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“CBsM? what is it?” 
After 12 years of existence, there are 
still many brothers and sisters in our 
assemblies who are not aware of the 
existence of the christian brethren 
secretariat, malaysia. sadly too, 
many do not know anything about 
what’s going on among our 60 or so 
assemblies and the many inter-brethren 
agencies that God has raised up among 
us over the years.

Do we really care what’s going on in this ‘brethren movement’ 
that we all belong to? We must believe that brothers and 
sisters in our brethren movement do care about each other. 
otherwise there is no hope for the movement! if we believe 
there is hope we must work at strengthening our spiritual ties 
and communication links that help to bind us together in christ. 
hence, Diakonia—the servant is revived.

i expect the most common response to this publication to 
be, “no point, people today just don’t read, especially the 
young. Waste of time and money.” lamentable, but true. What 
then is the alternative? should we give up all together? yes, 
we should make Diakonia more attractive, have more colour, 
more pictures, good articles; make Diakonia available on-line, 
etc. yes, we must try to do all these and more if possible. but, 
above all, we must continue to believe that some do read 
and care. We must persevere and also encourage our people 
to read and write. otherwise, there is no hope! so, against 
a backdrop of pessimism and constraints, by God’s grace, 
Diakonia is published.

it is the prayer of cbsm that Diakonia will appeal to leaders 
as well as members of our assemblies, both young and old. in 
trying to meet such a broad spectrum of needs it will appear 
to lack focus. in this special edition we have decided to give a 
little more focus on cbsm itself and also on the people. there 
are many photographs because photographs speak more 
vividly than words can. effort is also made to capture in brief 
some of our eventful past and also God’s servants who had 
served faithfully so that the present and future generations will 
not forget and may be encouraged to persevere. Why select 
some and not others? obviously, Diakonia cannot meet all 
expectations in one issue. the intention of cbsm is not to stop 
at this issue. so, over time perhaps, like the work of a good 
servant, it will be found useful and faithful. 
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since the inaugural meeting of cbsm 
on 19th september 1998, 12 years 
have come and gone by so quickly. but 
we thank the lord that during the past 
12 years, he has been gracious to the 
work and ministry of cbsm among the 
assemblies in the country. over the years 
we have seen increasing support and 
participation of assemblies in activities 
and programmes organized under the 
cbsm banner. in particular we can be 
thankful to the lord that we are beginning 
to experience a greater willingness 
among assemblies and brethren agencies 
to come together to co-operate and work 
in partnership for the advancement of the 
Gospel of Jesus christ.

We are mindful of the vision and 
sacrifices put in by the previous 
committees of cbsm. the baton has 
been faithfully passed on to men who 
had the passion for unity and growth of 
the lord’s work among the assemblies. in 
particular we wish to record our grateful 
thanks to those who were appointed 
on 2nd november 1996 to serve in the 
protem committee chaired by our late 
bro. mr David boler, an elder of petaling 
Jaya Gospel hall, for the setting up of 
cbsm. We treasure the contributions 
made by our late bro. mr David boler 
and his protem committee. he was 
instrumental in getting cbsm started 
and became its first chairman in 1998. 
he provided wise counsel and guidance 
and brought focus on the role of cbsm 
as the handmaiden of the assemblies in 
the country. mr boler having completed 
his term of office passed the baton on to 
the next chairman, mr Kong yeng pooi, an 
elder of pJ Gospel hall on 5th november 
2001.

the formative years of cbsm were indeed 
very trying but the lord kept the torch 
burning despite the many challenges of 
getting the support and participation of 
assemblies. We are thankful for our bro. 
yeng phooi’s vision and initiative with 
the support of bro. christopher leong, 
an elder of bandar utama chapel, to 
introduce Diakonia, the cbsm magazine 
for the assemblies. bro. yeng phooi was 
the chairman of the editorial board for 
three consecutive issues, commencing  
november 1999. thereafter, bro. tan 

Kong beng, an elder of subang Jaya 
Gospel centre, was appointed the 
editor on 21st february 2002. he 
was responsible for the subsequent 
two issues. the last issue no. 5 was 
published and distributed to the 
assemblies in January 2005. Although 
it was very challenging to get sufficient 
articles and news of assemblies for the 
Diakonia, nevertheless five issues had 
been published and distributed to the 
assemblies during his tenure of office. 
We therefore wish to acknowledge with 
grateful thanks the contributions made 
by bro. yeng phooi and his committee 
members during his two consecutive 
terms of office in cbsm ending on 23rd 
August 2005. 

bro. yap Kok Keong, an elder of subang 
Jaya Gospel centre, took office as the 
next chairman on 23rd August 2005 and 
remained in office for two consecutive 
terms before passing the baton to 
me on 1st December 2009. We are 
grateful that during bro Kok Keong’s 
tenure of office, the cbsm charter was 
introduced. it provided more clarity 
to encourage greater support and 
participation of assemblies. We are 
also thankful for his vision and passion 
for the commencement of project paul 
besides other projects to promote 
unity and growth among assemblies 
and brethren agencies. under bro. Kok 
Keong’s leadership, cbsm was able to 
organize successfully the partners in 
the harvest mission conference (pith 
’09) with the help of a very dedicated 
steering committee headed by bro. Kong 
yeng phooi. bro Kok Keong also helped 
to revive Diakonia having published one 
issue on a b5 format in october 2007. he 
has indeed passed on a vision for cbsm 
to serve with greater commitment and 
passion for unity and growth among the 
assemblies. We also take the opportunity 
to thank our sister Audrey tan from ss 
Gospel centre for her love and faithful 
service as the cbsm Administrative 
secretary for period 1st march 1999 to 
30th november 2005.

i am aware of the heavy responsibilities 
placed upon me as the current chairman 
of cbsm. i believe in team work and 
therefore, the work of cbsm also falls on 

the shoulders of those who have been 
elected into the cbsm committee at 
Alc-2009 on 1st December 2009. i take 
this opportunity to thank both past and 
present assembly leaders and individuals 
who have encouraged and contributed 
in one way or another to the ministry of 
cbsm. i pray and look forward in the days 
ahead to more meaningful and fruitful 
partnerships in the lord’s work among 
the assemblies and brethren agencies in 
the country.

We give praise and glory to our lord for 
the way he has blessed the ministry of 
cbsm in recent times. firstly, we received 
an unexpected legacy of rm200,000 
from the family of our late bro. mr lim 
hong nian on 18th september 2009. 
bro. hong nian, an elder of seremban 
Gospel hall, had served faithfully in the 
cbsm committee from 13th April 2002 
to the day he was called home to the 
lord on Good friday, 10th April 2009. 
We are grateful and thankful to him 
and his family for the gift given as an 
expression of their wish to encourage 
and strengthen the assemblies through 
the ministry of cbsm. secondly, we also 
wish to thank the lord for the generous 
gift of rm300,000 from a fellow believer 
who wish to remain anonymous. the gift 
was designated for the purchase of the 
educare centre needed in conjunction 
with project paul in mentakab. thirdly 
cbsm has also been blessed with the gift 
of a new office space measuring 1044 
sq. ft. located in the present address. 
the property is registered with the 
christian brethren of malaysia property 

Moving ahead in Unity
By wong sai weng

C H a i r M a n ’ s  M e s s a g e

continueD next pAGe
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trust. prior to this, cbsm was first based 
in ss Gospel centre from 1st march 
1999 to June 2007 before relocating to 
the mission house of Gospel hall Kuala 
lumpur from June 2007 to march 2010 
with the kind permission of the elders. 
We are thankful for the kindness of these 
two assemblies in allowing us to use their 
premises. We shifted to the new office 
on 18th march 2010. currently the office 
space is shared between the chinese 
overseas christian mission (cocm) 
and cbsm. We thank the lord for the 
magnanimous gift from a fellow brother 
who wish to remain anonymous. this 
is indeed a sign of the lord’s approval 
on the ministry of cbsm to be able 
to work from a more conducive office 
environment. We are deeply encouraged 
by the generosity of these gifts and 
support given by the lord’s people. 
We look forward in the days ahead to 
better serve the assemblies as well as 
the brethren agencies for the glory of 
his name and the advancement of his 
Kingdom.

currently we have reached some broad 
agreement to provide limited office 
administration backup support to a few 
of our brethren agencies namely, mms 
trust, inter-brethren Assembly youth 
Development and malaysian myanmar 
ministry. cbsm is in the process to take 
over the full administration support 
needed by christian brethren of malaysia 
property trust to look after the properties 
of the assemblies in the country. We trust 
that with these arrangements, cbsm 
together with other brethren agencies will 
be able to provide a more efficient and 
cost effective service to our assemblies. 

A number of projects have been 
identified at Alc 2009 for cbsm to 
follow through. Apart from the ongoing 
project paul, under bro. Kok Keong’s 
undivided commitment and leadership, 

two other significant programmes are 
being planned in the course of the next 
few months. firstly, the Assembly elders 
and commended Workers consultation 
(AecWc) has been scheduled for friday 
5th november 2010 and secondly, the 
biblical eldership training by Alexander 
strauch from thurday 17 to saturday 19 
march 2011. We are looking to the lord 
that these two programmes will receive 
the desired support and participation of 
assemblies in the country. further details 
regarding these two programmes will be 
released in due course.

