them will be high school graduates of SCS spending a 
sabbatical year before entering university or entering the 
workplace. The bible school will equip them with bible 
knowledge, NT church principles and ministriesΩ skills to 
serve as Sunday School teachers, youth leaders, and church 
workers. They will serve in their churches, and some, as the 
Spirit enables, may help to plant new assemblies in 
Cambodia. 

Kampong 
Chhnang, 
90 km North 
of Phnom 
Penh, 
Cambodia 
 

Children Camp ς May 2022 

mailto:kian@sangkhimchurch.org
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Patterning after GLO CrossConnect, the training will be 
practical. Students will engage in evangelistic projects like 
Children Camp, Youth Camp, BASIC Camp, and weekly 
attachments to local churches to help their Sunday Schools 
and Youth Groups. The students will also work in the 
Bethany Farm (Hydroponics and Fish) and assist at 
Sangkhim Canaan School (Christian Education and CCA). The 
students will conduct a mission trip to one of the provinces 
in Cambodia with a local church. 
 
Boret Chheng, one of our local full-time workers, will be the 
Bible School principal. His wife, Kunthea, will support him as 
a housemother to the students living on campus. Boret is a 
mature and faithful Christian brother. He is a loving husband 
and a caring father to three children. He has a heart fully 
committed to serving the Lord.  
 
Boret Chheng started doing full-time in 2010 while studying 
in a Baptist Bible school. His ministries include managing an 
orphanage, teaching at Highland Bible College in Kampong 
Som and ministering in several small churches in Kampong 
Speu, Kampot and Teukphos. He helped to plant two village 
churches. In 2019, Boret moved back to Kampong Chhnang 
to be near his family and joined Sangkhim Church as a 
commended worker. 
 
The bible school students will live in accommodation 
provided and study in classrooms & libraries located in 
Sangkhim Church (chapel). If necessary, we may build some 
classrooms on the flat roof of the Bethany House building. 
Breakfast and Lunch will be at Manna House, the school 
canteen managed by Akiko. The bible school students will 
prepare dinner and meals on weekends when Manna House 
is closed. Their accommodation will be in two blocks of 
prefab Cambodian Style House. The principal and his family 
will live next to the students in one such house. We will be 
building the three prefab Cambodian Houses for the bible 

school in 2024. The maximum intake is eight men and eight 
women per batch. The students will be on scholarships 
covering food and lodging.  
 
Boret is now studying an Online English Course to prepare 
himself. His IELTS Score is 4.0. He needs to improve his score 
to 4.5 to apply for the Australian student visa. From Jan 
2023 to Nov 2024, Boret and his family will be in GLO 
Australia to study the CrossTalk (10 months English Course). 
He needs to obtain an IELTS score of 5.5 to continue with the 
CrossConnect (10 months Discipleship Course). They will 
attend and be involved in assemblies in Sydney. They will 
return to Kampong Chhnang in November 2024. GLO Australia 
will provide a partial scholarship covering the course fees. We 
ǿƛƭƭ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ .ƻǊŜǘΩǎ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ƭƛǾƛƴƎ ŜȄǇŜƴǎŜǎ ƛƴ !ǳǎǘǊŀƭƛŀΣ ƳŜŘƛŎŀƭ 
insurance, visa applications, and flight tickets. 
 

Meanwhile, we will be preparing the facilities of the Bible 
School. God willing, we will commence building three blocks 
of Cambodian House and prepare the classrooms, library and 
study area in 2024. The Sangkhim GLO Bible School aims to 
admit the first batch of students in January ς October 2025. 

 

About Tan Kian Huat and Akiko 
Kian Huat was commended by Bethesda Hall (Ang Mo Kio, Singapore) in 2009 for full-time 
Christian mission work. He served as an elder of Bethesda Hall from 1992 to 2017, involved in 
pastoral care, visitations, marriage counselling, preaching and teaching. He led many mission 
teams to visit several Asian countries. In 2009, he helped to establish Sangkhim Canaan School 
in Cambodia. In 2017, together with his wife, Akiko, they relocated to reside in Kampong 
Chhnang, commended as overseas missionaries, where they started Sangkhim Church (2017) 
and Bethany Mission House (2019). The next project is the Sangkhim GLO Bible School. They 
focus on evangelism & discipleship to the local community and leadership development.

BASIC Camp ς June 2022 

Boret and Family (Khunthea, Naomi, Eli and little Hannah) 

Prayer Pointers 

¶ DƻŘΩǎ ƎǊŀŎŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǘƘǊŜŜ ŦƻǊŜƛƎƴ ƳƛǎǎƛƻƴŀǊƛŜǎ όYƛŀƴΣ 
Akiko and Annie) to cope with the challenges of living 
in a less-developed country; and wisdom to overcome 
the cross-cultural ministry, language, food, and 
mindset, focusing on equipping the Cambodians. 

¶ Growth of Sangkhim Church members to become true 
disciples actively engaging in the Great Commission of 
making disciples. 

¶ Plan for starting the Sangkhim GLO Bible School with 
Boret and family, spending 2 years in GLO Australia in 
2023 ς 2024. 

¶ Resources (finance, people, and skills) are needed to 
build facilities for the Sangkhim GLO Bible School. 
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!ƴƴƛŜΩǎ !ƴŜŎŘƻǘŜs 
Annie Khoo; khoo.annie@gmail.com 

The flight tickets I booked in early 2020 were rescheduled several times and finally cancelled.  I had been away from home for 
the longest stretch of time during the pandemic. When or will I even get to go home?  After more than two and a half years 
away, thank God for the opportunity to go home recently. 
 
As the Covid-19 restrictions eased, I met up with family and friends. Thank God for His blessings upon blessings for not only did 
I get to spend time with so many people and feasted on a wide variety of foods, but I finally met my two-year-old grandniece 
in person and my newly born grandnephew too. Weeks before I arrived home, someone whom I have never met in person had 
offered to let me use his still brand-new car to get around in Penang. This act of kindness baffled my non-Christian relatives 
and it became a wonderful testimony of Christian love. God also sent an angel to accompany me on my first Electric Train trip 
ǘƻ Y[Σ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ōƻǘƘ ǿŜƴǘ ǘƻ ƳŜŜǘ .ǊŜƴŘŀ [ƛƳΦ  DǊŀǘŜŦǳƭ ŦƻǊ DƻŘΩǎ Ŏƻǳntless blessings, I returned to Kampong Chhnang, refreshed 
and fulfilled. 
 
.ŀŎƪ ƛƴ YŀƳǇƻƴƎ /ƘƘƴŀƴƎΣ ǘƘŜ Ǌŀƛƴȅ ǎŜŀǎƻƴ ƘŀŘ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘΦ [ȅ [ƛƴΩǎ 
grandfather had gotten busy planting rice and cashew nut 
seedlings while I was away.  Thank God that after a couple of 
weeks upon my return, the Bible study with Ly Lin and both her 
grandparents could resume again.  
 
During the Pol Pot Regime, whole populations were displaced. 
Families were separated.  People were forced to work in 
communal farms.  Many died from execution, starvation, disease 
ŀƴŘ ƻǾŜǊǿƻǊƪΦ  [ȅ [ƛƴΩǎ ƎǊŀƴŘŦŀǘƘŜǊ ǎǳǊǾƛǾŜŘ ǘƘŜ ǿŀǊΣ ǊŜǘǳǊƴŜŘ ǘƻ 
his hometown and got married. The village head organised the 
villagers to work together to build a house for each family.  Ly 
[ƛƴΩǎ family lives in the same house till this day. Pray that ǘƘŜȅΩƭƭ 
be willing to be the House of the Living God.  
 
tǊŀȅ ǘƘŀǘ ŀǎ DƻŘΩǎ ²ƻǊŘ ƛǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴǘŜŘΣ ŀƴŘ ōȅ ǘƘŜ ǇƻǿŜǊ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Iƻƭȅ {ǇƛǊƛǘΣ ǎƻƻƴΣ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŜȅŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƻǇŜƴŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅ ǿƛƭƭ ǘǳǊƴ 
from darkness to light, and from the power of Satan to God, so that they may receive forgiveness of sins and a place among 
those who are sanctified by faith in Christ. 

Please pray for these people too: 

 
* Raksa ς  Raksa is our G12 student undergoing chemotherapy in Bangkok.  Her parents forbade her to believe in Jesus, but 
she secretly continued to believe.  When she was diagnosed with leukaemia, her parents brought her to a fortune teller. The 
ŦƻǊǘǳƴŜ ǘŜƭƭŜǊ ǎŀƛŘ ƘŜ ŎŀƴΩǘ ƘŜƭǇ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ wŀƪǎŀ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ŦŀƛǘƘ ό.ǳŘŘƘƛǎƳύΦ hƴƭȅ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ǇǊŀȅŜǊǎ ŦǊƻƳ ΨǘƘŜƳΩ 
(Christians) can help Raksa. So please continue to pray for Raksa and may the Lord use this situation to turn her family around 
to believe in Christ too. 

What did I learn during the Covid-19 Pandemic? 
* Fix my Eyes on Jesus - No matter what happens. 
* Learn to Sleep in the Storm as Jesus did, even during the 

waves of Covid-19 and whatever else that is looming. 
* Death is only a Powerless Shadow on the way Home. 
* Treasure Relationships ς spend time with people. 
* Keep Loving God, Loving Others & Making Disciples.  
* 9ƴƧƻȅ DƻŘΩǎ /ǊŜŀǘƛƻƴ and look forward to the New 

Heaven & Earth which will be more glorious than ever. 
 

Ly Lin our Grade 6 student and her grandparents. 

Raksa Seiha Thea Somaly 

Sotheara 

mailto:khoo.annie@gmail.com
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* Seiha & her family ς Seiha and her husband have four children in our school.  Her 13-year-old son, Soeun Sambath, 
is in danger of being a school drop-out. After attending the BASIC camp in June, he believed in Christ.  Pray that he 
ǿƛƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ ƘƻǇŜ ϧ ƳƻǘƛǾŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǎǘǳŘȅ ŀƎŀƛƴ ŀǎ ƘŜ ǎǘŀǊǘǎ Ƙƛǎ ƴŜǿ ƭƛŦŜ ƛƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘΦ tǊŀȅ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ŦŀƳƛƭȅΩǎ ǎŀƭǾŀǘƛƻƴ, too. 
 

* Thea Somaly  & Sothera ς they are our school teachers.  Please pray that they will receive Christ soon. 
 
I am using the Big Picture Story Bible to read and discuss with two small 
groups of students. Pray that they will know and believe in the Saviour.  Pray 
that the Lord will show me a few students who have the potential to be 
nurtured and discipled in the coming years.  Students who love God and 
have leadership potential. 
 
My new music students, Chakriya and Somatra, want to learn piano so that 
they can serve God.  Pray that they will be diligent to practise.  Meantime, 
Eli is getting better and better at playing the guitar.  His elder sister, Naomi, 
is already playing the piano for worship and youth meetings.  Thank God for 
such wonderful kids. 

 
During the Covid lockdown, we started our first 
ladies fellowship online.  Now, we meet in church 
after work.  The ladies group also come together 
after the Sunday sermon to discuss about what 
we have learnt.  Please pray for me as I equip 
Ratha and Kunthea for service to lead the ladies 
group.  May the Holy Spirit empower them to 
grow in their leadership role.   
 

Over the past couple of years, the Lord has increasingly led me into 
counselling and pastoral care.  As the Lord leads more people to me, may 
He also give me more wisdom and discernment to help them, together with 
support from experts back home. 
 
Pray that our Sangkhim Church leaders and members will grow to be true 
disciples of Christ.  Pray that we will all love God, love others and make 
ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜǎ ǘƻ ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘ ŀƴŘ ŜȄǇŀƴŘ DƻŘΩǎ ƪƛƴƎŘƻƳ ƛƴ /ŀƳōƻŘƛŀΦ Thank you 
for journeying and praying with us. 

 

 

 

Together for His Kingdom, 

Annie Khoo 
khoo.annie@gmail.com   

 

 òYour kingdom come, Your will be done on earth, as it is in heaven.ó (Matt 6: 10) 

 
 

Somatra Eli Chakriya 

mailto:khoo.annie@gmail.com
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Myanmar ministries: 
Working From My Heart 
Wai Yue; wwgarden@protonmail.com 
 
I think in the pre-Covid era, working from home (WFH) was 
not commonly available and probably only sought after by 
carers either of children or old people who needed to have 
more flexible working hours. As the Covid-19 started to 
spread globally, employers and companies and internet 
accessibility have made it possible for employees to 
continue to WFH. 
 
As the COVID situation in Myanmar became more serious, 
we had to stop most of our ministries since most of our 
activities involved the gathering of a large number of 
people. This would have made it a perfect combination for 
the spread of Covid-19. However, after sitting at home for 
two weeks, I was wondering how do missionaries WFH? 
How are we to support the people when we cannot be 
physically present for them especially in this time of great 
need?  
 
!ǎ L ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΣ άIƻǿ Řƻ L ²CIΚέΣ L ǿŀǎ 
reminded to Work From (my) Heart instead. What do I see 
around me? How do I feel? What are the needs? What is 
my heart telling me to do? What transpired was the Olive 
Tree sewing ministry, where groups of ladies were brought 
together to be trained and sew products such as cushion 
covers, toilet roll holders, grocery bag holders while being 
paid for it.  
 
The purpose of this initiative is to journey together with the 
ladies during the pandemic by supporting them not only 
financially, but also emotionally and spiritually so that they 
can thrive in their faith even in the midst of challenging 
times. The name is inspired from Psalms 52:8 (NLT) ς άBut 
I am like an olive tree, thriving in the house of God. I will 
ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ǘǊǳǎǘ ƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ ǳƴŦŀƛƭƛƴƎ ƭƻǾŜΦέ  
 

In Myanmar, very few have the privilege to work from 
home and be paid for it. Many of them are daily wage 
earners and their work cannot be done from home. If they 
were not at work, then they will not be paid for that day. 
Unfortunately, many do not have a choice during the 
pandemic as their places of work are closed. I have also 
been in contact with some churches where they no longer 
have the funds to pay their teachers as the pre-schools are 
closed.  
 

The question in my heart waǎΣ άIƻǿ Ŏŀƴ L ǇǊƻǾƛŘŜ ŀƴ 
ƛƴŎƻƳŜ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜƳΚέ !ƴ ƛŘŜŀ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ŦƻǊƳƛƴƎ ƛƴ Ƴȅ ƘŜŀŘ ƻŦ 
making something to sell, and much of the inspiration for 
the products are from things found in my apartment. So, I 
did some samples, wrote a proposal and made a few calls 
and by May 2020, we were all set to start. By August, I had 
19 ladies divided into 4 groups sewing different things and 
being paid for it. We had to break into 4 groups as we were 
only allowed to gather in groups of 5 then.  
 

{ŜǿƛƴƎ Ƙŀǎ ƴŜǾŜǊ ōŜŜƴ Ƴȅ ǎǘǊŜƴƎǘƘ ŀƴŘ LΩŘ ƴŜǾŜǊ ŜǾŜǊ 
thought of doing a sewing ministry. It really felt like the 
ōƭƛƴŘ ƭŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ōƭƛƴŘΦ LΩŘ ōŜ learning from YouTube one 
day and then teaching it to others the next, and sometimes 
ǿŜΩŘ ŀƭƭ ōŜ ǿŀǘŎƘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ¸ƻǳ¢ǳōŜ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ L ŎŀƴΩǘ 
remember what I did. But we all had fun because when our 
hands work, our mouths would be working too. We would 
be telling stories, sharing testimonies, praying and 
encouraging one another with the Word.  
 
There were 3 pre-believers amongst us and they felt very 
comfortable with us and is still connected with the church 
today. It was certainly a blessing to be able to journey 
together through the pandemic and for some of these  

 
ƭŀŘƛŜǎΣ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ Řŀȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǿŜŜƪ ǘƘŜȅ most look forward to. 
Unfortunately, when the coup happened on 1 Feb 2021, 
we had to stop meeting because of all the protests and 
being a foreigner, it wasnΩǘ ǎƻ Ŝŀǎȅ ŦƻǊ ƳŜ ǘƻ ƳƻǾŜ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ 
ŀƴȅƳƻǊŜΦ Lƴ ŦŀŎǘΣ ŀ ŦƻǊŜƛƎƴŜǊΩǎ ǇǊŜǎŜƴŎŜ ŀǘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƻǊ 
homes may pose a danger to them.  
 

The coup is actually a much greater blow to the country 
than the pandemic. Our team saw civil servants choosing 
to participate in the Civil Disobedience Movement, which 
resulted in many teachers, doctors and nurses having to go 
into hiding.  Our team saw the future of children and youth 
being robbed, and their parents, who have gone through a 
previous coup, feeling disheartened. When protesters 
showed no sign of fear or retreat, the junta responded with 
greater violence. The soldiers were shooting 
indiscriminately into hospitals. No one was safe. 
 

I had surgery in Yangon in December 2020 and as the 
hospital was in a protest hotspot, further consultation and 
follow-ups on my recovery became almost impossible and 
unsafe. As a result, I had no choice but to come back to 
Malaysia in April 2021 for my treatment. Not as one who 
can sit at home for long, I began to explore different things. 
CƻƭƭƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǾŜƭŀǘƛƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ aȅŀƴƳŀǊΣ L ǿƻƴŘŜǊŜŘ άIƻǿ 
can I Work From (my) HŜŀǊǘΚέ 

mailto:wwgarden@protonmail.com
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I learnt about the Myanmar refugees in Malaysia and their 
experiences during the pandemic. Many of them were 
infected with the Covid-19 during the first wave. During the 
extended Movement Control Order /  Emergency 
Movement Control Order (MCO/EMCO) many of them 
could not work as things were closed and they have trouble 
paying for their house rent and also basic necessities. That 
is when I felt led to start the Olive Tree Sewing Project here 
in Kepong in partnership with the Malaysian Myanmar 
Ministry (MMM).  
 
Initially, there were 12 ladies on the list and I panicked as 
we did not have any funds and I may end up with a lot of 
stock if the products cannot be sold. But the Lord in His 
grace opened doors for half of them to get longer term 
employment elsewhere, so I ended up with a group of 6 
ladies.  We started meeting once a week in January 2022. 
When we meet, the ladies will complete a sample each, 
then they take materials home to sew more and they get 
paid for what they had made at home the following week. 
It works well for them because most of them have young 
children at home, and by paying them for each item they 
produce helped me with quality control. 
 
However, even in Malaysia, there are some challenges in 
this initiative. It has been said that missionaries are not 
good business persons, and I have to confess that I am one 
of them. Marketing the products have been challenging 
partly because of the pandemic as well. The biggest 
challenge is in the longevity of this initiative. While I would 
have loved to continue working with these ladies, my 
calling is to return to Yangon and to continue serving the 
Myanmar people there. Unfortunately, during my time 
with this initiative, the Lord has not opened doors to bring 
someone else to work alongside or to take it forward.  
 
Our final session for this group was at the end of June. It 
has been a joy to have journeyed with all these ladies 
through the pandemic and I am very humbled to hear their 
testimonies of how their confidence has been boosted and 

faith grown. One of them said, άL ƴƻǿ realized that I can 
make something ς I made wallets and bags and so many 
ƻǘƘŜǊ ǘƘƛƴƎǎΦ LΩƳ ƘŀǇǇȅΦέ  Another said, άLǘ ŦŜŜƭǎ ƎƻƻŘ ǘƻ 
earn my own money. I support my husband for his 
ǘǊŀƴǎǇƻǊǘŀǘƛƻƴ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƳƻƴŜȅ L ŜŀǊƴŜŘΦέ  
 
Even as the situation is returning to normal now, one of the 
ƭŜǎǎƻƴǎ LΩǾŜ ƭŜŀǊƴǘ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǇŀƴŘŜƳƛŎ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘ ƛǎ 
able to use any situation to His purpose. Even in situations 
ǿƘŜǊŜ ǿŜ ŀǊŜ ƭƛƳƛǘŜŘΣ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǳǎ Ŏŀƴ ²CIΧ ǿƻǊƪ ŦǊƻƳ όƻǳǊύ 

hearts.  Allow the Lord to stir your hearts and see the needs 
around you. You may not have the skills or the funds, and 
that is alright. Work from your heart as the Lord leads you 
and take one step at a time. 
 
In Matthew 14:13-21, it was the Lord who multiplied the 
five loaves and the two fishes to feed the five thousand. 
²Ƙŀǘ ŀǊŜ ȅƻǳǊ άŦƛǾŜ ƭƻŀǾŜǎ ŀƴŘ ǘǿƻ ŦƛǎƘŜǎέ ǘƻŘŀȅΚ !ǊŜ ȅƻǳ 
ready to work from your heart?

 

 
 

KAPASAN NEWS: Brethren Assemblies of Philippines 
Jesmar S. Espiritu, KaPaSan Secretary & KPS Newsletter Team; bingjaffy@gmail.com 
 

Compassionate Ministry 
 

ά!¸¦5!έ ς A RELIEF FOR EVERYONE! Give according to your ability, take according to your needs. 
 
Community Pantry became the new concept in doing relief operations in 2021. This concept was inspired by the hospitality 
ŀƴŘ ƪƛƴŘƴŜǎǎ ƻŦ CƛƭƛǇƛƴƻǎ ǿŜ Ŏŀƭƭ ά.!¸!ILI!bέΦ ¢Ƙƛǎ ƛǎ ŀƴ ƻǇŜƴ ǇŀƴǘǊȅ ǿƘŜǊŜ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ƳŜŀƴǎ ŎƻǳƭŘ ƎƛǾŜ ŦǊŜŜƭȅ ŀƴŘ 
those in need could take freely. By the grace of God and His provision, we had the chance to serve one another especially at 
this time of the pandemic. 
 

ά¢ƘŜǊŜŦƻǊŜ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ƻƴŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ōǳƛƭŘ ƻƴŜ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊ ǳǇΣ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀǎ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ŘƻƛƴƎΦέ 1 Thessalonians 5:11 
  

mailto:bingjaffy@gmail.com
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KAPASAN WORSHIP & PREACHING SERVICES: PALANGOY, KASINAY & SAN CARLOS ASSEMBLIES 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
CAREGROUPS GO ONLINE: /!w9 Dwh¦tΩ{ b9² {9¢ ¦t ²L¢I {!a9 ±L{LhbΗ 
 
Y!t!{!b Ψ/ŀǊŜ DǊƻǳǇΩΣ Ψ/ƘǊƛǎǘ DǊƻǳǇΩΣ ŀƴŘ Ψ/Ŝƭƭ DǊƻǳǇΩΦ CǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǎǘŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǇŀƴŘŜƳƛŎ ƛƴ aŀǊŎƘ нлнлΣ ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ Ƴǳǎǘ ƳŀƪŜ 
significant changes in their gatherings. This pandemic prompted KAPASAN (KAsinay, PAlangoy, SAN Carlos) Fellowships to go 
online via Google Meetings, Zoom, or video calls on Messenger. These Care Groups helped us to strengthen each other, 
bringing joy and peace in God's love.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Palangoy Young Moms 
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CHILDREN'S MINISTRY: ά[Ŝǘ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǘǘƭŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ŎƻƳŜ ǘƻ ƳŜΧέ 
²ƘŜƴ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ ŘƻƻǊ was closed due to the pandemic, one of the affected ministries was the ChildrenΩǎ Ministry. But, the 
ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴ ǿŜǊŜ ƴƻǘ ƭŜŦǘ ƻǳǘΣ ǿŜ ƘŜƭŘ ǾƛǊǘǳŀƭ {ŀǘǳǊŘŀȅ {ŎƘƻƻƭ ǿƘŜǊŜ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ ǎǘƻǊƛŜǎΣ ƎŀƳŜǎΣ ǎƛƴƎƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ŎǊŀŦǘǎ ǿƛǘƘ 
the use of online platform such as YouTube and Facebook. The ChildrenΩǎ Ministry was active again. On-site Saturday School 
will re-open again in different satellite locations once government protocols allow. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

YOUTH MINISTRY IN THE NEW NORMS: άhb9 Lb I9!w¢Σ 9±9b ²I9b ! a9¢9w !t!w¢Ηέ 

By DƻŘΩǎ ǊƛŎƘ ƎǊŀŎŜΣ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǘǊƛŎǘƛƻƴǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƭƛŦǘŜŘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ youths were able to have face-to-face fellowship again. In February 
2022, the young adult ministry met on-site with strict health protocols. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

First on-site MENΩS Fellowship in KASINAY. 
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On June 25, 2022, the KAPASAN YOUTHS with an approximate attendance of 200 youths held their SPORTS FEST for the first 
time after the pandemic. This event was organized by the KAPASAN YOUNG PROFESSIONALS. All glory to God. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Prayer Items: New Mission Fields  
As believers, we are called to actively spread God's Word and we love to make a positive difference in the world, whether 
be it to our loved ones, or strangers from another country.  He said to them, άDƻ ƛƴǘƻ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘ and preach the gospel 
ǘƻ ŀƭƭ ŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴέ Mark 16:15. 
 