Diakonia is the assembly magazine which 
we intend to revive and, God willing, 
publish twice a year. there was a gap 
of a few years in the publication of the 
magazine because of insufficient articles 
and news coming from the assemblies. 
it is our hope and prayer that with the 

bro. sai Weng and may were married in 1969 in taiping Gospel hall. they have been blessed 
with a family of two sons and a daughter—Andrew, Daniel and serene who are all married 
and residing in petaling Jaya with their own families. the lord has blessed the couple with 8 
grandchildren.

bro. sai Weng and family have been in fellowship with the life chapel (tlc) since may 1969. he 
was invited to serve in the oversight on 8th may 1977. currently bro. sai Weng is both an elder 
and a commended worker of tlc. he was commended on 5th January 2003 to serve primarily 
in the pastoral ministry.

bro. sai Weng has been a member of the cbsm main committee since 23rd January 1999. he 
served faithfully in cbsm under the leadership of the past 3 chairmen—the late mr. David boler, 
Kong yeng phooi and yap Kok Keong. besides cbsm, he has provided leadership for many 
other brethren projects and ministries in the country.

revival of the Diakonia in its present 
form, there will be greater interests and 
support generated from those who could 
provide worthy news and articles that will 
encourage unity and growth among the 
assemblies.  We welcome suggestions 
for improvements from the assemblies 
to make Diakonia more interesting 
and relevant to a wider age group of 
readership.

We solicit your continual prayer support 
for Diakonia and the ministry of cbsm 
even as we seek the blessings of the 
lord upon our lives, our families and our 
assemblies and be committed to grow 
into the image of the lord Jesus christ.
.
may we together strive towards “one 
lord one mission one heart” as the way 
forward for our assemblies in the country. 


from pAGe 3
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name assembly Office Held in CBsM

mr Wong sai Weng the life chapel chairman

mr lee Kha Kooi sg Ara Gospel hall Deputy chairman

mr lim seok hoay cheras Gospel centre secretary

mr ng see yen melawati Gospel centre treasurer

mr cheah huck leong bidor Gospel centre prayer secretary

committee  members

mr Jimmy ho* elim Gospel hall perak 

mr teo pek bing sg nibong Gospel hall penang 

mr chiew sai Kee temerloh Gospel hall pahang 

mr rodney tan malacca Gospel chapel malacca 

mr yap Kok Keong subang Jaya Gospel centre selangor

mr tan seng Kuan setapak Gospel centre Wilayah

mr tang soon hong teratai mewah Gospel centre Wilayah

mr frederick tan nilai Gospel chapel negri sembilan

All csm office bearers are also representatives of their respective region
*until 26th february 2010

introducing the CBsM Office Bearers
as FrOM 2009

Lee KHa KOOi
Deputy chAirmAn

Kha Kooi grew up in petaling Jaya. he 
had his primary and secondary education 
at our brethren mission school (bbbs). 
through the meetings in petaling Jaya 
Gospel hall, he accepted the lord as his 
personal sav-ior and was baptized in the 
same year.

from 1988 to 1992, he worked as 
an expatriate manager in nigeria and 
attended the evangelical church of West 
Africa (ecWA). While he was there he and 
Wai leng hosted a sunday school in their 
home for expatriate children under the 
supervision of an American missionary 
couple serving in nigeria under sim.
he returned to malaysia in 1992 and has 
been working and serving among God‘s 
people in penang since then.

he is now an elder of sungai Ara Gospel 
hall. he and Wai leng are blessed with 
two children, Jonathan and sarah.

LiM seOK HOaY
secretAry

seok hoay was born in penang in 1943. 
At the age of six, his parents moved from 
penang to Kuala lumpur. he attended 
the sunday school in Kampong satu, 
Jalan sungei besi, conducted by miss 
Gibson and mrs David Angus. later he 
moved to the sunday school in bukit 
bintang Girls‘ school (bbGs). in 1957 
he accepted the lord as his personal 
saviour and was baptized in venning 
road chapel in 1959.

seok hoay was active in the youth work in 
Jalan imbi chapel and was the treasurer 
of the yp committee. he was also 
appointed as one of the sunday school 
teachers and later went on to become 
superintendent of the sunday school .he 
was a member of the Working committee 
when the work of bangsar Gospel centre 
started. After three years in bangsar 
Gospel centre, he moved back to Jalan 
imbi chapel. When the elders of Jalan 
imbi chapel saw the potential of starting 
a new work in cheras in late 1970s 
seok hoay was invited to join the cheras 
Working committee. the cheras Gospel 
centre was eventually given autonomy on 
1st January 1982 and he was appointed 
an elder to oversee the work. seok hoay 
is also chairman of the Klang valley 
family life ministry committee.

he is happily married to siew peng and is 
blessed with four daughters Josephine, 
brenda, serene, and frances, and a 
lovely granddaughter, Dana.

Kha Kooi and Wai leng

mr & mrs lim seok hoay with granddaughter, 
Dana.

continueD next pAGe
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teO PeK Bing
penAnG representAtive

pek bing grew up in various towns 
in malaysia because his father is a 
government servant who was often 
posted to different places. he accepted 
christ while studying in melbourne and is 
now an elder in sg. nibong Gospel hall.
he is married to fang fang and they 
have two lovely teenage daughters, 
tabitha and natalie. When not serving at 
his home assembly, pek bing works at 
motorola‘s penang Design center.

elder in melawati Gospel centre. see yen 
is a practicing company secretary .

FrederiCK tan tHian Lai
neGeri sembilAn representAtive

As a child bro fred attended the sunday 
school at bbGs in Kuala lumpur. from 
1956-1998 he attended seremban 
Gospel hall where he was subsequently 
appointed an elder. later he joined the 
fellowship at nilai Gospel chapel (nGc). 
he was a member of nGc Working 
committee from 1998 before being 
appointed an elder in 2008.

bro. fred, a retired school teacher, 
is married to Doris lim and they are 
blessed with three children, Derick, 
eugene and Desiree.

an elder at subang Jaya Gospel centre 
since 1998. he served as chairman of 
cbsm from 2006 to 2009 and currently 
serves as a committee member.

bro. Kok Keong is happily married to lily 
since 1968 and God has blessed them 
with three children and six grandchildren.

CHeaH HUCK LeOng
cbsm committee member 
responsible for the cbsm prAyer 
letter

bro. huck leong was born and educated 
in penang. brother huck leong accepted 
the lord Jesus christ in Klang Gospel hall 
in 1974 while working with the harper 
Gilfillan Group of companies in shah 
Alam.

pek bing and fang fang with their daughters, 
tabitha and natalie

ng see Yen
treAsurer

see yen accepted christ when he was in 
secondary school and attended serem-
ban Goepel chapel as a teenager. he is 
married to lam choi lan and they have 
three grown up children , namely, peter, 
sarah and Joyce. he is now serving as an 

see yen with choi lan and their children, 
peter, sarah and Joyce.

fred and Doris

YaP KOK KeOng
cbsm committee member 
responsible for proJect pAul

bro. Kok Keong accepted Jesus christ as 
saviour in 1962 while studying to be a 
teacher. he is a retired school principal 
and was formerly the chairman of the 
teachers’ christian fellowship, and later 
its General secretary.

he is currently chairman of the malayan 
christian schools’ council (representing 
the brethren) and also the chairman of 
the newly formed federation of christian 
mission schools’ council, malaysia. he 
is also a board member of bukit bintang 
boys secondary school and a council 
member of scripture union.

he served as an elder in Kuantan chapel 
(1970–1982), temerloh Gospel chapel 
(1982–1988), elim Gospel hall (1989–
1993) and sunway Gospel Gospel centre 
(1995–1997). bro. Kok Keong is currently 

Kok Keong and lily

huck leong and Daisy

from pAGe 4
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owing to job constraints he had been 
in fellowship with several assemblies—
the life chapel (1980–1990), Kampar 
Gospel hall (1990–1999) and bidor 
Gospel centre.

he was one of the pioneer members of 
bidor Gospel centre which began in 1999 
as an extension work of the life chapel. 
our brother was subsequently appointed 
an elder in 2008. huck leong is currently 
also serving as the chairman of the 
batang padang christian cemetery Asso-
ciation which oversees burial matters of 
christians from churches in the batang 
padang district in perak.

huck leong is married to Daisy ho and 
they have a daughter, Juni and a son, 
Kenny. they are now grandparents of two 
lovely boys.

rOdneY tan CHai wHatt
mAlAccA representAtive

rodney was an extremely active young 
man who grew up in a christian family 
and found the lord as his personal 
saviour at the age of 13. he served 
God whenever given the opportunity. 
in malacca Gospel hall where he grew 
up, he had served as youth leader, choir 
master, cell group leader, teacher and 

rodney and Grace with their children, celine 
and Joel

in 2007 was appointed an elder of the 
church.

While studying to be a teacher in Kl 
he worshipped at the life chapel and 
served in the sunday school there, later, 
posted to pekan in pahang he attended 
the baptist church there and served in a 
leadership role as well.

rodney‘s sense of vocation and calling as 
christian teacher is very strong. he uses 
his profession well to glorify God, serving 
among students and teachers as well as 
in the wider community. married to Grace 
chew, they are blessed with 2 children, 
celine and Joel.