 

CARDONA, RIZAL  
Population: 50,143.  We are praying for this place as there is 
no church here yet.  A definite potential place for outreach. At 
the moment, we have two families who are now residing in 
the area.  
 
 

 
 
 
SAN NICOLAS, CORON, PALAWAN 
Population: 3,222. This piece of land was donated to KAPASAN by one of 
our members for our outreach ministry as they have the burden for the 
souls of the people in this place. We are praying for more committed 
workers to start our outreach here. We were supposed to have our first 
Medical Mission here but it was put on hold due to the pandemic. Please 
pray with us for the work of God to start in this place. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

FATIMA, PANTOK, BINANGONAN, RIZAL 
Population: 13, 714.  
Please pray for this place. Bȅ DƻŘΩǎ ƎǊŀŎŜ ǿŜ  
will open an outreach ministry soon. 



From Around the Assemblies 
 

19 

Gospel Hall Kuala Lumpur: Community Project 
Jimmy Chok; jchokkh@gmail.com 
  

Background 
Going into a discussion on ǎƻƳŜ ŀǊŜŀǎ ƻŦ άǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇέ 
with authorities (i.e. government bodies), I feel that some 
Ƴŀȅ ǾƛŜǿ ǎǳŎƘ ŀ ǘƻǇƛŎ ŀǎ άǎŜƴǎƛǘƛǾŜέ ŀƴŘ best for our 
Assemblies should keep a safe distance away from such a 
relationship. In an attempt to maintain an objective view, 
may I simply share some personal experiences. This sharing 
does not represent the views of Gospel Hall Kuala Lumpur. 
 
I have to admit to having ŀ άǎǘǊƻƴƎέ ƛƴŎƭƛƴŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊŘǎ 
ƻŦ ƻǳǊ [ƻǊŘΥ άYou are the salt of the earthέΣ άYou are the 
light of the worldέ ŀƴŘΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ŎŀƭƭƛƴƎ ǘƘŀǘ ōƻǘƘ ǇŜǊǎƻƴŀƭ 
and Assembly spiritual growth and maturity are attained in 
ƻǳǊ άǿŀƭƪέ ŀǎ ŀ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ƻŦ WƻƘƴ мтΥму άAs thou hast sent me 
into the world, even so have I also sent them into the 
ǿƻǊƭŘΦέ  LƴŘŜŜŘΣ ǿŜ ŜȄƛǎǘ ŀƴŘ ƭƛǾŜ ŦƻǊ the sake of the 
communities around us! 
 
DƻǎǇŜƭ Iŀƭƭ Yǳŀƭŀ [ǳƳǇǳǊ όDIY[ύ ǎǘŀǊǘŜŘ ŀǎ ŀ άaƛǎǎƛƻƴέ 
centre in 1893. The Assembly has come a long way from 
the first missionary couple, Mr. & Mrs. E. Eagger who 
arrived in Kuala Lumpur in 1889, to a congregation of a 
couple of hundreds.  Considering the work of the early 
missionaries, this Assembly has truly grown out from the 
community within a relatively small area of geographically 
approximately within 10 to 20km radius. Gradually, as 
ȅŜŀǊǎ ǇŀǎǎŜŘΣ άōǳǎȅ ƭƻƻƪƛƴƎ after the Assembly 
/ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅέ ŀǇǇŜŀǊŜŘ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜ ǘŀƪŜƴ ǇǊŜŎŜŘŜƴŎŜ ƻǾŜǊ ǘƘŜ 
public community. 
 

ά! {ŀƴƛǘŀǊȅ ²ŀǎƘǊƻƻƳέ /ŀƭƭ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ wŀƛƴȅ bƛƎƘǘ 
of Sept 17, 2011 
In my experience, the most significant contact with the 
community where GHKL is located must have been the 
ά{ǳƴƎŀƛ .ǳƭƻƘ ς YŀƧŀƴƎ aw¢ tǊƻƧŜŎǘέΦ Lǘ ŎŀƳŜ ǳǇƻƴ ƳŜ 
totally unexpected, totally ignorant. I was at a church 
fellowship camp on a Floating Chalet at Kuala Sepetang, 
when I received a phone call from a church member who 
ŀǎƪŜŘΥ ά¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ Ψ{ŀǾŜ Wŀƭŀƴ {ǳƭǘŀƴΥ tǊŜǎŜǊǾŜ IŜǊƛǘŀƎŜΩ 
ƎŀǘƘŜǊƛƴƎ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǎǘǊŜŜǘ ƛƴ ŦǊƻƴǘ ƻŦ DIY[ΧΦ  !ƴŘ ǎƻƳŜ 
ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ŀǊŜ ŀǎƪƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǳǎŜ ƻǳǊ ǿŀǎƘǊƻƻƳǎΧ 
/ŀƴ ƻǊ ƴƻǘΚέ ²ƛǘƘƻǳǘ ƳǳŎƘ ƘŜǎƛǘŀǘƛƻƴΣ L ǎŀƛŘΥ ά¦ǎƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 
ǘƻƛƭŜǘǎΚ {ƘƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ŀ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳ ƭŀƘΗέ   {ǳōǎŜǉǳŜƴǘƭȅΣ L ǿŀǎ 
told that, that night, prominent female soprano, sister in 

the Lord, Angela Cheok ( ) sang from 
the 1st floor window of the corner old shop in front of GHKL, 
and there was a crowd of about 500 standing in the rain to 
listen to her and another male soprano.  However, I had no 
idea of the significance of it all. 
 
In the months and years that followed, I gradually became 
more aware of the existence and the concerns of the 
community where GHKL is located. I have also been led to 
ǇƻƴŘŜǊ ƘŀǊŘ ŀōƻǳǘ άDIY[ ōŜƛƴƎ ŀ ΨǇǊƛǾŀǘŜ ǎǇŀŎŜΩ ƻǊ ŀ 
ΨǇǳōƭƛŎ ǎǇŀŎŜΩέΗ 

 

August 11, 2011 ς Syarikat Prasarana Negara 
Berhad (Prasarana) Townhall Session 
(https://www.mymrt.com.my/wp-
content/uploads/2011/08/MR_120811_JALAN-SULTAN-
MRT-LAND-ACQUISITION-ISSUE-CLARIFIED-BY-
PRASARANA-DURING-TOWNHALL-SESSION.pdf) 
 
¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŀǎ ŀ aŜŘƛŀ wŜƭŜŀǎŜ ŜƴǘƛǘƭŜŘ άW![!b {¦[¢!b aw¢ 
LAND ACQUISITION ISSUE CLARIFIED BY PRASARANA 
5¦wLbD ¢h²bI![[ {9{{LhbέΦ  [ƻƻƪƛƴƎ ōŀŎƪΣ L ǿŀǎ ƛƴŘŜŜŘ 
totally green and naïve. At the session, Y.B. Fong Kui Lun, 
the then Member of Parliament for Bukit Bintang and some 
property owners spoke passionately on concerns of the 
loss of business and livelihood that had been on the site for 
many decades. There were concerns that many workers 
who have spent most of their lifetime in the area will lose 
their jobs and income. However, I had no idea what they 
were talking about. 
 
Lying around in the briefing venue, there was a pamphlet 
on the law dealing with compulsory acquisition of land in 
Malaysia under the Land Acquisition AcǘΣ мфсл όά[!!έύΦ  
Needless to say, I had no clue on the implication of this 
pamphlet. I did not understand why our neighbours who 
ǎǘƻƻŘ ǳǇ ǘƻ ǎǇŜŀƪΣ ǿŜǊŜ ǎƻ άǿƻǊƪŜŘ ǳǇέΗ 
 
Lǎ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ ŎƻƴŎŜǊƴ ƻǳǊǎ ǘƻƻΚ ¢ƻ ƳŜΣ ƛƴ Ƴȅ ǎƛƳǇƭŜ 
mind as a follower of Jesus Christ and a child of God, the 
ƴŜƛƎƘōƻǳǊǎ ŀǊŜ άŦƭŜǎƘ ŀƴŘ ōƭƻƻŘέ ŀǎ L ŀƳ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ 
wellbeing concerns presented must not be ignored. 
Otherwise, I might as well not be around!  
 
Anyway, I felt necessary to be in contact with our 
neighbours. Mind you, there wŜǊŜ ŀƭƭ ƭƛǘŜǊŀƭƭȅ άƴŜȄǘ ŘƻƻǊέ 
neighbours, whom I, as part of GHKL, have not had any 
ŦǊƛŜƴŘƭȅ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎƘƛǇ ŀǘ ŀƭƭΣ ƭŜǘ ŀƭƻƴŜ άƭƻǾŜέ ǘƘŜƳΦ    
 

The Power and Transparency of The Authorities 
In the days following, I became aware that for the mega 
MRT project, the authorities involved must publish the 
ǊŜƭŀǘŜŘ ά9ƴǾƛǊƻƴƳŜƴǘŀƭ LƳǇŀŎǘ !ǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘ wŜǇƻǊǘέ ŀƴŘ 
ά{ƻŎƛŀƭ LƳǇŀŎǘ !ǎǎŜǎǎƳŜƴǘ wŜǇƻǊǘέΦ  ¢ƘŜǎŜ ǊŜǇƻǊǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ 
provided at best in parts and there were rising concerns 
that the very old buildings along the MRT alignment in our 
neighbourhood, including the GHKL, may be adversely 
impacted during the construction of the underground MRT 
tunnel.  (This concern grew as many reports on Kuala 
Lumpur underground limestone structure were brought to 
the fore.) At the same time, other community groups along 
the alignment of the proposed MRT line had also voiced 
concerns of the lack of transparency on environmental and 
social impact studies.  

mailto:jchokkh@gmail.com
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hƴ Wŀƴ ммΣ нлмнΣ ŀ {ǇŜŎƛŀƭ .ǊƛŜŦƛƴƎ ƻƴ άtǊŜǎŜǊǾŜ Wŀƭŀƴ {ǳƭǘŀƴ 

CǊƻƳ [ŀƴŘ !Ŏǉǳƛǎƛǘƛƻƴέ ό ( ) 

ǿŀǎ ƘŜƭŘΦ ¢ƘŜ ά/ƻƳƳƛǘǘŜŜ ƻŦ tǊŜǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ Wŀƭŀƴ {ǳƭǘŀƴέ ό/ƻƳ-
PJS) is an initiative comprised of The Kuala Lumpur & Selangor 
Chinese Assembly Hall (KLSCAH) and the owners and traders 
from Jalan Sultan & Jalan Petaling. The main purpose of this 
Com-PJS is to save guard and preserve the heritage zone of the 
Petaling Street community. (KLSCAH.ORG.MY) 

 
As the concern became an issue due to lack of clarity, I 
went along, many a time, simply to be with our neighbours! 
There was a voice in the Church that said something like: 
ά5ƻ ƴƻǘ ƎƻΧ ȅƻǳ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ΨŜŀǘŜƴ ǳǇΩ ǳƴƪƴƻǿƛƴƎƭȅΧέΗ  ²ŜƭƭΣ 
to be frank, I was not afraid, I was quite sure both the 
neighbours and the authorities were quite civilised and no 
άƳŀƴ ŜŀǘŜǊǎέΦ  {ƻ L ǿŜƴǘ ƻǳǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƻǳǊ ƴŜƛƎƘōƻurs and 
found that, although not often verbalised, everyone knew 
that L ǿŀǎ ŀƴ ŜƭŘŜǊ ƛƴ DIY[ ŀƴŘ ƴƻǘ ŀƴ άŀƎƎǊŜǎǎƛǾŜ ƻƴŜέΦ   
Nevertheless, I learned that some people do know the kind 
of language and talk that we church people are used to and 
they are quite sensitive about it. At one large gathering in 
KLSCAH, I was given the chance to say a few words. I can 
still remember the microphone was abruptly tuned down 
ǿƘŜƴ L ƳŀŘŜ ǎƻƳŜ ǊŜƳŀǊƪǎ ƻƴ άŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ǳƭǘƛƳŀǘŜƭȅ ƘŀǾe 
to be responsible to tƘŜ /ǊŜŀǘƻǊΧέΦ IŀΣ ƘŀΣ ƛt was a good 
ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜΧ ōǳǘΣ ǘǊǳƭȅ ǊŜƳƛƴŘŜŘ ƳŜ ǘƘŀǘ ƛǘ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ƳƻǊŜ 
άǘŀƭƪέ ǘƘŀǘ the people need! 
 