CHiew sai Kee
pAhAnG representAtive

bro sai Kee accepted the lord Jesus 
as his personal lord and savior some 
34 years ago. he was then a lower six 
student in bukit bintang boys secondary 
school in his home-town, petaling Jaya. 
he praises the lord for the ministry of 
the school‘s christian fellowship through 
which he came to know of the lord‘s 
saving grace! he received much spiritual 
training during those early years when 
he was in fellowship with the saints at 
petaling Jaya Gospel hall as well as 
through his active involvement with 
the varsity christian fellowship in the 
university of malaya.

his first posting was to a rural school 
deep in the Jengka triangle in pahang in 
1983. every week-end he would journey 
out to have fellowship and to serve 
with God‘s people in temerloh Gospel 
chapel. unlike many teachers and other 
governments who were sent to serve 
in temerloh/mentakab and left after 
a while, sai Kee stayed on. by God‘s 
design, he met soh teen, a local sister, 
married her and stayed on to provide 
much needed leadership to the church. 

sai Kee has been serving as an elder for 
many years together with God‘s faithful 
servant, Dr.liew. he is energetically 
rallying tGc brothers and sisters to give 
of their best in support of the work to 
plant the new assembly in mentakab 
under project paul.

the lord has blessed sai Kee and soh 
teen with four children—Jonathan, Jason, 
Joshua and Joy. 

sai Kee and soh teen

from pAGe 5
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Formation

the proposal for a brethren secretariat 
was first made at the Assembly leaders‘ 
conference held in July 1996 in hcc. it 
drew all-round support and a pro-tem 
committee consisting of seven elders, 
was set up, the mandate of the pro-
tem committee was to deliberate on 
the details—the rationale, aims, and 
functions of the secretariat to be set 
up. the pro-tem committee, with David 
boler as the chairman, convened its first 
meeting on 2nd november to begin its 
task.

the next Assembly leaders‘ conference 
held in ipoh in July 1998 made three 
major decisions with regard to the 
secretariat:

1. Agreed formally to the setting up 
of the christian brethren secretariat 
malaysia based on the terms of reference 
presented by the pro-tem committee

2. the pro-tem committee members will 
constitute the committee of the brethren
secretariat.

3. the secretariat was tasked to

• plan for the hosting of the Asian  
 Assemblies‘ conference AD 2000 in  
 malaysia

• plan for the bi-annual pan-malaysian  
 Assembly leaders‘ conference

• plan for the Assembly youth  
 consultation

the first committee meeting of the 
christian brethren secretariat malaysia 
(cbsm) executive com-mittee was held 
on 19th september 1998 with David 
boler as the chairman.

At the executive committee meeting, on 
5th november 2001, choo chee choy 
proposed that Kong yeng phooi take over 
as chairman and this was seconded by 
Wong sai Weng and the proposal was 
passed. it was also agreed that future 
appointment of the officer bearers and 
the term of office would be decided at the 
coming Assembly leaders‘ conference.

CBsM at the Crossroads

the question whether cbsm should 
continue to exist and function or not, in 
view of the inadequate financial support, 
apathy and uncertainties it faced , was 
put to the participants at Alc 2003. After 
much debate, the consensus of opinion 
was that cbsm should soldier on.

At the Alc 2005, the special meeting of 
elders chose 10 elders from across the 
country to form the executive committee 
with yap Kok Keong as the chairman.

At the Alc 2005, a discussion paper 
entitled, A Proposal for Enhancing 
Fellowship and Co-operation among 
Assemblies Located in the Different 
Regions of Malaysia originating from the 
life chapel, was presented by Wong sai 
Weng. following this the cbsm chairman, 
sai Weng and stephen lew worked 
on a new cbsm executive committee 
structure, management guidelines. 
operation procedures and parameters 
of authority vis-à-vis local assemblies—
which were subsequently sent out as 
a proposal paper entitled, CBSM—
Proposals for Greater Effectiveness to all 
assemblies for evaluation and comments. 
After a long process of consultation, the 
paper was finally ready for presentation 
and acceptance as The Working Charter 
for CBSM at the coming Alc 2007. this 
Working charter marked a significant 
turning point as the focus, direction 
and limitations of cbsm became much 
clearer to assembly leaders nationwide. 
they had been involved, consulted 
and their views and suggestions taken 
into consideration in the framing of 
The Charter. consequently they are 
participants and stakeholders in cbsm 
rather than spectators.

steps of Faith and the Lord 
answered from Heaven

the lord affirmed and encouraged us 
through his bountiful provisions as we 
moved forward in faith. more assemblies 
sent in love gifts. our late brother lim 
hon nian was moved by the lord to leave 
a bequest of rm200,000 for the work 
of cbsm. since its inception, cbsm has 
been squatting in ss Gospel centre, and 

the Kuala lumpur Gospel hall through 
the kindness of the respective elders. 
When the KlGh mission house used by 
cbsm as its office was broken into, the 
office moved to the chairman‘s home. in 
2009, cbsm began to look for its own 
office especially as we were aware that 
other christian brethren agencies were 
also needing an office base for their 
operations. once again, our faithful lord 
moved a christian brother to provide 
us with a commodious office in easily 
accessible Desa Kiara. At about this time 
too, remarkably cbsm managed to open 
a bank account under its own name. to 
top it all, God provided our sister patricia 
Wong who resides in Desa Kiara to come 
on board as our administrative secretary.

therefore, cbsm has no excuse not to 
move forward with greater confidence 
and at a much quicker pace than ever 
before, in step with our lord‘s leading. 
ebenezer!

All praise and glory be to His Holy 
Name! 

the CBsM Journey

patricia Wong , our Administrative secretary in 
our new office

i n F O  &  U P d a t e s
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three thousand copies have been 
printed with the permission of the author 
Alexander strauch for circulation among 
our assemblies with the hope that all 
who are in fellowship in our assemblies 
will have a better understanding of 
leadership in the church. this is an 
abridged version of Biblical Eldership: 
An Urgent call to Restore Biblical Church 
Eldership.

similarly 3,000 copies of Shepherd of 
the Flock of God has also been put into 
circulation.

these two booklets constitute part of 
the preparation for next year‘s training 
seminar on “biblical eldership” for 
present and future leaders of our 
assemblies.

new resources
this short video is about Anthony n. 
Groves, one of the founders of the 
brethren movement. it gives valuable 
insights into why he is called the “father 
of faith missions”. this video also gives 
glimpses into our brethren heritage. it is 
suitable also for viewing by house groups. 
followed by discussion.

Available for borrowing from cbsm.

A handy reference on our brethren 
Agencies, this booklet contains useful 
information as well as contact numbers.
you will be amazed at what God has done 
through the years in raising up service 
and implementation agencies amongst 
us.
Available for free from the cbsm office.

i n F O  &  U P d a t e s
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One LOrd, One Mission,
One Heart
By M. selveindran

introduction

Writing to the ephesian church the 
Apostle paul challenges the church to 
“...live a life worthy of the calling you 
have received.” (eph 4:1). Whilst in the 
earlier chapters of the epistle paul had 
defined and delineated the nature of that 
calling, in this passage he frames that 
imperative by reminding the church of 
the “givenness” of christian unity. “make 
every effort”, he says, “to keep the unity 
of the spirit through the bond of peace” 
(eph 4:3).

so our call to live worthily is one that is 
to be focused on this spirit-given unity. 
paul proceeds to drive the message of 
‘oneness’ in his confessional statement 
(eph 4:4-6):

• “one body, one spirit, one hope”
—We are joined together into one body by 
the one spirit sharing a common hope in 
the lord

• “one lord, one faith, one baptism”
—We worship one lord to whom we 
belong and for whom we live within the 
framework of biblical truth (one faith) 
because we have been united to him in 
one baptism into his body

• “one God and father of all, who is 
over all and through all and in all”
—the father before whom we bow (see 
eph 3:14) indwells the church giving her 
the grace of union and communion with 
him and with one another (see eph 2:22).

the oneness of the church is therefore 
not an option but a “given”—a gift of God 
to be evident in the life of the church. We 
are to “make every effort” to intentionally 
focus on preserving this unity because 
the church’s unity will be a vivid reflection 
of the oneness of the triune God, who 
has called the church to one mission 
which she is to engage with one heart. 
this was at the heart of the lord’s high 
priestly prayer recorded in John 17.

“i pray for them ...”

the lord concludes his final instruction 
to his disciples as the time for his 
“departure” was fast approaching. John 
records that when he had finished 
teaching he lifted up his eyes to heaven 
and prayed to the father. in this final 
prayer before his crucifixion he prays for 
himself, then for his disciples and then 
for those who will believe through the 
mission entrusted to those disciples.

“... that they may be One ...”

When we examine the lord’s concern for 
his disciples and their mission expressed 
in this prayer, we cannot avoid the fact 
that his focus was their unity.