At this stage, some even more passionate personalities got 
ƛƴǾƻƭǾŜŘΦ ¢ƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŎǳƭǘǳǊŀƭ άŀŎǘƛǾƛǎǘǎέ ǿƘƻ ǿŜƴǘ 
about highlighting our history and the hardship of the 
previous generations through visuals and various form of 
art presentations.  This brought about another perspective, 
one that involves preservation of our heritage and 
education of our youths.  At the same time, the para-
ŎƘǳǊŎƘ Ŝƴǘƛǘȅ ƻŦ ά[ƛŦŜ {h!w wŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ .ƘŘέ ŎŀƳŜ ŀōƻǳǘ 
ŀƴŘ ōŜƎŀƴ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ ǎŎƘƻƻƭǎ ƛƴ άŎƘŀǊŀŎǘŜǊ ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎέ ƻŦ 
students. We ran facilitation programs to help students to 
learn to be responsible and not to be ignorant and take-
things-for-granted.  So, in all these, it becoming clearer that 
we cannot ignore and pretend the happenings in the 
community (from which we grew out from) had nothing to 
do with me.  
 
I then also consulted learned and senior Bible Teachers on 
how best to deal with the situation before us. I was 
encouraged to truly live in the community and in the face 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŀǳǘƘƻǊƛǘƛŜǎΣ άƪƴƻǿ ƻǳǊ ǊƛƎƘǘǎέΗ  
 

 
With the culturally aligned community social workers 
taking an active role in voicing out, more expressive 
activities were held on the street and in various historical 
buildings.  Among our neighbours, GHKL is the only place 
where an open space is available and some gatherings of 
our community were held on GHKL basketball court.  
 
Other than the toilets, I was certain that such open space 
in GHKL was, from the beginning, made available for our 
community too!  
 

A Voice of Our Own & Building Friendship with 
Decades Old Unknown Neighbours 
I must say there are younger people in our midst who are 
more sensitive to community engagement at this time of 
needs. In between the cautiousness of Assembly 
leadership and the passionate burden of the young, there 
were tension moments and a lot of struggles (within 
ƻƴŜǎŜƭŦ ŀƴŘ ǿƛǘƘ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊύΦ  .ȅ DƻŘΩǎ DǊŀŎŜΣ ǿŜ ƘŀǾŜ 
ōŜŜƴ ǎƘƻǿƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ άƳƛŘŘƭŜ ƎǊƻǳƴŘέ ǘƘŀǘ ƘŀŘ 
resulted in community visible actions, although they may 
ƴƻǘ ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ άƭƛŦŜ ŎƘŀƴƎƛƴƎέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ !ǎǎŜƳōƭȅΦ 
Nevertheless, I believe some sparks will kindle if we 
continue to remind and encourage each other.  
 
/ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ aǳǎƛŎ /ƘƻƛǊ ά¸ƛƴ vƛ aǳǎƛŎέ came to sing for the 
Assembly and for the community, at the open-air space 
ōŜǘǿŜŜƴ ǘƘŜ aŀƛƴ ŀƴŘ !ƴƴŜȄ IŀƭƭΦ  ¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿŜǊŜ Ƴŀƴȅ άŦƛǊǎǘ 
timerǎέ from our a-stone-throw away neighbours stepping 
into the ground of GHKL! One immediate neighbour told 
me he had walked pass GHKL for many decades and was 
grateful to be able to step into its compound. There was a 
time when a Malay politician who was also passionate of 
heritage values, known to the cultural society as Cikgu 
Ishak Surin, stepped foot on the grounds of a Christian 
Church!  
  

May 20th, 2012 Yin Qi Music Sing for the God Given Land 

¢Ƙƛǎ ōŀƴƴŜǊ ǎŀȅǎΥ ά²Ŝ ǿŀƴǘ tǊƻŦŜǎǎƛƻƴŀƭ 
Reports, not Advertisementsέ 
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Cikgu Surin & Mr. Tang 
Ah Chai (then from 
KLSCAH) spoke in 
support of the Church 
and the community. 

 
Another public event 
ǿŀǎ ά¢ƘŜ hƭŘ {ǘǊŜŜǘǎ 
of Kuala Lumpur 
Photography 
9ȄƘƛōƛǘƛƻƴέΣ ƘŜƭŘ ŦǊƻƳ 
28th Jul to 3rd Aug 
2013 at the Annex Hall. It was supported by a veteran head 
of prominent photography academy in Kuala Lumpur and 
his students.  

 
We trust the many talk sessions when young Christians and 
members of the public sat together in reminiscence of the 
generations past have sowed some seeds of common value 
for life!  I also delivered a thorough session on the history 
and existence of 
GHKL, that had its 
beginning in 1893! 
 
There was also a 
ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ά{ǘƻǊȅ 
¢ŜƭƭƛƴƎέ ŀƴŘ ŀǊŎƘƛǾŜ 
activity which chose 
to use an old photo of 
GHKL (a wedding 
photo of, possibly, 
1950s) to call for 
participation.  The 
community believes 
our history and 
heritage are not just 
άǎƻƳŜ ƘŀǇǇŜƴƛƴƎǎέΣ 
but they are part of 
our lives today and 
for generations to 
come. I always feel this is particularly true for the 
Assembly! 
 

 
Today, occasionally, I am blessed to have tea sessions with 
some of our neighbours when it is also possible to find 
opportunities to share about GHKL and the people there.  
 
Such a situation always reminds me of the story told a few 
years ago, by a senior sister who as a child who lived in 
Jalan Sultan (round the corner from GHKL) about 

gatherings 
where finely 
dressed people 
(children too) in 
GHKL. At that 
time, she used to 
consider those 
gathering inside 
ōŜƛƴƎ άǎǇŜŎƛŀƭέ 
ŀƴŘ άŘƛŦŦŜǊŜƴǘέΣ 
and not 
something for 
kids like her on 
the outside!  
 

Today, sadness tingles, as we keep so busy taking care of 
ourselves inside GHKL as though none others matter 
outside!    
 

Meeting with The Authorities on MRT Project 
There were two sessions with one of the then ministers in 
the PM Dept, Dato' Seri Mohamed Nazri Abdul Aziz.  Then, 
we also met the then Prime Minister Dato' Sri Najib Razak 
himself in his Parliament office! Every time, the Gospel Hall 
Kuala Lumpur was identified among few prominent 
businessmen and women. Obviously, the business people 
were more vocal in voicing grievances, but L ŦŜƭǘ άǎŀǘƛǎŦƛŜŘέ 
just being there with our neighbours. To the then PM 
himself, as other entities, I was privileged to present a brief 
pictorial and narrative of GHKL.  
 
Then, there was the formal session of signing of the 
άaǳǘǳŀƭ !ƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘέ ƛƴ ǊŜƭŀǘƛƻƴ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ƭŀƴŘ ŀŎǉǳƛǎƛǘƛƻƴ ŦƻǊ 
the MRT Project, with the representation of the legal 
professional.  As to how much all these have achieved in 
getting the Authorities to know of the needs of the people 
and exercise due care in its actions, I believe whatever 
ƳŜŀƎǊŜ ōǳǘ ǎƛƴŎŜǊŜ ŜŦŦƻǊǘ ǘƘŀǘ ǿŀǎ ŦŜŀǎƛōƭŜΣ Řƻ ōŜŀǊ άƎƻƻŘέ 
ŦǊǳƛǘΦ  Lƴ ǘƘŜ ƳƛŘǎǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ ŀƴȄƛŜǘȅ ŀƴŘ 
complaints, by body language, I felt peace and calm (that 
we often talked about in church) prevailed. 

Postcard 
call for 
ά{ǘƻǊȅ 
¢ŜƭƭƛƴƎέ 
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A Mega Neighbour Has Arrived 
This neighbour is the PNB118 Mega Tower, which everyone 
will see even from a distance on approaching Kuala 
Lumpur.   
 
This is a 2021 
ǇƘƻǘƻΤ ƛǘΩǎ 
about to be 
completed now; 
GHKL is the tiny 
red roof on a 
triangular plot 
of land at 
bottom left of 
photo  

With its arrival, 
ōŜƛƴƎ ŀ ά.ƛƎ 
.ǊƻǘƘŜǊέ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 
ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΣ ŀ άaŜǊŘŜƪŀ мму /ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ DǊŀƴǘέ 
Programme was launched in late 2021. GHKL, under the 

ά/ƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ 5ŜǇŀǊǘƳŜƴǘ κ έ ŀƭǎƻ ŀǇǇƭƛŜŘ 

for a grant to refurbish the basketball court.  Over the past 
many decades, this basketball court has been frequented 
by students from nearby schools for casual games and 
practices. PNB118 had approved a grant of RM30,000 for 
the project, in support of our desire to continue to serve 
the students even better.  

The structural work has since been completed and an 
opening ceremony cum Community Friendly Game was 
held on 4th June 2022. The CEO of PNB118 Merdeka 
Ventures Sdn Bhd (holding company of PNB118) attended 
and jointly officiated the opening of the renewed 
basketball court, together with Assistant Headmaster of 
Confucius Private Secondary School and myself.  The game 
ǿŀǎ ƻƴ ŀ άоȄоέ ŦƻǊƳŀǘ and altogether ten teams 
participated, including teams from various nearby schools 
as well as GHKL Youths. 

.ȅ DƻŘΩǎ DǊŀŎŜΣ ǘƘŜ ŜŦŦƻǊǘ ǘƻ ōŜ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ŀƴŘ to reach out, in 
love and The Gospel, to the community continues.    

 

Conclusion 
I hope this article provides a light-hearted reading that 
ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜǎ Ƨƻȅ ƛƴ ǎŜǊǾƛƴƎ ¢ƘŜ [ƻǊŘΩǎ !ǎǎŜƳōƭȅΗ tŀǊǘƛŎǳƭŀǊƭȅ 
in the challenging years of 2011 and 2012, the Elders & 
Deacons Committee of GOSPEL HALL KUALA LUMPUR, 
ŦƻǳƴŘ ƛǘ ƴŜŎŜǎǎŀǊȅ ǘƻ ƛǎǎǳŜ ŀ ά{¢!¢EMENT OF STAND ON 
Y±aw¢ twhW9/¢ [!b5 !/v¦L{L¢Lhbέ ό±ǊΦ н ŘŀǘŜŘ мфth 
MARCH 2012), with the following contents: 
 

1. Our Mission: Bible Text reference:  Matthew 5 (NIV) 
2. Our Actions:  

2.1 Our motivations 
2.2 The Nature of Our Actions 
2.3 Our Engagement with The Christian 

Community 
2.4 Our Engagement with The Society At-large 
2.5 Our Engagement With Mass Rapid Transit 

(MRT) Corporation, JABATAN KETUA 
PENGARAH TANAH DAN GALIAN and other 
authority bodies concerned 

2.6 Engagement of Legal Representation 
2.7 Recourse via The Judiciary System 

 
 
All in all, for the leadership and the congregation, 
particularly the young people, it was a good exercise. We 
all learned. As an Assembly with Mission, it is hoped that 
the lessons learned and the experiences we had, do bring 
about collective maturity in our thoughts and behaviour, 
for tƘŜ [ƻǊŘΩǎ DƭƻǊȅ ŀƴŘ ƛƴ Iƛǎ bŀƳŜΦ !ƳŜn! 
 