• As he petitions the father to protect 
the disciples, the purpose is “so that they 
may be one as We are one …” (17: 11)

• As he prays for the church that 
will be established over time through 
the mission of the early disciples, his 
concern is “... that all of them may be 
one, father, just as you are in me and i 
am in you” (17:21)

• As he defines the heart of the church 
as being the bearer of God’s glory (see 
17:22), his focus was on the unity of 
the church - “... that they may be one as 
We are one ... may they be brought to 
complete unity …” (17:22-23)

the nature of the “unity” is not what 
we have to create. it is not so much 
organizational but rather profoundly 
spiritual yet concrete in its expression. 
it is a unity given to the church which is 
to be visible to the watching world. As 
leon morris commented, “it is a unity 
already given. Jesus does not pray that 
they may “become” one but that they may 
continually be one. it is unity in the father 
and the son ... We should be clear that 
the unity for which christ prays is a unity 

which rests on a common basic attitude 
of abiding in him and having him abide in 
them.”1

“... as we are One.”

there are three facets of this “givenness” 
of the unity that we ought to take note:

• that it is a profound reflection and 
participation in the inner life of the triune 
God—one lorD whom we worship.
—“..as we are one ... just as you are in me 
and i am in you” (17:11, 21, 22)

• that it has consequential impact 
on the public life of the church—one 
mission that the church embodies.
—“...i have given them your Word … i 
have sent them into the world … that the 
world may believe that you have sent me” 
(17:14, 18, 21, 23)

• that it has concrete significance for 
the body life of the church—one heArt, 
united in the lord in love and purpose.
—“... may they also be in us ... i in them 
and you in me …” (17:21, 23)

commenting on this passage (John 17), 
D.A. carson makes this observation: 
“this is not simply a “unity of love”. it is 
unity predicated on adherence to the 
revelation of the father mediated to 
the first disciples through his son, the 
revelation they accepted and passed 
on—this display of unity is so compelling, 
so unworldly that their witness as to who 
Jesus truly is becomes explainable only 
if Jesus is the revealer whom the father 
has sent”.2

“i have sent them into the world”

in this prayer the lord defines the 
mission of the church as one that is 
patterned after his mission—“As you 
sent me into the world i have sent 
them into the world” (17:18). the world 
is no friend of the church as the lord 
reminded his disciples in his earlier 
discourse (Jn 15:18-19) and here in this 
prayer reiterates the fact (“... the world 
has hated them …” 17:14). the church 
formed out of the world (“... those whom 
you gave me out of the world” 17:6) now 
remains in the world for mission—whilst 

continueD next pAGe
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facing the evil one, whose set mission is 
to disrupt the church’s mission and its 
unity. that mission will suffer where the 
church remains divided. 

“... protect them by the power of 
Your name”

the nt records bear testimony to the fact 
that the church often faced discord and 
disunity. the lord’s prayer anticipated 
that when he prayed for the church 
to be protected from the evil one, the 
formidable foe of the church and her 
unity. At the heart of this is the attack 
upon the mission of the church into the 
world.

“holy father, protect them by the power 
of your name”, prayed the lord. that 
“name” is the basis of the church’s unity 
and mission. And that “name” refers to 
the moral character of God revealed in 
and through his word (“i have given them 
your Word “17:14). thus the revelation 
of God in the revealed Word of God is to 
shape the mind and moral character of 
the church—so that the culture of the 
church and its expressed conduct are 
to be undergirded by an evident biblical 
framework. that is what the lord seems 
to express when he prayed, “sanctify 
them by the truth: your word is truth” 
(17:17).

if this was the deep concern for the lord 
for his church, its unity and its mission, 
then that ought to be our concern as 
well—ensuring the protection of the 
church by the power of God’s name and 
praying that the lord will grant wisdom 
to the church to discern the schemes 
of the evil one. D.A. carson’s comments 
are worth pondering over: “the spiritual 
dimensions of this prayer of Jesus 
are consistent and overwhelming. by 
contrast we spend much more time today 
praying about our health, our projects, 
our decisions, our finances, our family 
and even our games, than we do praying 
about the danger of the evil one”.3

“... that they may be brought to 
complete unity”

the lord continues in this prayer desiring 
that the church may “... be brought to 
complete unity” (v 23). the implication 
seems to be that this unity is to be 
“growing in maturity—a maturing where 
the churches are growing to share in 
oneness, reflecting in their corporate life, 
the unity of purpose and the union of 
love in the life of the father, son and holy 
spirit.

this maturing has both geographical and 
historical dimensions. in praying for his 
disciples the lord expressed his concern 
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the scripture union/fellowship of evangelical students, malaysia.

he is currently serving on the boards of the evangel book centre, the Klang valley bible 
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also for “... those who will believe in me 
through their message …” (v 20). that no 
doubt was the mission of the disciples in 
their generation—spreading the gospel 
to various communities of Jews and 
Gentiles of their day and from them over 
many generations to our day. for such 
the lord prays, “... that all of them may be 
one” (v 21).

Conclusion

in every generation the message that 
must be heard is “... that the world may 
believe that you have sent me”. And 
that message will become compelling 
when the church’s verbal proclamation 
of the gospel is authenticated by the 
visual interpretation of that gospel in its 
life of devoted unity in the lord. but the 
haunting question is do we care enough 
to “make every effort to keep the unity of 
the spirit through the bond of peace” ? 

notes
morris l, the Gospel According to John 
(eerdmans 1971)
carson D.A., the Gospel According to John 
(eerdmans 1991)
carson D.A., Jesus and his friends (ivp 1986)

m. selveindran and Kamala
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When i decided to enroll in a seminary for 
theological studies in 1991, i received 
a visit from an elder from one of the 
assemblies in singapore. When we met 
after the breaking of bread service in my 
home assembly, he made the point that 
people from the assemblies should not 
go for theological studies. he said that 
we can learn everything in the assembly. i 
told him that i have not been able to learn 
anything new in my assembly for some 
time and that was why i decided to enroll 
in a seminary. he replied that if i insisted 
on doing studies why not go to the 
emmaus bible college in new Zealand. i 
said that i could not afford to go abroad 
for any studies.

some years later, at a leaders’ 
conference in Genting, i was seated at 
a table of elders from various malaysian 
assemblies. one of them was very 
unhappy that my assembly refused to 
host a programme which was not well-
supported by “conservative” assemblies. 
he made the remark that he was 
surprised that i of all people who had 
studied in a seminary was not supportive 
of that program.

these two incidents illustrate the 
expectations and the perceptions that 
attach to the idea of someone from 
the assemblies enrolling for theological 
studies. on the one hand, there is the 
thinking that enrolling for theological 

studies is exposing oneself to the 
corruption of contrary doctrines and 
ideas from the denominations. on the 
other hand, there is another thinking that 
the exposure from theological studies 
should make one broad-minded, flexible, 
undogmatic and open to change. it is 
not only others who are capable of these 
expectations. the student himself may 
have these expectations.

why should one go for theological 
studies? is there anything wrong in 
doing so?

the purpose of theological studies should 
be to equip one for service. the emphasis 
is on the word “service.” there is nothing 
magical or special about theological 
studies. i have often explained to people 
that it is possible to learn everything that 
is taught in a seminary by oneself. books, 
journals, speakers, off-church programs, 
internet resources, etc abound. however, 
it will take a person 30 years to complete 
the studies by himself. A person can 
learn all that in 3 years by enrolling in 
a seminary. therefore, the difference 
between personal/church education and 
theological studies is the timetable and 
the methods of delivery.

Are there any subjects that you can only 
learn in a seminary that you cannot learn 
by yourself or in church? the answer is 

no. it is usually believed that you cannot 
learn the biblical languages by yourself or 
in church. i learnt Greek before i entered 
the seminary. i signed up for a distance 
learning course with london bible 
college. they told me to study Wenham’s 
book on new testament Greek which i 
bought from evangel book store. When 
the time came, they sent the examination 
questions for me to answer. With that 
certificate i was exempted from Greek 
classes when i entered the seminary 
while my fellow students struggled with it 
for years. i learnt hebrew in the seminary. 
however, it was basically studying 
lambdin’s manual on hebrew. if one 
knows what are the standard textbooks 
and have access to them, one can learn 
what is being taught in the seminaries.

is there any truth to the idea 
that one’s loyalty to one’s church 
and its beliefs can be eroded by 
theological studies?

 the answer is yes. however, that did 
not happen to me. i was already a senior 
leader in my assembly and had done 
studies on my own for years. in particular, 
i believed in the beliefs and practices of 
the assemblies with all my heart. mine 
was not just a blind loyalty. i studied 
not only what we believe but also why 
we believe. i remembered that at the 
end of my first year in the seminary, my 
systematic theology lecturer asked me if 
after spending one year in the seminary i 
still held on to the beliefs of my assembly. 
i answered honestly that he has not 
shown me anything to make me change 
my mind. A brother in my assembly 
(who later withdrew from our fellowship) 
remarked that i left the seminary more 
“brethren” than when i entered. 

unfortunately, there were those who 
had an opposite experience. i know of 
fellow believers from the assemblies 
who enrolled for theological studies and 
graduated with the idea that that they 
should be pastors and preach every 
week. of course, these ambitions did not 
fit into the assembly model. eventually, 

theological education
By Lee Min Choon
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they left the assemblies to become 
pastors in other denominations. for 
one of them, i prepared a pre-seminary 
reading list to prepare him for the 
challenges that would come his way. 
he ignored my counsel and guidance. 
for such believers, their conviction in 
assembly beliefs and practices were 
challenged in the seminary rooms 
and was eventually overcome. the 
power, prestige and paychecks of other 
denominations provided irresistible 
attractions. 

so, how can an assembly prepare 
one of their members who plan to 
enroll for theological studies in a 
seminary? 

firstly, assembly leaders should not 
feel threatened. Assembly beliefs and 
practices can withstand the intellectual 
and critical scrutiny of academia. 
theological education, if managed 
properly, can strengthen the individual as 
well as the assembly.

secondly, leaders must recognize and 
accept their responsibility to prepare 
their members who are going to the 
seminaries. such preparation must be 
in place at least one year before the 
candidate enters the seminary. the 
candidate should be guided by the leaders 
in understanding the essential doctrines 
and practices of the assemblies, working 
through the interpretative basis for these 
beliefs and, most importantly, having a 
scriptural understanding of his calling to 
service of God.

lee min choon is an elder of the life chapel, petaling Jaya, selangor. he is married to yoke lin 
and has two children, charity, 28, and Joshua, 24.

min choon has a teaching ministry among the assemblies in the Klang valley. in 1994, he 
obtained a theological degree from malaysia bible seminary and from 1995 to 2003 served as 
a part-time lecturer in old testament at malaysia bible seminary.

min choon is presently the chairman of the Glo council and teaches regularly at the Glo 
school in taiping. he is also the president of the bible society of malaysia and has also sat on 
the international boards of the united bible societies.

min choon is a lawyer by profession and uses his legal skills to serve the cause of the church 
in malaysia by serving as the legal advisor to christian organisations. he has represented 
christians and churches in many court cases involving religious issues. in 1999, he wrote a 
book entitled, “freedom of religion in malaysia”.

since 2000, min choon has also been helping to organise fellowships for christian lawyers 
in malaysia and the rest of Asia under the umbrella of the worldwide fellowship of christian 
lawyers known as Advocates international. he is presently the chairman of the Global council 
of Advocates international, chairman of the board of Advocates Asia (the Asian chapter of 
Advocates international) and chairman of the pro-tem committee of Advocates malaysia.

some essential areas for a pre-seminary 
preparation are as follows: 

1. principles of interpretation. many 
assembly doctrines are derived from a 
particular interpretive approach. 

2. the Dispensational approach 
to understanding the old and new 
testament, how they relate to each other 
and how they apply to the church.

3. Doctrines. understanding which 
doctrines are shared with the rest of 
christendom and which are peculiar to 
the assemblies.

4. special areas like eschatology, work 
of the holy spirit and church government. 
this is where assemblies differ from 
other denominations and challenges will 
come in these areas.

5. Assembly Distinctives. A deeper study 
of the distinctives than that encountered 
in assembly bible classes is required, in 
particular, confronting the challenges to 
the interpretive basis of the distinctives. 

6. ministry and service. understanding 
servanthood and leadership as is taught 
in the scriptures and as applicable to 
assemblies.

Lastly, is someone with theological 
qualifications a better leader and 
worker than someone without? 

it must be understood that not everything 
is taught in a seminary. the most 

important things to a christian leader 
and worker like servanthood, humility, 
devotion to God, love for God’s people 
and sacrifice are best learnt in the 
crucible of service in the world. these 
things are experienced and burnt into 
the soul by the spirit rather than learnt 
from books or simulated exercises in 
classrooms. After graduating from the 
seminary, i taught in my alma mater for 
nine years as an adjunct lecturer. i had 
the opportunity to compare christians 
preparing for the ministry in the seminary 
and in the church. some of the finest 
preachers and expounders of God’s Word 
that i know of were never trained in the 
seminaries. i know many who graduated 
from the seminaries who lack the cutting 
edge ministry skills possessed by non-
theologically trained workers. What is 
most important is the heart of a man. 
is he a man after God’s heart? Does he 
have the mind heart and spirit of Jesus 
christ? if the answer is yes, theological 
training will sharpen tremendously his 
skills as a servant of christ and make him 
a blessing to many. if the answer is no, 
theological education will only puff him 
up and prepare him for a life of division 
and disservice.

the challenge of theological education 
is a reality facing the assemblies. our 
people can enroll in seminaries, do 
distance learning, on-line courses, 
attend night classes, etc. like many 
things, theological studies can either be 
a blessing or a curse. Whichever one it 
becomes depends on how we manage 
this reality and how we guide and prepare 
our people. 

from pAGe 11
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“pastoral ministry” is a buzzword in 
christian leadership circles today, 
though less heard among the brethren, 
perhaps because we seldom address 
our leaders as “pastors”. but whatever 
terms we may employ, pastoral ministry 
is the core responsibility of those at every 
level of leadership in the church, from 
elders and deacons to cell group leaders, 
ministry leaders, youth leaders, and so 
on. each of these are “pastors” in their 
own right, since the word has the same 
root as “pasture”, and basically means a 
“shepherd”.

Pastoral Ministry
By Colin Kirton

before we even consider the 
responsibilities of pastoral ministry, it is 
essential for us to have a heart for our 
sheep—no less than the heart of the 
Good shepherd himself, who was willing 
to lay down his life for his sheep (Jn 
10:11,15).

once while visiting a church of about 
100 members, i mentioned to one of the 
church elders about a particular sunday 
school teacher there whom i had met. i 
was shocked to discover that he didn’t 
recognise her name or know who she 

was! this was no occasional pew warmer; 
this was someone in the forefront 
of ministry in his church! our own 
experience may not be as extreme as this 
example, but perhaps there are people 
in our flock whose names we still do not 
know. how can we have a heart for them 
when there is no relationship? Jesus calls 
his sheep “by name” (Jn 10:3).

but knowing someone’s name is only a 
starting point. there needs to be ongoing 
deepening relationship if we are going 
to be effective pastors. in pastoral 
ministry, we are called to teach, to care 
for, to encourage, to correct, to rebuke. 
these require a deeper knowledge of 
the persons we minister to – knowing 
how they tick, how they learn, what’s 
going on their lives. indeed, the more 
thorny aspects of nurturing someone—
correcting and rebuking—are very hard 
to exercise if there isn’t an established 
loving relationship. the danger then is 
that shepherds either shy away from 
this pastoral responsibility, or exercise it 
legalistically and lovelessly.

encouragement is very lacking in many 
of our churches. We seem to be far more 
proficient in the language of criticism 
than encouragement. perhaps this is 
a product of our Asian culture, but we 
need to allow the holy spirit to reshape 
us to be better encouragers, as this is a 
mandate that is emphasised in scripture 
over and over again (e.g. 1 thes 5:11).

part of the ministry of encouragement is 
in helping people discover their spiritual 
gifts and their roles in the body. We can 
often be mistrusting of people, or quick 
to come down hard on them if they mess 
up. in a class on spiritual leadership 
and mentoring i once attended, floyd 
mcclung shared these words that have 
been a guiding light in my interactions as 
a shepherd: “it is better to err on the side 
of trusting people than on mistrusting 
them.” As in any family, the family of 
God should be a safe place where grace 
abounds, and where you know you will be 
encouraged and loved even if you fail.

continueD next pAGe
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that we are not far-removed or aloof, but 
fellow pilgrims with them in their spiritual 
journey. it builds understanding and a 
greater trust. Jesus spoke of knowing 
his sheep and his sheep knowing him 
(Jn 10:14)—a reciprocal knowledge. the 
Greek word here for “know” (ginosko) 
speaks of an intimate knowledge, not just 
a superficial awareness.

We also need to lead by example. there 
is no other way our sheep will follow 
(Jn 10:3-4). for example, rather than 
just saying, “We’ll pray for you,” pray for 
them there and then. not only does this 
immediately bring their problem to the 
lord in prayer, and encourage the person, 
it also sets an example for them to follow. 
Actions teach louder than words.

finally, we need to be well equipped to 
handle the diversity of issues that call for 
our response. these include counselling 
for grief, illness, re-entry (after spending 
time overseas), addictions, marriage/
family problems, job issues, or dealing 
with conflict, spiritual doubt, backsliding, 
spiritual or demonic oppression, and 
many more. there are no shortcuts. 
We need to equip ourselves with the 
principles of scripture and be well-read 
on these issues that we are likely to face, 
as well as to humbly allow ourselves 
to be led by the chief shepherd as we 
shepherd the flock he has put under our 
care, “so that the body of christ may be 
built up until we all reach unity in the 
faith and in the knowledge of the son of 
God and become mature, attaining to the 
whole measure of the fullness of christ” 
(eph 4:12b-13). 

Another key area in pastoral ministry 
is what veteran pastor h b london Jr 
describes as “the ministry of presence”. 
referring to a pastoral survey he 
once conducted, he says, “few of the 
respondents talked about what great 
preachers their pastors were or how 
adequately they administrated. most 
related stories about a pastor who was 
there when they needed one … when 
people are hurting, confused, and 
frightened; when they suffer loss and feel 
isolated and cut off; when they have won 
and need to celebrate; when they have 
been faithful and need affirmation.” he 
also shares these great words of wisdom 
from his own grandfather who was also a 
pastor: “it’s one thing to tell people how 
much God loves them, but it is also very 
important for them to know that you love 
them as well.”

much of our pastoral ministry often tends 
to be reactive. We need to be proactive 
instead. the “ministry of presence” 
is not just for when a member of the 
flock calls for the elders to pray for 
them in illness or some other crisis. it 
needs to be an ongoing thing—coming 
alongside our sheep and spending time 
with them, talking to them, listening to 
what is happening in their lives. As an 
elder, i intentionally try to connect more 
with people. i try not to be involved in 
meetings after our sunday worship 
service so that i am available to chat 
with a few people each week on a deeper 
level. As people know you genuinely care 
about them, they will often share about 
problems they are facing, which opens 
doors to pray with them there and then 
for whatever needs they may be facing.

from pAGe 13

visitation is another form of presence. 
Again, this is so important when people 
are facing crises in their lives, but it is 
equally important when such crises are 
not present. the informal setting of a 
home environment often leads to more 
heart-to-heart sharing of needs and 
struggles. if some people are awkward 
having you in their homes, why not invite 
them to yours for tea or a meal? With 
young people, i often invite them to the 
mamak, and one-on-one over a teh tarik 
get to hear what is happening in their 
lives, and to minister to them where 
needed.