YanƎ aǳƭƛŀ ¢ŜƴƎƪǳ 5ŀǘƻΩ !ō 
Aziz Tengku Mahmud, CEO of 
PNB Merdeka Ventures 
giving his speech and we 
launched the Game together 

One of the 
best moments 
was when we 
ǎŀƴƎ άbŜƎŀǊŀ 
Yǳέ ǿƛǘƘ ŀƭƭ ǘƘŜ 
youngsters. 
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Daya Myanmar Christian Fellowship 
Lee Ah Seng; as.lee@rtexpress.com.my 
 
The Daya Myanmar Christian Fellowship (DMCF) is part of 
the bigger family of Daya Gospel Centre (DGC) located in 
Johor Bahru. DGC,located in the vicinity of Taman Daya, 
has been serving the local communities here with her 
extension of the English, Mandarin and Myanmar 
ministries for more than 25 years.  
 
DMCF has been in active ministry since 2007 serving the 
larger community of Myanmar people in and around Johor 
Bahru. The DMCF is currently led by brother Joshua who is 
Burmese. Together with a group of leaders comprising of 
fellow Burmese brothers- and sisters-in-Christ, DMCF 
planned their own schedule in accordance to the needs of 
their community and are fully supported by DGCΩǎ working 
committee.  
 
Prior to MalaysiaΩǎ Movement Control Order (MCO), DMCF 
had their own church service every Sunday on-site from 
1.00PM to 3.00PM; with an average attendance of 30 - 50 
believers comprising singles and also families with young 
children. During the MCO, the fellowship was not able to 
meet physically.  As such the DMCF leadership resorted to 
having meetings e.g. care group meeting online over Zoom 
and Facebook messenger to stay connected with their 
members. At some point there were up to 8 CG groups 
taking place from various locations remotely. These 
locations were primarily either at their accommodation or 
hostels with an average of 10 ς 20 regular attendees.  
 
It was indeed a very challenging time as many members 
either lost their jobs, were retrenched or received irregular 
work (no income). Being foreigners, they had no security of 
income and many shared that they were the first to be 
retrenched when their companies streamlined to cut costs. 
DGCΩǎ working committee set-up a welfare fund and 
organized care packages to be given to the Myanmar 
brothers and sisters who were badly affected.  
 
These care packages, comprised of basic food essentials 
such as rice, eggs, cooking oil, milo, instant noodles, 
canned food, biscuits, were contributed from monetary 
funds collected from members. By the grace of God as 
many as 20 families received these care packages to help 
them go through the difficult period. 

Throughout the difficult 
and challenging times, 
God remained faithful. 
Throughout these two 
years DMCF welcomed 5 
new members who 
accepted the Lord as 
their Saviour while 2 
members were baptized. 
 
Sadly, we also lost 5 
members who passed 
away including one baby.  
 
It has been a month since 
the Church reopened.  
DMCFΩǎ meetings have since resumed on-site. However 
only about 15 people are attending on-site. Nonetheless 
we remain optimistic and will keep trusting the Lord who 
provides. 
 
Please do keep DMCF in prayer that: 

¶ our members will continue to have work 

¶ safety and well-being of their families and loved ones 
back in Myanmar 

¶ safety and protection of DMCF members as they go 
about their various activities 

¶ DMCF will continue to grow and many Burmese will 
come to know Jesus as Lord and Saviour 

 
άLŦ Ƴȅ ǇŜƻǇƭŜΣ ǿƘƻ ŀǊŜ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ ōȅ Ƴȅ ƴŀƳŜΣ ǿƛƭƭ ƘǳƳōƭŜ 
themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their 
wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and I will forgive 
their sin and will heal their land.έ 2 Chronicles 7:14 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Care packages 

Baptism ministry 

mailto:as.lee@rtexpress.com.my
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Chronicles+7%3A14&version=ESV
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Daya Gospel Centre, Youth Ministry 
Edna Tan; ednatan216@gmail.com 
 
With the restrictions set due to the pandemic, the youths 
have been meeting via Zoom since March 2020. Along with 
ƛǘǎ ŎƘŀƭƭŜƴƎŜǎΣ ǿŜ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜ ǘƻ ŜȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ DƻŘΩǎ ƎƻƻŘƴŜǎǎ 
and faithfulness. Not limited by geography, there is more 
consistency in attendance among the youths. School 
leavers / college students who usually move out of home 
and out of town after secondary education also continue 
to attend the youth meetings, providing much support and 
encouragement to the other youths as well as to the 
helpers.  
 
During this period, we had the opportunity to fellowship 
with the youths from Sungai Bakap Gospel Hall, Bukit 
Mertajam through several combined sessions. It has been 
a good exposure for the young people to different topics 
as well as a good platform to connect and build 
relationship with one another in the absence of youth 
camps. The pandemic restriction has urged us to be more 
creative in staying connected with one another. For one, 

we have regular 
Ψ[ŀǘŜ-night Talk 
{ƘƻǿǎΩ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǿŜ 
conduct themed 
interview sessions 
with former youth members and young working adults, 
joining us from as near as the next town to as far as 
Reading, UK.  We also organized virtual dinner sessions 
where the youth have dinner together during zoom 
sessions while catching up with one another to discuss on 
certain pre-set topics over the meal. 
 
With this change in the meeting setting, we are 
experiencing fewer new members joining our youth group. 
Together with the church and the leadership support, we 
are exploring different ways to bridge the gap.  
 
We appreciate your prayers for us as we continue to trust 
ƛƴ DƻŘΩǎ ƎƻƻŘƴŜǎǎ ŀƴŘ ŦŀƛǘƘŦǳƭƴŜǎǎΦ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Football among DMCF brothers 

Fellowship among DMCF members 

mailto:ednatan216@gmail.com
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Nilai Gospel: Project 100 (Elder Care Home) 
Sharon Shiwani, nilaigc2016@gmail.com 
 
Nilai Gospel Chapel (NGC) English assembly had its first 
inaugural worship on 20 December 1998. Four assemblies, 
namely Jalan Imbi Chapel (JIC), The Life Chapel (TLC), 
Bangsar Gospel Centre (BGC) and Seremban Gospel Chapel 
(SGC) agreed to come together in September 1997 to start 
the English work in Nilai in view of the potential growth of 
nearby new industries and colleges. The first Morning 
Ministry was taken by brother William Doraisamy.  
 
Brother Wong Tee Fatt (BGC), brother Wong Sai Weng 
(TLC) and brother Wong San Tosh (JIC) formed the Working 
Committee that provided the leadership for Nilai Gospel 
Chapel in the first 10 years. The Chinese-speaking NGC 
assembly had already started its ministry in Nilai in 1993. 

 
With the support of sister Leong Lai Yan as the full-time 
worker in Nilai, the ministry among university students 
commenced. The Sunday School work involving the 
community in Nilai was supported by members from BGC 
spearheaded by Mabel Dunn. Founding members of NGC 
include brother Frederick Tan, his wife, Doris, Andrew 
Peng, his wife, Patricia, and the late Lim Hang Tang with his 
wife, Kwai Chee. 
 
There were about 20 members in the church when it first 
started. Today, there are about 40 members. NGC has 2 
elders, Frederick Tan and Chandran, and 1 deacon, Andrew 
Peng. There are various ministries at NGC such as Prayer 
and Bible Study, Sunday School and Youth (Teens Club), 
[ŀŘƛŜǎ CŜƭƭƻǿǎƘƛǇΣ {ƘŜǇƘŜǊŘΩǎ ²ƻǊƪǎƘƻǇ όŀ ŦƻǊƳ ƻŦ .ƛōƭŜ 
study for new believers), and NGC Newsletter. NGC is also 
in partnership with Temerloh Gospel Centre via brother 
Charles Ng, in serving the Orang Asli ministry. 
 

Project 100: Dedicated to support the aged 
In today's age of rising costs and population densities, time 
and money are a luxury that only the truly rich can claim to 
have. Thus, our focus is firmly on our careers and there is 
tremendous pressure socially and economically on its 
importance. Love and care require time and effort, so we 
turn to our parents, nannies, day care centers and 
babysitters for our children. But when our parents are now 
too old and require care themselves, things become really 
difficult. Caring for the elderly is not quite the same as 

caring for children. In the majority of cases, the elderly 
requires medical attention as well. Project 100 is NGC's 
vision to try and provide some assistance to this problem. 
 
An elderly sister-in-Christ who was single, had tried 
unsuccessfully to find a home for her last days before she 
rested with the Lord, was forced to enrol herself into a 
Buddhist centre, where she had to face daily chanting. 
After learning about her predicament, brother Chandran 
became burdened by it. Thus, when he attended a church 
leaders conference in Kampar in 2014, he brought up the 
plight of this lady and bemoaned the fact that there are no 
such centres for our Christian brothers and sisters and 
proposed that the churches look into this matter. The idea 
was well received. 
 
Paul taught us "..whatsoever ye do, do all to the glory of 
God" (1 Cor 10:31). The burden was given a boost when by 
God's grace, NGC was given the opportunity to acquire a 
piece of land at a give-away price. It was an opportunity 
which Frederick Tan wisely grasped.  

And now the vision has taken a tangible form. In 2019, 
with the financial obligations for the land almost over, a 
working committee in full partnership with our Chinese 
assembly was formed to consider how best to use God's 
gift to us. Various ideas were discussed and even a multi-
purpose centre was considered, with the lot finally falling 
onto the elderly home. However, the committee 
disbanded when Covid-
19 hit. After almost two 
and a half years, NGC 
plans to resuscitate this 
project plan once again, 
this time with several 
other assembly 
members who are 
experienced in setting 
up building profiles. 

 
The plot of land 
purchased is situated 
near Nilai Springs Villas 
ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ Ǉƭƻǘ ƴǳƳōŜǊ ƛǎ мллΦ IŜƴŎŜ ǘƘŜ ƴŀƳŜ άProject 100έΦ 

Location: Lot 26410, Jalan NSV 1/3, Nilai Springs 
Villas, Bandar Nilai Utama, Negeri Sembilan 

mailto:nilaigc2016@gmail.com
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The plot measures 159' long and is 83' at its broadest and 
69' at its narrowest. A double storey 60 x 40' building that 
has a common hall, kitchen and centrally located rooms, 
common baths and toilets apart from those in individual 
rooms is envisioned. A 20' porch designed to be able to 
extend another floor and a garden with walking paths and 
handrails complete the picture. 
 
Caring for the elderly, however, isn't just about land and 
buildings. It is ultimately about people. Who shall we 
depend upon to provide the love and care? We will require 
professionals: nurses, doctors, physiotherapists, 
pharmacists, cooks, etc. Financial costs have to be 
considered. Will we have enough contributions or will this 
project create a financial burden that is too heavy for NGC 
to bear? 
 
Wrestling with such questions, the elders began pondering 
the form and type of services that we will provide. What is 
clear is that the home will be open to everyone as our first 
duty is still to spread the good news. This evangelical 
activity will always be forefront. All activities will reflect 
Christian values and practices such as prayers and worship, 
and we will be guided by God's word. There are also plans 
to invite the brethren churches to join us in this effort with 
the view to duplicating the home elsewhere should it prove 
successful. Having firsthand participation will help 
experienced retirees ς especially those with nursing 
experience, be given priority in terms of staffing and we 
look towards Christian medical professionals to provide 
services perhaps at various time slots. 
 
Perhaps the most attractive idea that has been mooted 
was that we restrict our services to only day care. The 
primary reason for this is that we do not want to 
encourage children to leave their parents with us and 
forget about them. As far as is possible, we want the 
family to be living together. However, we do appreciate 
the fact that children have commitments and 
responsibilities to uphold and the need to leave their 
parents for a short duration can arise. Our rooms will be 
made available to them on request and all such requests 
will be considered on a case-by-case basis. 

Project 100 is estimated to take 1.5 to 2 years for 
completion and would cost approximately RM 2.5 million 
for a double storey building. The project is currently at the 
planning stage i.e., meeting architects and discussing on 
the design of building, costing and project timelines. There 
are still lots of stages ahead which will require government 
approvals, legalities, and financial planning.  
 