We need to take time to listen to the 
heartbeat of the people under our care. 
And when we hear their struggles, we 
need to take them to heart, prayerfully 
weigh them before the lord, and respond 
to them as best as we can. never treat 
any issue or feedback as “a small thing”. 
We could end up being the proverbial 
ostrich with its head in the sand.

With young people, the online social 
media website facebook is often a 
place to hear their heartbeat. for all its 
detractions, facebook has often allowed 
me to catch a glimpse of things our 
youth are dealing with that i would never 
have known just from our weekly church 
interactions, and to be able to reach out 
to minister.

in seeking to build up our flock, it is also 
important that we learn to share our 
own lives with them. too often, we are 
seen merely as knowledge dispensers 
rather than life models. this calls for 
vulnerability on our part. it shows people 

colin Kirton is an elder in subang Jaya Gospel centre, with active involvement in teaching, 
writing, creative arts, worship, youth and pastoral ministries.

colin teaches and also serves as full-time staff at the annual residential bible school, and 
is also the man behind the well-known “footstool players” which has served the assemblies 
and churches in malaysia well through their theatre ministry. he freelances as a performing 
artist in the local arts and entertainment scene. he is single, and enjoys back-packing, nature, 
computers, music, theatre and movies during his spare time.

his father was the late bro. eric Kirton, the last brethren foreign missionary to malaysia, who 
lived and served the lord here until his homecall in 2007. colin was with Kuantan chapel (the 
assembly started by his parents) till 1980, island Glades Gospel centre (1980–1981), sg. 
nibong Gospel hall (1982–1984), ss Gospel centre (1984—1992) and subang Jaya Gospel 
centre (1993 till now).
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malaysia is a multi-racial society largely 
because our forefathers immigrated to 
our shores over the last few centuries. 
many made the journey for economic 
reasons. others due to social and 
political concerns. Whatever the reasons 
may be, it was always to seek a better 
and brighter future. so working abroad 
and migration is not an exclusive feature 
of the modern, savvy lifestyle.

closer to home, my wife and i have spent 
most of the last two decades abroad, 
completing our tertiary education in 
Australia before spending a further eight 
years in england whilst i underwent my 
post-graduate medical training. prior to 
that i did my pre-university studies at a 
junior college in singapore.

having lived abroad, studying and later 
working among people from many 

different cultures, i feel that my life has 
been enriched by the experience. i miss 
the four seasons with all their unique 
features. i can certainly appreciate 
the perceived advantages of living 
somewhere else. my wife and i were 
sorely tempted to live long term in the uK 
because we were so well adjusted to life 
there. it was a struggle for us when we 
were considering our “options” at the end 
of my specialist training.

i have a hypothesis.

Although evangelical christians make up 
less than 5% of the country’s population, 
i have a sneaking suspicion that they 
make up more than 5% of those who 
leave our country. it’s instructive to 
see that God “calls” christians (mostly 
mobile, middle and upper class 

professionals) to emigrate principally 
to developed countries. Developing 
countries, where earning capacity, 
the comforts of life and educational 
opportunities are likely to be curtailed, 
seem to somehow escape God’s notice 
when he leads people abroad. it is also 
interesting that many of those who 
choose to go have not spent more than 
3–4 years at their intended destination.

may i suggest a few things we might like 
to do or consider before we make the 
move.

take a step back and think about the 
big picture. What does the better and 
brighter future mean for christians? 
What should be the christian’s purpose 
and motivation when deciding where to 

working abroad and Migration
By daniel wong
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Daniel is married to chee chee. they have 
four children—two daughters, Zhu shi and Zhu 
yin, and two sons, Zhu xin and Zhu Wei. they 
returned to malaysia in 2008 after spending 
most of the last decade in england and 
Australia. they live with their two labradors 
in section 17, petaling Jaya. he was born and 
bred in petaling Jaya and grew up as part of 
the church family at the life chapel. he was 
baptised in 1987. he is currently leading a cell 
graoup which meets at his home.

A clinical oncologist based at universiti 
malaya medical centre, he is a regular 
speaker at various churches on cancer 
awareness and a holistic approach to 
caring for those diagnosed with cancer. he 
enjoys writing the occasional article in local 
newspapers to stimulate discussion on issues 
related to cancer, particularly the spiritual and 
emotional aspects.

Daniel and chee chee with their children

settle down? surely our theology should 
influence this area of life in the 21st 
century. God’s will is for all christians to 
grow in christ-likeness, that God might 
be glorified in our lives. the christian’s 
primary concern in life is therefore to 
know christ and to make him known in 
our world. how does your going abroad 
promote this ultimate mission? it is 
essential that your thoughts on this 
matter are covered by prayer.

honestly assess your own reasons for 
desiring to go. is it because you have 
been offered a higher paying or higher 
profile job? is it because the exchange 
rate is very favourable? is it because 
premium quality education is available 
without having to pay the exorbitant 
overseas students tuition fee? Are you 
looking for a life of greater comfort? 
Are you running away from someone or 
something back home?

Jesus came into our world to suffer and 
die for us and he calls us to follow in 
his steps. think of what Jesus might 
say to you as he looks into your heart. 
there is no need to justify emigration 
on special spiritual grounds. the whole 
world belongs to God. the only difference 
is, with AirAsia “now everyone can fly’. 
nowhere in scripture do we learn that 
God’s will is a single track and that 
straying away from that path spells 
disaster.

A word for parents whose children are 
studying or working overseas—please 

do not counsel your children to remain 
abroad because of the perceived political 
instability, racial bias and dim future of 
our country. encourage them instead to 
return and serve God in malaysia, despite 
the many challenges that may lie ahead 
for christians here.

greener pasture syndrome

is life at our intended destination truly 
better? better for whom? each country 
has its own troubles. some of these 
are very serious. religious freedom is 
gradually being eroded in the uK. the 
last decade has seen the ascendancy of 
islam and secularism. strange bedfellows 
i know, but the reality is that the uK is 
in a confused state. the uK has the 
highest teenage pregnancy rate in 
europe. in many schools, more than half 
of the children are born out of wedlock. 
the police are struggling to contain 
increasingly pervasive gun-crime and 
drug culture. the prevailing (and often 
decadent) culture and values of society 
elsewhere may eventually creep into your 
family and return to haunt you.

no man is an island

We do not exist in a vacuum. the decision 
to emigrate is not one which simply 
affects one man and his immediate 
family. how about those who are left 
behind? it is true that we cannot live our 
lives for others but we need to seriously 

consider the impact on others. in our 
own deliberations, we felt that a family 
relationship was an excellent reason to 
return. We have not regretted it.

some of you may be involved in 
productive and fruitful christian ministry 
at home. Whilst it is true that no one is 
indispensable in the kingdom of God, the 
church in malaysia desperately needs 
faithful disciples who will stand up and be 
counted in the long term. it is challenging 
enough thinking of strategies to support 
local churches in smaller towns, whose 
youths migrate to the Klang valley, let 
alone replacing folks who move abroad.

the Word of God tells us that a lifespan 
of three score and ten years is to be 
considered a blessing from God. the 
better and brighter future of christians 
is not to be found in this world, in our 
earthly lives or in a country of equal 
opportunities. our ultimate destination 
is heaven, where christ is. it is also 
necessary therefore that our minds must 
be set on things above when making all 
of life’s decisions. 

from pAGe 15
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max Depree, author of Leadership is an 
Art, once stated that “succession is one 
of the key responsibilities of leadership”. 
Anyone who has studied the life of christ 
would have to agree with that statement. 
even a cursory glimpse at the ministry of 
Jesus christ reveals that he committed 
considerable amounts of time and energy 
to the development of future leaders. 
unlike many leaders today, ‘leadership 
succession’ was not something that 
was haphazardly tacked onto the end of 
Jesus’ ministry; instead it was proactively 
pursued from the very outset. let’s 
consider christ’s example and discover 
three simple yet effective strategies for 
“leadership succession”.

strategy no. 1: selection

richard branson maintains that a staff 
selection policy where you “hire for 
Attitude and train for skill” is the single 
greatest secret to his business success. 
from branson’s experience he has 
discovered that you can “train smart 
people to do just about anything, but a 
bad attitude could bring the business 
down”. the same could be said for a local 
church. you can train a gifted leader to 
do just about anything, but a leader with 

simple strategies for 
Leadership succession
By andrew Cowell

a bad character could bring the church 
down.

that is the reason why the new 
testament emphasises that a “godly 
character” is the single most important 
requirement for future leadership (tit. 
1:6). for instance in 2 timothy 2:2 paul 
gave the following command in regards 
to “leadership succession”; “what you 
have heard from me in the presence of 
many witnesses entrust to faithful men 
who will be able to teach others also.” 
According to paul “faithfulness”, not 
“successfulness”, should be the primary 
focus when selecting future leaders. 
in short “godliness” must always be 
prioritised over “giftedness”.

thus the first step towards “leadership 
succession” is selecting a few godly 
candidates. i would suggest that when 
you are doing this it is helpful to look 
for “f.A.t.” men—that is people who are 
“faithful”, “Available” and “teachable”. 
After all it doesn’t matter how much 
potential a person may have, unless they 
are “faithful” the results will be short 
lived. furthermore if the mentoree is 
not “available”, then they won’t have the 
time or the commitment to go through 
the leadership development process. 

finally, if the protégé lacks a “teachable” 
spirit their raw potential will never be 
fully realized as they will not accept the 
corrective input that is necessary for 
shaping future leaders.

After “faithful”, “available” and 
“teachable” candidates have been 
selected it is important that leaders 
spend quantity time with them.

strategy no. 2: association

King solomon, the wisest man of his 
time, shared one of the secrets to gaining 
wisdom. in proverbs 13:20 he states, 
“he who walks with the wise grows wise”. 
from solomon’s perspective one of the 
key ways to grow in wisdom is simply to 
be around wise people. it would appear 
then that the influence of the people with 
whom we associate is truly ‘life changing’.

Jesus was fully aware of this principle 
which would explain why the essence 
of his training program was just “being 
with” his disciples (mark 3:14). richard 
coleman asserts that “the time which 
Jesus invested in these few disciples 
was so much more by comparison to 
that given to others that it can only be 
regarded as a deliberate strategy. he ate 
with them, slept with them, and talked 
with them for the most part of his entire 
active ministry”.

the church today has been slow to 
come to grips with this. it would appear 
that many church leaders still believe 
that “leadership” can be taught in 
a classroom context or studied in a 
seminary setting. the reality is, however, 
that leadership is more “caught” than 
“taught” and thus there must be on-the-
job training.

this is why many of the churches that 
are enjoying the greatest success when 
it comes to leadership succession have 
implemented some sort of internship 
program where elders are paired up with 
elder mentorees. the internship training 

continueD next pAGe
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will often involve the elder and the elder 
mentoree studying the bible together, 
visiting church members together, 
discussing fundamental theological 
principles together, brainstorming 
specific case studies together and 
praying together. in addition to this 
the elder mentorees will occasionally 
be given the opportunity to preach 
to the congregation, sit in on certain 
counselling sessions and attend selected 
elder’s meetings. the programme can 
be “formal” or “informal”, so long as it 
remains highly relational and extremely 
practical.

‘Quantity time’ alone, however, is not 
enough. there must also be ‘quality time’ 
where the character, knowledge and skills 
for leading are imparted to the mentoree.

strategy no. 3: impartation

i can remember attending a seminar 
where the presenter talked about the 
“World cup” syndrome. he commented 
that during a World cup soccer match 
there are usually twenty two fit players 
who urgently need a rest being cheered 
on by millions of ‘out of shape’ spectators 
who badly need some exercise. such 
is often the case in the average church 
today. usually there are a handful of core 
members who do the vast majority of 
the ministry whilst the remainder of the 
church applause from the pews.

how can the “World cup” syndrome be 
avoided? one of the primary ways for 

turning spectators into players is for 
leaders to rediscover their God-given role 
as “coaches”. church leaders have been 
given by God for the primary purpose 
of equipping saints with the character, 
knowledge and skills to do the work of 
ministry (ephesians 4:11-12). Jesus has 
provided the perfect example of how this 
can be done. if you look at the training of 
the disciples you will discover that they 
were equipped to do the work of ministry 
via a simple five-step process.

step 1: instruct—“You Listen to 
Me”
During this step the disciples listened to 
christ teach the multitudes publicly and 
themselves privately.

step 2: illustrate—“You watch Me”
throughout this step the disciples 
watched Jesus as he ministered 
in various settings and to different 
audiences, from sympathetic to hostile. 
During this time Jesus demonstrated and 
applied the content of his teaching to all 
parts of life.

step 3: involve—“we do it 
together”
in addition to the above the disciples had 
the opportunity to “get their hands dirty” 
as they ministered together with Jesus 
throughout Judea, Galilee and Jerusalem.

step 4: improve—“i watch You”
eventually Jesus sent the disciples out 
on short term ministry trips without his 
direct presence. When the disciples came 
back to report on their activities Jesus 

pointed out areas where they could grow 
and improve.

step 5: inspire—“i encourage You”
Jesus personally visited his disciples 
numerous times after his resurrection 
with the primary aim of encouraging and 
exhorting them to do the ministry for 
which they had been trained.

notice that Jesus assumed the 
responsibility for equipping his disciples 
for ministry. he didn’t just announce 
one day that they were leaders and drop 
them in the deep end. ‘When he said, 
“i will make you fishers of men,” he 
declared he was the one in charge of 
the equipping process ... he didn’t just 
pick up the fishing pole and pass it to his 
disciples; he invested his life in teaching 
and training and equipping them to fish 
for men.’

simply stated the secret to successful 
“leadership succession” is dedication 
to discipleship and mentoring. once 
godly candidates have been selected it 
is important to faithfully associate with 
them by giving them “on-the-job-training” 
where the character, knowledge and 
skills for godly leadership are effectively 
imparted to them. this was Jesus method 
and if we are to succeed in building his 
church then it must become ours too. 
Jesus didn’t make a mistake when he 
emphasised leadership development, 
instead he was leaving us a ‘master plan’ 
to follow. 

Andrew cowell and his family have served as missionaries in south east Asia for the past 
thirteen years. the first three years were spent in malaysia where Andrew and his wife were 
involved in discipleship and local church ministries. the last ten years have been committed to 
assisting with a new testament church planting ministry in indonesia. in his most recent role 
Andrew has had the opportunity to assist with the preparation and appointment of elders in a 
number of village assemblies. he has also helped prepare indigenous leaders to carry on the 
assembly church planting ministry in indonesia. At the end of 2010 the church planting ministry 
in indonesia will be entrusted to indigenous leaders and Andrew together with his family will 
return to Australia where they will continue their involvement in cross cultural ministry by 
serving with Glo Australia.

please note that this article is based largely upon richard coleman‘s book entitled, “the master 
plan of evangelism”. for a more detailed discussion of the strategies mentioned in this article 
please refer to the above mentioned book.

the cowell family

from pAGe 17
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How did i become involved with 
grace international?

Grace international ministries is a cross-
cultural church planting ministry that is 
committed to planting “new testament” 
churches. it was started by littleton bible 
chapel in the united states. 

i was working as an industrial engineer 
with intel malaysia when i first heard 
the lord’s call to go and serve him in 
indonesia. the challenges came at two 
‘mission night’ gatherings in burmah 
road Gospel hall, my home assembly, 
in 1997 where i was a member of the 
church missions’ committee then. 
God challenged me again at a special 
missions meeting at sungai nibong 
Gospel hall. the call came through two of 
the lord’s servants chuck harrison and 
Andrew cowell.  

subsequently, in 2004 i went to Glo 
smithton, tasmania  for a 9-month 
discipleship course. While i was there 
the call to go to indonesia was confirmed 
again. After the training, i went on to 
cambodia to serve for 6 months under 
GoWW. Although my eyes were opened to 
the  many needs in cambodia, the call to 
indonesia remained firm. 

i have studied Javanese and served 
with Grace international for  more than 

t H e  C a L L  t O  M i s s i O n s

Ministry with grace international 
(indonesia)
by Chan Mei Lai

five years now. my primary work is to 
co-ordinate the “partners program” and 
its information ministry. this ministry is 
mainly communicating with our sponsors 
and prayer chain teams; keeping all 
our partners informed regularly through 
prayer updates and also special reports 
on the progress of specific projects. i 
obtain news and prayer updates from 
our church planters/workers, translate 
them and then send them out to the 
respective sponsors who are mostly from 
malaysia, usA and Australia.  my other 
responsibility is the quarterly “Grace 
Warfare” bulletin. besides these, i also 
help with the work of our  financial team.

encouragement from god

throughout these years in indonesia. God 
has encouraged me greatly by his timely 
providence and faithfulness. he blessed 
me with many faithful friends, new and  
old.  i am very grateful, thankful and 
love each one of them. Among them is 
Demos, my spiritual “god-son” whom i am 
privileged to help mentor. Demos from 
palu, in central sulawesi, is presently 
doing  his field training to serve God in 
pulau Kaladan. he has so much potential 
to serve the lord in the coming years. 

Among the many personal blessing i 
have received is the salvation of my 

sis. mei lai is a commended worker of 
burmah road Gospel hall and has been 
serving with Grace international (indonesia) 
based in malang, east Java for the last 
five years. she is in charge of the partners 
programme. prior to going to indonesia, she 
had served in cambodia under GoWW. she 
had also undergone a 9-month discipleship 
course with Glo smithton, tasmania in 2004. 
before entering the mission field, she worked 
as an industrial engineer with intel malaysia.

sis. mei lai is single and the eldest in the 
family. her spiritual strength is in mentoring, 
exhortation and hospitality. she also enjoys 
reading and handicraft.

family members; especially my younger 
brother,Jimmy and three of my nieces. 
this has brought me much joy in the lord.

How can assemblies and individuals 
be involved?

Assemblies in malaysia can be involved 
as a partner by:
• persistently praying for them,
• practically providing for them,
• visiting and encouraging the church  
 there

you can contact me at chanmeilai@
yahoo.com. to God be the glory! 

mei lai with Demos and mei sheen
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An old chinese proverb quotes: “A journey 
of a thousand miles begins with one 
small step.” the first small step of my 
journey into missions was taken at an 
om mission camp in singapore in 1987 
when i answered God’s call to serve in 
the mission field. my wife, swee Gim 
attended the next year’s camp and was 
also convicted to serve in missions.