Though Project 100 is in the very hearts of the NGC 
leadership, they are continually seeking God's wisdom and 
will in this matter because it is ultimately for God's glory 
and not NGC's. Do remember this project and the 
committee members in your prayers. For all enquiries, 
please do not hesitate to contact Andrew or Patricia at 
nilaigc2016@gmail.com 
 
The current committee members are: 
¶ Frederick Tan ς elder, Nilai Gospel Chapel 

¶ Chandran ς elder, Nilai Gospel Chapel 

¶ Andrew Peng ς deacon, Nilai Gospel Chapel 

¶ Patricia Ong ς deaconess, Nilai Gospel Chapel  

¶ Andrew Jason ς Nilai Gospel Chapel 

¶ Sharon Shiwani ς Nilai Gospel Chapel 

¶ Sau Mei ς Jalan Imbi Chapel, Kuala Lumpur 

¶ Samuel Chandy ς Seremban Gospel Chapel, Negeri 

Sembilan 

 
 

 

NILAI GOSPEL CHAPEL (English speaking) 

Lot 6896, Jalan Besar, 71800 Nilai, Negeri Sembilan 

Enquiries: Fred Tan 06-632 9505, Chandran 013-927 3010, Andrew Pang 012-238 8255 

E-mail: nilaigc2016@gmail.com 

Website: nilaigchapel.wixsite.com/nilaigchapel 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/groups/115174035273 
 

 
 

mailto:nilaigc2016@gmail.com
mailto:nilaigc2016@gmail.com
file:///C:/Diakonia/Working%20Copy/nilaigchapel.wixsite.com/nilaigchapel
http://www.facebook.com/groups/115174035273
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International Brethren Conference of Mission 
Peter Tan of Agape Chapel, Kota Damansara 
captainpetros777@gmail.com |  instagram.com/petertan660 
 
From the initial beginnings in 1993, IBCM (International Brethren Conference of Mission) has grown through seven 
international conferences, to become a well-recognised event now supported confidently across the world. This was 
evident from the 880 participants from 122 countries/territories at the 2019 conference in Rome.   
 
Why IBCM Conferences? 
Every four years, the International Brethren Conferences of 
Mission (IBCM) brings together the national leaders of local 
churches in the Brethren worldwide movement for spiritual 
reflection, fellowship and prayer for renewed experience in the 
Lord. The overall goal is the mutual encouragement of leaders in 
the movement in the 155+ countries where there are Christian 
Brethren churches. If you are active in the Brethren movement in 
whichever country, you are warmly welcomed at these conferences. 
 
Objectives 
The specific objectives of the IBCM conferences are: 

1. To seek the presence and direction of the Lord together 
2. To enable leaders from across the world to discover and encourage one another 
3. To strengthen networking and fellowship 
4. To raise awareness of the spiritual challenges of current trends and cultural developments 
5. To share practical experience, ideas and methods 
6. To encourage younger leaders 
7. To encourage the development of regional conferences with similar objectives 

 
IBCM8 Global Conference is coming to Malaysia 
Three years ago 121 
countries gathered and 
celebrated in Rome, Italy. 
Lƴ ƻƴŜ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ ǘƛƳŜ ǿŜ ǿƛƭƭ 
convene again in Kuala 
Lumpur, Malaysia, in the 
name of the Lord, under 
the theme άCƻǊ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ 
[ƻǾŜ /ƻƳǇŜƭǎ ¦ǎέ όLL /ƻǊ 
5:14). 
 

The conference will have 
two keynote speakers, 
Ramez Atallah (Egypt) and 
Nate Bramsen (USA), and 
seven Network Tracks: Mission, Leadership, Youth, Church Ministry, Children, Training and Theology, and Evangelism and 
Church Planting. Each participant will have the opportunity to choose from one of these tracks. After the conference we will 
organise short term mission trips in different ministry fields to selected countries in Asia.  
 

PRELIMINARY CONFERENCE DETAILS: 
Location:  Royale Chulan Hotel, 5, Jalan Conlay, Kuala Lumpur, 50450 Malaysia 
Duration:  Afternoon June 19 to morning June 24, 2023 
Registration:  Opens July 1, 2022, and closes May 15, 2023 
Cost: See Cost and Payment details*  
Translation:  The main sessions will be available in French, Spanish, Portuguese 
Visa details:  www.visasmalaysia.com/requirements/ (check if you need a visa) 
Travel Agent:  Siama (www.siama.nl) offers travel assistance to IBCM Network events 
 

Please help to share this information by passing it on to people in your areas of ministry and with the local churches in your 
region. We are looking forward to seeing you in Kuala Lumpur! 

mailto:captainpetros777@gmail.com
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IBCM8 KEYNOTE SPEAKERS  

RAMEZ ATALLAH 
Ramez was born in Cairo, 
Egypt and emigrated with 
his family to Canada 
when he was sixteen.  He 
came to know the Lord 
through a local church in 
Montreal and was 
discipled as a student 
through the Inter-Varsity 
group at McGill 
University.  

From 1972 to 1980 he developed and directed the 
ministry of the Groupes Bibliques Universitaires du 
Quebec. In 1980 along with his wife and two children he 
returned to Egypt, where he became the IFES Regional 
Secretary for the Middle East. He attended the first 
Lausanne Congress and was appointed as a youth 
representative to the Lausanne Committee in 1975.  He 
served on the Committee from 1974 to 1994.  In 2006 he 
rejoined Lausanne as Program Chairman for Lausanne III 
Cape Town Congress.  After the Congress, he was 
appointed as one of the Deputy Chairs of the Lausanne 
Movement until 2015. Since 1990 he has been the 
General Secretary of the Bible Society of Egypt, the 
position he still holds today.  
 

NATE BRAMSEN 
Nate was born and raised in 
Senegal, West Africa. The 
defining fact of his life is that 
though a great sinner, he met 
the Savior, Jesus Christ. At the 
age of 16, God burdened and 
led him to invest his life into the 
abused, neglected, and 
abandoned children of this 
world for both time and 
eternity.  

In 2006, he had the privilege to begin pioneer work among 
this demographic of children and in December of 2006, he 
founded ROCK International (https://rockintl.org/). 
Receiving his undergraduate degree in Business and 
Communications from North Greenville University, (South 
Carolina) and a Masters from Kansas State University in 
Community Development, he today carries out a global 
itinerant speaking schedule, podcasts (UNFILTERED τ 
available on iTunes or via http://www.natebramsen.com/), 
and works with teams taking the gospel to unreached 
areas. His heart is to see this generation become disciples 
and unconditional followers of Jesus Christ. 

SEIZE THE DAY  
Ephesians 5:15-17 (ESV) 
15 Look carefully then how you walk, not as unwise but as wise, 16 making the best use of the time, because the days are 
evil. 17 Therefore do not be foolish but understand what the will of the Lord is. 
 
In Ephesians 5, Paul pleads for us to make the most of our time immediately after he pleads for us to walk wisely rather 
ǘƘŀƴ ŦƻƻƭƛǎƘƭȅΦ hǳǘǎƛŘŜ ƻŦ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜŦǳƭ ŘƛǎƻōŜŘƛŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ²ƻǊŘΣ ǘƘŜ Ƴƻǎǘ ǎǇƛǊƛǘǳŀƭƭȅ ŦƻƻƭƛǎƘ ǘƘƛƴƎ ŀ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ Ŏŀƴ Řƻ ƛǎ 
to waste opportunity, and in half-hearted service of the Lord.  Now it is crucial to understand the two key aspects of 
redeeming the time. 
 
There is effective effort-doing what is really important. There is efficient effort-carefully not wasting any moment of 
time. We are expecting 1500 delegates to participate in IBCM8 at Kuala Lumpur. Let us seize the day and mobilize our 
assemblies to effort-doing and effort-carefully efficiently our time for the gospel in Malaysia and beyond.  
άCƻǊ /ƘǊƛǎǘΩǎ ƭƻǾŜ ŎƻƳǇŜƭǎ ǳǎΧέ н /ƻǊ рΥмп 

 
See all of you at IBCM8!  Register now for IBCM8: https://usd.booking.ibcm.net/ibcm8-registration-form/ 
Contents extracted from IBCM Network website https://www.ibcm.net 

 
*Cost and payment details 

Cost Early Bird Rate ς until December 31, 
2022 

Standard Rate ς after December 31, 2022 

Shared room conference fee US$500 (twin share) US$575 (twin share) 

Single room conference fee US$650 (subject to availability) US$725 (subject to availability) 

Conference Only fee US$320 US$370 
As in previous conferences some supported places will be provided for the conference participants who need assistance to travel and attend.  

 

Payments:  

¶ A Non-Refundable Deposit is payable upon registration. [Supported Place ς US$50;  Other Participants ς US$100] 

¶ Full conference fee is payable by 31 March 2023.   

¶ Any registrations after 31 March 2023 will require payment in full. 

https://rockintl.org/
https://usd.booking.ibcm.net/ibcm8-registration-form/
https://www.ibcm.net/
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Assembly Leadership Conference 2022 
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Melaka Gospel Chapel: Teens Club through Pandemic 
Esmond Khoo Yu Shen; esmondkhoo@gmail.com 
 
 
The youth ministry of Melaka Gospel Chapel, known as 
MGC Teens Club, has completely changed since the 
pandemic. Like many youth ministries, MGC Teens Club 
was drastically affected by the pandemic.  The biggest 
change was losing most of our regular non-Christian 
teens (which made up more than half of our group, 
about 15 of them) over the course of the last two years. 
Thankfully a handful of Christian teens remained with 
us online throughout the various MCOs. 
 
Through this big change, the leaders of MGC Teens Club 
discerned that God was leading us to shift our entire 
focus to the smaller group of Christians that remained. 
Before the pandemic, most of our efforts were focused 
on building relationships and evangelism. Now our 
focus is on building a strong core group of Christian 
teens. 
 
Our current goals can be captured in three words ς 
stable, able and capable. We want to grow a spiritually 
stable group of teenagers who love God and His Word. 
We also want to grow teenagers who will be able to 
stand against challenges to their faith by the time they 
reach college/university.  

Finally, we want to train and equip a few teenage 
leaders so that they are capable of leading and 
discipling others in the future.   
 
To achieve these goals, our activities were streamlined 
into three categories that alternate from week to week. 
Firstly, we have an ongoing Bible book study. We are 
currently doing Philippians. Secondly, we also have 
something called Teens Club Tough Questions 
(TeecToq) that seeks to give answers to some of the 
tough questions teenagers face today regarding the 
Christian faith. Lastly, we have a series called Level Up 
where we try to teach and train the teens in practical 
ministry skills. 
 
Throughout the last two years, we sadly had to say 
goodbye to the previous generation of teens. We pray 
that whatever seeds that have been sown in them will 
bear fruit in the future. We leave that to the Lord. At 
the same time, we are also full of thanksgiving for the 
privilege of serving the current generation of teens who 
have been very open to learn and grow. And so, our 
ministry continues. While they are still with us, may we 
as youth leaders work hard to one day present them 
mature in Christ (Colossians 1:28). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A typical 
MGC 
Teens 
Club 
meeting 

The first 
Face-2-Face 
MGC Teens 

Club meetup 
in 2-years 
after the 
pandemic 

A scene from MGC Teens Club during virtual 
zoom call meeting during the pandemic 

We finally 
started 
playing 

games in 
June 2022 

mailto:esmondkhoo@gmail.com
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¸ƛ {ƘŜƴƎΩǎ /ƻƳōƛƴŜŘ /ƘƛƴŜǎŜ ¸ƻǳǘƘ ²ƻǊƪ ƛƴ bƻǊǘƘŜǊƴ aŀƭŀȅǎƛŀ 
Calvin Tan Kim Ngnang & David Mah Yong Xin; calvintan1960@gmail.com 

 
¦ƴŘŜǊ ǘƘŜ ŀǳǎǇƛŎŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ /ƘƛƴŜǎŜ !ǎǎŜƳōƭȅ {ŜŎǊŜǘŀǊƛŀǘ ƻŦ aŀƭŀȅǎƛŀ ό/!{aύΣ L ƧƻƛƴŜŘ .ǳƪƛǘ aŜǊǘŀƧŀƳ DƻǎǇŜƭ /ŜƴǘǊŜ ŀǎ ŀ άchuan 

Řŀƻέ (ᴰ ) or roughly translated to English as άtastorέ in January 2021. I served in both the English and Chinese assemblies 

in Bukit Mertajam Gospel Centre. My primary mission was to promote youth initiatives in the northern region primarily among 
the Chinese speaking. It is evident that in Bukit Mertajam and the surrounding areas, the pre-dominant language of 
communication among the youths is Mandarin.     

 
After some preliminary discussions with youths and leaders of 
the Chinese assemblies of Burmah Road Gospel Hall, Nibong 
Tebal Gospel Hall, Sungai Bakap Gospel Hall, Butterworth 
Gospel Hall and Bukit Mertajam Gospel Centre, the first 
combined youth meetup was on 23rd April 2022 at Burmah Road 
Gospel Hall Chinese Assembly.  About 50 youths attended the 

meeting, including 3 co-workers from Yi Sheng ( ).  Yi Sheng 

is the entity under CASM to develop and promote youth 
initiatives for the youths in the Chinese Assemblies.   
 
In this inaugural meeting, the participation of the youths has 
been encouraging. Pastor Calvin shared a message to encourage 

the youths to commit themselves and serve the Lord in the prime of their lives and to equip themselves in the Word of the 
Lord.  Brother Mah Yong Xin also shared the mission of Yi Sheng as well as to encourage the youths to participate in the Practical 
Theology sessions running online every fortnight. Among the many topics covered include ά9ȄǇŜǊƛŜƴŎŜ ƻŦ ǇŀǎǘƻǊƛƴƎ ŀ ŎƘǳǊŎƘέΣ 
ά²ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ DƻǎǇŜƭ Iŀƭƭǎ ƘŜŀŘƛƴƎ ǘƻΚέΣ άIƻǿ ǘƻ ƛƳǇǊƻǾŜ ŀƴŘ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŀƭƛǘȅ ƻŦ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇέΣ ά²ƻǊǎƘƛǇ ƛƴ tƻǎǘ-modern 
¢ƘƛƴƪƛƴƎέΣ άIƻǿ ǎƘƻǳƭŘ ǘƘŜ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ǊŜǎǇƻƴŘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ άaŜǘŀǾŜǊǎŜέΣ ά5ŜƳƻƴ tƻǎǎŜǎǎƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ aŜƴǘŀƭ 5ƛǎƻǊŘŜǊέΣ ά¢ƘŜ aŀǊƪ ƻŦ ŀ 
IŜŀƭǘƘȅ /ƘǳǊŎƘέΣ ŀƴŘ ά¢ƘŜ wŜŦƭŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ ŦƻǊ ¢ƻŘŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ {ŜǾŜƴ /ƘǳǊŎƘŜǎ ŦǊƻƳ wŜǾŜƭŀǘƛƻƴǎέΦ  
 
On June 4th to 7th 2022, a camp was held for Form 1 and 
4 students at the Highland Convention Centre, 
Cameron Highlands for youths from the Chinese 
assemblies in Malaysia.   In this camp, we had 15 co-
workers from Temerloh Gospel Hall, Setapak Gospel 
Hall, Jalan Tiga Gospel Hall, Sg. Bakap Gospel Hall and 
Kuala Kangsar Gospel Hall. We praise the Lord for the 
cooperation from brothers and sisters, fellow laborers 
in the Lord to make this camp a success. 
 
Since many who attended the camp were not 
Christians, mainly those from Jalan Tiga Gospel Hall and 
Setapak Gospel Hall, we decided to add some Gospel 
messages in the camp program. The key message of the camp was to live their lives not just in the virtual world of the Internet 
and not to give up their dreams but to have Jesus in their lives. At the end of the camp, 12 youths accepted Christ. The rest of 
the campers who are believers had the opportunity to think about how their faith can be renewed. Those who accepted Christ 
were immediately followed up by the leaders. It was very encouraging to have a youth from Butterworth Gospel Hall indicated 
his interest to join us as a co-worker.  
 

At the end of the camp, the campers were asked if they would like to 
have another camp and the youths indicated enthusiastically, they would 
love to come together again. Hence, we decided to organize Camp 2.0 to 
be held in Kuala Lumpur during the September 2022 school holidays.  
 
For further inquiries about this work, please contact Calvin Tan Kim 
Ngnang at calvintan1960@gmail.com or his mobile: +60187685640 
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Fifty Years of Residential Bible School (RBS) 
Colin Kirton; colinkirton@gmail.com 

 
This year, 2022, marks the golden anniversary of the 
Residential Bible School (RBS). 
 
The very first RBS was held in 1972 in Penang at the 
Christian Convention Centre (CCC) at Batu Ferringhi, 
organised by the Penang assemblies. The pioneers of this 
visionary ministry were Ung Kim Cheng and the late William 
Wilson and Tan Wah Kim of Burmah Road Gospel Hall, the 
late SS Adams of Butterworth Gospel Hall, among others. 
 
The school ran for five years in Penang, attended by 
Brethren youth from all over the country, most of whom 
were awaiting their Form 5 (MCE) and Form 6 (HSC) exam 
results. The various visiting teachers included some of the 
last bastion of Brethren missionaries from overseas, like 
Reg Vines, SS Adams, Peter Ferry, Eric Kirton, William 
Wilson and others, with Messrs Wilson and Ferry in turn 
serving as principal. The school was eight weeks long, with 
a curriculum focused on developing Christian leaders, 
providing them with a strong foundation in Biblical studies 
as well as ministry skills. Students would serve in the 
various local Penang assemblies on weekends. 
Unfortunately, due to resource constraints, a decision was 
made to halt the school after 1976 and RBS remained in 
hiatus for 15 years thereafter. 
 
In 1991, under the leadership of Island Glades Gospel 
Centre (IGGC), Penang, RBS was revived. While the focus of 
the school remained essentially the same, the school, also 
held in CCC Penang, was shortened to merely four weeks. 
 
In 1993, Daniel Jevaraj, representing the IGGC leadership, 
sought the help of the Klang Valley assemblies to run the 
school in 1994. A new Klang-Valley-based committee was 
established, under the leadership of Christopher Leong, 
himself an RBS alumnus from 1976. The 1994 school was 
relocated to Highlands Christian Centre (HCC), Cameron 
Highlands. While the length of the school remained at just 
under four weeks, the curriculum was revised to include a 
week-long mission trip to small-town churches in various 
parts of peninsular Malaysia at the end of the school. 
 
In 1997, a decision was made to hand over the running of 
RBS to IBA Youth Development (IBAYD) (then known 
merely as IBA), which has continued to the present day. 
 
Currently RBS is still held annually in HCC Cameron 
Highlands. It now runs for six weeks, including a mid-school 
day-trip mission to the Orang Asli villages on Jalan Tapah, 
Perak and an end-of-school five-day mission to small-town 
churches across Malaysia. The students finally converge 
back in Petaling Jaya for a few days of debriefing, final 
classes, and their graduation ceremony. 
 

My own involvement with RBS began in 1999 when I was 
invited to teach two classes as well as return at the end of 
the school as a mission supervisor. After serving in this 
capacity for two years, I was invited to join the RBS 
planning committee and also serve at the school as a full-
time staff member. 
 
This year marks my twenty-second year on staff and my 
twelfth year as school principal and chairman of the RBS 
Planning Committee. As I reflect on these years, here are 
some of my overarching thoughts: 
 

1. Adaptation is necessary to remain effective 
Over the years, RBS has continued to evolve ς and we 
continue to do so to adapt to a changing world and a new 
generation of youth ς while still remaining solidly true to 
the mission and ethos of the school, which is equipping 
youth to be followers of Jesus who are grounded in the 
unchanging Word of God as the basis for faith and life. 
 
In the early years of RBS, the vast majority of the students 
were first generation Christians. They truly owned their 
faith, had counted the cost and committed their lives fully 
to Christ. Some even paid dearly with family opposition. 
They cared for unsaved loved ones and friends and wanted 
to reach them with the gospel. 

 
Today, almost all the students are second ς or even third ς 
generation Christians. Many have never truly owned their 
faith for themselves. Sadly, despite having spent years in 
church, some cannot even articulate the basics of the 
gospel or tell you why they believe what they believe. Even 
ƳƻǊŜ ǘǊŀƎƛŎŀƭƭȅΣ ƛŦ ǘƘŜȅ ǿŜǊŜ ǘƻ ōŜ ƘƻƴŜǎǘΣ ǎƻƳŜ ŀǊŜƴΩǘ 
even too sure if they believe it themselves. How then do 
we expect them to share their faith with others? Their 
άŦŀƛǘƘέ ƛǎ ŀ ǇƛŜŎŜƳŜŀƭ ōǳƳǇŜǊ-sticker Christianity ς a few 
popular Bible verses like John 3:16, Jeremiah 29:11 and 
tǎŀƭƳ ноΣ ǎƻƳŜ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴ ŎƭƛŎƘŜǎ ƭƛƪŜ άDƻŘ ƭƻǾŜǎ ȅƻǳέ ŀƴŘ 
άWŜǎǳǎ ŘƛŜŘ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǊ ǎƛƴǎέΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘΩǎ ŀōƻǳǘ ƛǘΦ !ǎƪ ǘƘŜƳ 
ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ ǿƘŀǘΣ Ƙƻǿ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ ǿƘȅ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ƭƻǎǘ ŦƻǊ 
words. And these are youth who are embarking on college 
and university life, some overseas, where their peers and 
ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎƻǊǎ ǿƛƭƭ ǎƘǊŜŘ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦŀƛǘƘ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƘŜȅ ŎŀƴΩǘ 
answer, and where the distractions and opportunities that 
come with independence and leaving the safety of family 
ŀƴŘ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ Ŏŀƴ ǉǳƛŎƪƭȅ ǿƛƭǘ ŀƴȅ άŦŀƛǘƘέ ǘƘŜȅ ǇǊƻŦŜǎǎ ǘƻ ƘŀǾŜΦ 

 
The world they live in is a world of globalisation and the 
internet, with media and entertainment from a gazillion 
ǎƻǳǊŎŜǎ ǿƻǊƭŘǿƛŘŜΦ ¢ƘŜȅΩǊŜ ƴƻ ƭƻƴƎŜǊ ǎƘŜƭǘŜǊŜŘΦ Lƴ ŦŀŎǘΣ 
ǿƘŀǘ ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ exposed to at such a young age can be 
incredibly frightening. 
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LǘΩǎ ŀ ǿƻǊƭŘ ƻŦ ƛƴǎǘŀƴǘ ŀŎŎŜǎǎ ǘƻ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǾƛŜǿǇƻƛƴǘǎΦ 
Google can show them a hundred alternative views to what you 
say is true ς in a fraction of a second, at the press of a button! 
 

IǘΩǎ ŀ ǿƻǊƭŘ ƻŦ ŜȄŎŜǎǎƛǾŜ ƻǇǘƛƻƴǎΦ [ƻȅŀƭǘȅ ƛǎ ŀ Ŧŀǎǘ-fading virtue. If 
ǘƘŜȅΩǊŜ ǘƛǊŜŘ ƻŦ ƻƴŜ ǘƘƛƴƎΣ ǘƘŜȅ Ŏŀƴ Ƨǳǎǘ ǎǿƛǘŎƘ ǘƻ ŀƴƻǘƘŜǊΦ 
LǘΩǎ ŀ ǿƻǊƭŘ ƻŦ ǎŜƭŦ-pampering and comfort. The daily dying 
to self that marks Christian discipleship sounds so foreign. 
 

LǘΩs a world of political correctness. The Bible and its 
teachings can seem so outdated and bigoted. 
 

LǘΩǎ ŀ ǿƻǊƭŘ ƻŦ ǇƻǎǘƳƻŘŜǊƴ ǊŜƭŀǘƛǾƛǎƳΦ ¢ƘŜ ŀōǎƻƭǳǘŜǎ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ 
Christian faith have no place in such a world. 
 

LǘΩǎ ŀ ǿƻǊƭŘ ƻŦ ƻǾŜǊŜƳǇƘŀǎƛǎŜŘ ŦŜŜƭƛƴƎǎΦ ¢ǊǳǘƘ ƻǊ validity is 
often primarily determined by how one feels about it. If 
ǘƘŜȅ ŎŀƴΩǘ άŦŜŜƭέ DƻŘΣ Ƙƻǿ Ŏŀƴ ǘƘŜȅ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜ ƛƴ ƘƛƳΚ 
 

LǘΩǎ ŀ ǿƻǊƭŘ ǘƘŀǘ ǾŀƭǳŜǎ ŀǳǘƘŜƴǘƛŎƛǘȅΦ Iƻǿ Řƻ ǘƘŜȅ ǊŜŎƻƴŎƛƭŜ 
ǘƘŜ ƘȅǇƻŎǊƛǎȅ ǘƘŜȅ ƳƛƎƘǘ ǎŜŜ ƛƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘƛŀƴǎ ǿƘƻ ŘƻƴΩǘ ǿŀƭƪ 
the talk, especially if it is their own Christian parents? 
 

LǘΩǎ ŀ ǿƻǊƭŘ ƻŦ ƴƻƛǎȅ ŘƛǎǘǊŀŎǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ ǎƘƻǊǘ ŀǘǘŜƴǘƛƻƴ ǎǇŀƴǎΦ 
How does one inculcate spiritual disciplines that require 
being still, meditation, study, and reflection? 
 

For these reasons, and many more, RBS has had to evolve 
and over the years, the speed of evolution has had to pick 
up, because we live in such a fast-changing world. The 
youth of today are so different from ten or even five years 
ago, let alone 20 or 50! Many deals with serious issues of 
identity and self-esteem further confused by the social-
media-crazy world they immerse themselves in. A growing 
number come from broken homes and troubled backgrounds, 
even those from Christian families. And we are seeing an 
alarming rise in recent years in mental health struggles. 
 

One of the key changes we have introduced into the school 
in the past 20 years has been to take a much more personal 
approach to the students. Each student is assigned a staff 
mentor who journeys with them throughout the course of 
the school. Students are also encouraged to journey 
together as peers in accountability and prayer for each 
ƻǘƘŜǊΦ ¢ƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ŀ ƎǊŜŀǘŜǊ ŜƳǇƘŀǎƛǎ ƻƴ ƛƴŎǳƭŎŀǘƛƴƎ άōƻŘȅ 
ƭƛŦŜέΣ ŀ ƳƛŎǊƻŎƻǎƳ ƻŦ ǿƘŀǘ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƛǎ ǎǳǇǇƻǎŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ 
ōƻŘȅ ƻŦ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ƛƴ ƛǘǎ άƻƴŜ-another-ƛƴƎέ ƻŦ ŜŀŎƘ ƻǘƘŜǊΦ ²Ŝ 
endeavour to provide a safe space where students can be 
honest about their struggles without fear of being judged. 
 

In terms of curriculum, we have increased our focus on the 
devotional aspects of the Christian life, adding modules on 
ƻǳǊ ƛŘŜƴǘƛǘȅ ƛƴ /ƘǊƛǎǘΣ ƪƴƻǿƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ CŀǘƘŜǊΩǎ ƘŜŀǊǘΣ ŀƴŘ 
dealing with anger in a godly way; as well as media, 
sexuality, and gender, being salt and light in our country 
and the world, etc. Classes also employ more visual 
elements, interactive activities, and experiential learning. 
While knowledge rooted in Scripture is the foundation for 
all the teaching, there is now a greater focus on its 
relevance and application to life. We seek to maintain a 
ƘƻƭƛǎǘƛŎ άƘŜŀŘ-heart-ƘŀƴŘǎέ ŀǇǇǊƻŀŎƘ ς knowledge of the 

Word (head) must give birth to a strong devotional life with 
God (heart) and willing service for his kingdom (hands). 
We also continually encourage students to go beyond their 
comfort zones, for such is the journey of faith. We only 
begin to see God working in and through us when we are 
willing to step out of the boat and walk on water, so to 
speak. As such, the goal of RBS has perhaps shifted over 
time from developing leaders to first developing disciples ς 
youth who know their identity in Christ, know and own 
their faith and in turn want to pass it on to others, and who 
have committed to make the Word of God the foundation 
for their lives at all costs and to love and serve him with all 
their heart, soul, mind, and strength (Mark 12:30). 
 

2. God calls us to faithfulness before fruit 
{ƻƳŜ ŘŜǘǊŀŎǘƻǊǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǉǳŜǎǘƛƻƴŜŘ w.{Ωǎ ŜŦŦŜŎǘƛǾŜƴŜǎǎ ƻǾŜǊ 
the years by pointing to alumni who are no longer walking 
with the Lord. While we grieve for those who have fallen 
ŀǿŀȅ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜƛǊ ŦŀƛǘƘΣ ǿŜ ǘŀƪŜ ƘŜŀǊǘ ƛƴ WŜǎǳǎΩ ǇŀǊŀōle of the 
sower (Luke 8:1-15). While the sower may have had only a 
25% success rate with the seeds he sowed, the seeds which 
did grow well were fruitful indeed. 
 

IƻǿŜǾŜǊΣ WŜǎǳǎΩ ǇŀǊŀōƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘŀƭŜƴǘǎ όaŀǘǘƘŜǿ нрΥмп-30) 
reminds us that, in the end, the Master is primarily 
concerned with our faithfulnessΦ ¢ƘŜ ǎŜǊǾŀƴǘǎΩ ŜŦŦƻǊǘǎ Ƴŀȅ 
ƘŀǾŜ ǇǊƻŘǳŎŜŘ ǾŀǊȅƛƴƎ ŘŜƎǊŜŜǎ ƻŦ ŦǊǳƛǘΣ ōǳǘ ǘƘŜ aŀǎǘŜǊΩǎ 
ŎƻƳƳŜƴŘŀǘƛƻƴ ǿŀǎ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ǘƻ ŀƭƭΣ ά²Ŝƭƭ ŘƻƴŜΣ ƎƻƻŘ ŀƴŘ 
faithful ǎŜǊǾŀƴǘΦέ ²Ŝ ƻƴƭȅ ǎŜŜƪ ǘƻ ōŜ ŦŀƛǘƘŦǳƭ ǎƻǿŜǊǎ ς or 
waterers ς ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ²ƻǊŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǾŜǎ ƻŦ w.{ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΣ 
leaving the results to God, who makes all things grow (1 
Corinthians 3:6). 
 

That having been said, we see how God has raised up 
church leaders, missionaries, and other committed 
servants of God from amidst our alumni. Some of these are 
from unexpected people. I think of RBS students that were 
the runt of the litter, or even problematic individuals, or 
people I doubted would go far in their faith ς and see how 
God has raised them up to be people of influence and 
leadership in their churches and beyond. But such are 
often the ways of God, that all glory may be his (1 
Corinthians 1:27; 2 Corinthians 4:7). 
 

Sadly, on the other hand, I see people of calibre and immense 
potential for whom I had high hopes for the kingdom of God 
who are no longer walking with the Lord. My only consolation 
is that God is not finished with them yet. The stories of their 
lives continue to be written and it is my hope that they will 
ǎƻƳŜŘŀȅ ǊŜǘǳǊƴ ǘƻ /ƘǊƛǎǘ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜŘŜŜƳ άǘƘŜ ȅŜŀǊs 
ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ ƭƻŎǳǎǘǎ ƘŀǾŜ ŜŀǘŜƴέ όWƻŜƭ нΥнрύΦ 
 

Another joy is seeing RBS alumni giving back to the school 
in various ways. Some who are now working have 
ǎǇƻƴǎƻǊŜŘ ƴŜŜŘȅ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΩ w.{ ŦŜŜǎ ƻǊ ƘŜƭǇŜŘ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ǘƘŜ 
costs of the school. Some have returned to serve as staff, 
teachers, mission supervisors, planning committee 
members and in other support services. Our current line-of 
teachers include alumni across the generations from the 
RBS schools of 1973, 1999 and 2013. 
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RBS has also been held in high repute beyond Brethren 
circles and we have been privileged over the years to 
provide aid and consultation to similar programmes 
initiated by the Methodist churches (Jeremiah School) and 
PJEFC (Step Up). In the end, whatever fruit RBS has been 
blessed to contribute to over the years, it is entirely to the 
glory of God, apart from whom we can do nothing (John 15:5). 
 

3. LǘΩǎ ǿƻǊǘƘ ƛǘΗ 
Granted six intensive weeks each year is a very tiring 
ǇǊƻŎŜǎǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƻŦ ǳǎ ǿƘƻ Ǌǳƴ ǘƘŜ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ōǳǘ ƛǘΩǎ ǿƘŀǘ ƻƴŜ 
staff member once ŎŀƭƭŜŘ άŀ ƘŀǇǇȅ ǘƛǊŜŘƴŜǎǎέΦ ¢ƘŜ Ƨƻȅ ƻŦ 
seeing God at work in the lives of many of our youth is 
deeply fulfilling and well worth the blood, sweat and tears 
spent. And as much as we have ministered to the students, 
they in turn have blessed the staff and teachers in ways 
they often underestimate or never realise. 
 

Personally, I have developed some very deep friendships 
with students over the years that have continued beyond 
RBS and into their adulthood, where they have been a 
blessing into my own life as much as I have been in theirs 
ŀǎ ŀƴ w.{ ǎǘǳŘŜƴǘ ƛƴ ȅŜŀǊǎ ǇŀǎǘΦ LǘΩǎ ōŜŜƴ ŀ Ƨƻȅ ǘƻ ŜǾŜƴ 
officiate the weddings of some of these who ended up 
marrying a fellow student from their RBS year! Indeed, 
there have been quite a number of such marriages over the 
years among students ς and even among staff ς who first 
met at RBS. The value of RBS has also been echoed by 
entire families who have attended across the years, with 
parents desiring their children to be blessed through the 
school, just as they were a generation before. 

!ǘ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ w.{ нлнн ƎǊŀŘǳŀǘƛƻƴ ŎŜǊŜƳƻƴȅΣ aƛŎƘŀŜƭ CǳƴΣ 
an elder of Bandar Sunway Gospel Centre, told me that 
when he attended RBS in 1992, my father Eric Kirton was 
his principal, and now his daughter Jamie was having me as 
her principal 30 years later! What a lovely testimony of 
DƻŘΩǎ ŦŀƛǘƘŦǳƭƴŜǎǎΣ ƎƻƻŘƴŜǎǎΣ ŀƴŘ ōƭŜǎǎƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ƻƴŜ 
generation to another! (Psalm 145:4-7). 
 

On this golden anniversary, we salute our founding fathers, 
most of whom are now with the Lord in glory and strive to 
continue their legacy. Of those who still remain, we pay 
tribute to Ung Kim Cheng, Daniel Jevaraj, Christopher Leong 
and those who worked alongside them in the earlier years. 
 

Likewise, we gratefully acknowledge our school principals 
over the years: William Wilson, Peter Ferry, Eric Kirton, Lee 
Hong Kwang, Yap Kok Keong, Hilmy Nor, Dexter Ng, Colin 
Kirton; as well as long-serving full-time staff: Maylee Hilmy 
(who has also been our school administrator), Chong Mei 
Lin, Rudi Cheow, Rachel Chun, Tan Tze Yang, Chai Tze 
Kwang; and so many, too numerous to name, who have 
served on the RBS planning committee, and as staff and 
teachers over the past 50 years. 
 

Above all, we honour and magnify God, the source and goal 
of all we do through RBS and the one who makes all things 
possibleΦ άCƻǊ ŦǊƻƳ ƘƛƳ ŀƴŘ ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ƘƛƳ ŀƴŘ ŦƻǊ ƘƛƳ ŀǊŜ ŀƭƭ 
ǘƘƛƴƎǎΦ ¢ƻ ƘƛƳ ōŜ ǘƘŜ ƎƭƻǊȅ ŦƻǊŜǾŜǊΗ !ƳŜƴΦέ όwƻƳŀƴǎ ммΥос) 

 
Colin is an elder of Subang Jaya Gospel Centre and the 
current RBS planning committee chairman and school 
principal. Grateful thanks to Christopher Leong, Michael 
Fun and Yong Chong Keat for providing archived 
information and photos. For more information on RBS, visit 
www.rbs.org.my. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Photos caption: 
RBS school photos from 1972 and every tenth year thereafter (except for 1982 when the school was still on hiatus) 

http://www.rbs.org.my/





















