We then took further steps of faith in 
our missions journey initially through 
“love europe”, a month-long om mission 
campaign in belgium, to assess our 
suitability. to our surprise, weeks of 
tedious door-to-door evangelism, even 
with doors slammed on our faces, excited 
us and we felt more prepared for longer 
term missions.

the next step of faith led us to two years 
of service in north Africa. in 1991, i 
resigned as an insurance loss adjuster 
and joined om. Johor bahru Gospel 
chapel became our sending assembly 
with petaling Jaya Gospel hall as our 
supporting assembly and joined in later 
years by ss Gospel centre and the life 
chapel.

based in a city in north Africa, our 
ministry comprised evangelism, bible 

distribution, discipling, preaching and 
administrative work. om also started 
schools, street kids centres and poultry 
farming for internally displaced peoples 
(iDp) and orphans of war. such acts 
of love, community development and 
even business as missions (bAm) had a 
strategic role in transforming lives and 
communities. We were granted student 
visas through studying language in the 
university where many contacts were also 
made.

our greatest struggle in the field was 
coping with extreme hot weather 
(average 40 c), regular electricity and 
water cuts and the haboob, a dust storm 
that frequently messed up the house. 
malaria was common as common cold 
and both of us contracted malaria twice 
and for months after were sapped of our 
strength. A constant source of stress was 
the security of our identity.

Despite the difficulties, the two-year stint 
was a spiritual watershed in our journey 
of faith. We sowed many spiritual seeds 
and were overjoyed when one yielded 
fruit the next day. the bible came alive 
when we saw the power of prayer in 
many incidences triumphing over evil 
and restoring the sick. some churches 

held regular overnight prayer meetings! 
the boldness of believers and their 
readiness to suffer inspired us to share 
courageously. their love and outreach 
to rival tribal groups despite the civil war 
between them caused us to examine 
and change our own attitude of prejudice 
against other ethnic groups.

At the end of 1993 we returned home to 
two years of home assignment with Johor 
bahru Gospel chapel who commended 
swee Gim and i as full-time workers to 
a newly established assembly, Johor 
Jaya Gospel centre (later renamed 
Daya Gospel centre). We constantly 
emphasized missions to both adults 
and children and sent youth to mission 
camps and to the mission ship, Doulos 
for exposure. years later, two of them 
served two years in china and on Doulos 
whilst others went on mission exposure 
trips abroad.

in 1998 we stepped out in faith again 
to study a foreign language for a year 
at a missions training institute in the 
middle east prior to serving in north 
Africa. mastering a new language had 
its stresses, headaches (due to long 

steps of Faith with Operation 
Mobilisation (OM)
By Cheong wye Choon

the mv Doulos

continueD next pAGe
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hours of class and homework) and 
throat-aches! (from twirling the tongue to 
constricting the throat to make the right 
sounds).

the following year, we were back in 
north Africa with om. previously we were 
primarily engaged in the frontline work 
of evangelism. We now saw the more 
strategic role of training and supporting 
national workers. it made sense—the 
foreign missionaries would leave the 
field sooner or later but the national 
workers would be there for the long 
haul. We strengthened communications, 
finance and financial Development and 
trained nationals for these functions. 
We made time for personal friendship 
evangelism and i preached in churches 
during the weekends. Weekly evangelistic 
bible studies were held in our home 
for malaysian and other business 
expatriates. for visa, we registered an 
it business but were frustrated by the 
bureaucracy and the business never took 
off.

in our third year of service, we were 
invited to return to lead om malaysia. 
We were convinced of the lord’s call 

though several people felt otherwise. We 
reasoned that so long as we remained in 
the field, there would be only two of us 
but if we went back to mobilize, perhaps 
a dozen or more would come to that field, 
which would be far better!

A step of faith “against all odds” brought 
us back in 2003 with my appointment as 
national Director. As personnel manager, 
swee Gim was responsible for recruiting, 
training, member care and re-entry of 
our workers. over the past 7 years, 50 or 
more malaysians had been recruited to 
serve at least 2 years in various countries 
and on om’s ships whilst at least 200 
had been on a short exposure trip.  We 
had hopes of mobilizing twice as many 
but the task had been challenging and 
sometimes discouraging. the wealth 
of resources within the multi-cultural 
and multi-lingual malaysian church with 
the added advantage of a malaysian 
passport that has easy access to most 
unreached nations has yet to translate 
into a significant global missionary force.

it is my hope and dream too that the 
assemblies will witness a significant 
increase in the sending of workers. i am 

bro. Wye choon comes from a buddhist 
family. he was saved through the witness 
of school mates from bukit bintang boys’ 
secondary school and was discipled at 
petaling Jaya Gospel hall.

in 1984, he married swee Gim, and they 
served together as missionaries in a north 
African nation for three years through om. 
they have been with om since 1998. prior 
to joining om, bro. Wye choon had served 
as a branch manager in ipoh, Kota Kinabalu 
and Johore bahru with an international loss 
adjusting firm. he served in that company 
until he left for the mission field.

based on their faith and experiences gained 
in serving the church and in the mission field, 
they planted and established the work at 
Daya Gospel centre. Wye choon was also a 
commended worker of Daya Gospel centre 
during the period 1994–1997.

they are now worshipping in ss Gospel centre 
as they are currently based in Kuala lumpur 
with om.

greatly encouraged whenever i recall the 
missionary zeal and passion of the early 
assemblies who at one time in history 
collectively sent out a sizable proportion 
of the world’s total missionary force. 
While the door remains open in many 
needy countries, let us urgently seize the 
opportunity to go or to send, besides just 
praying or giving to missions.

today, many ‘steps of faith’ later, as 
we look back to the lord’s call several 
years ago, we are indeed glad to have 
taken those small first steps of faith that 
began our missionary journey of literally 
a thousand miles, if not more. may i urge 
you, when you hear God’s call, to take a 
step of faith, however small that first step 
may be, to begin your own journey into 
missions for ‘the harvest is plentiful but 
the workers are few’. 
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loh Ah Asiau and fee chin came from 
Jasin, malacca to Kajang in selangor to 
plant a church (Kajang life chapel or 
Klc) in 1990. motivated by the lord’s 
teaching and command that a local 
church must spin out, ultimately, to the 
ends of the earth (Acts 1: 8), and not to 
limit our outreach or disciple making to 
our own ethnic group (matt. 28: 18-20), 
they began their first meeting in Kajang 
on 1st July, 1990.

by 1992, they had an experience of a 
local church planting in seremban, and 
bringing two short term mission teams 
to betong, south thailand. they also had 
the first experience of bible teaching in 
the house churches in china. All these 
taught them many lessons and widened 
their horizon for mission.

in 1994, they ventured into north 
West china to work among the muslim 
minorities, and in 1995, they crossed 
over to Kazakhstan. these again taught 
them many valuable lessons, including 
catching the ‘back to Jerusalem’ vision. 
by this time, they have also gone to nilai 
and banting to start a church in these 
places.

Gospel outreach Worldwide (GoWW) 
was formed by the participants of Klc’s 
first mission conference at pangkor 

island in may, 1994. the idea arose due 
to the realization of the vastness of the 
mission task and the need to mobilize the 
churches to face the challenges.

At the end of 1995, we heard of an 
english Assembly short-term mission 
team to cambodia. having heard of the 
open door and the opportunities there, 
we requested one of the team members, 
Dr. lian thian fook to come to Klc to 
share. seeing such an opportunity, Ah 
Asiau made a survey trip to cambodia in 
march, 1996. During his ten days there, 
he was surrounded by helpers and was 
led to see open doors. the Klc oversight 
team, including a potential missionary 
candidate made a trip in the following 
month, April. the team received clear 
indication from the lord, and as a result, 
a twin building near the monivong st. was 
rented during this trip, and business was 
opened on 25th June, 1996.

We soon secured with ease, a non 
Government organization (nGo) status to 
open a reading room with full options and 
the flexibility to train the cambodians. 
these facilities in the name of shalom 
life care serve centre (slcc) brought 
us into contact with many students. they 
came to use the reading room and to 
attend the english classes. from contact 
to friendship and then to evangelism 

and disciple making, and we see a local 
Khmer church established in his time. it 
was natural for our missionaries to learn 
the Khmer language from day one. so, 
preaching done in the english language 
and translated, gradually changed to 
Khmer language preaching. if you come 
to the meetings today, you will not only 
realize it is a Khmer church, you will also 
see the locals conducting meetings and 
preaching. We also established a training 
program known as ‘nazarite training 
centre’ or ‘ntc’ in 2000. this was a two-
year bible and ministry training course 
for lay people. today, a few of them are 
in the leadership in all our three centers- 
phnom penh, suong and takeo.
 
takeo’s work was initially a trial project 
by the ntc students under the subject 
of ‘church planting’. the real action was 
in 2008, where a centre proper and 
subsequently a a church was started.

suong‘s work was started in 2002. the
main thrust in suong was originally to 
do the cham (muslim) work, but due to 
the shortage of worker, this work was 
temporary put aside later in 2007. now, 
in suong we have a reading room, english 
language classes and a Kindergarten.

Church Planting in Cambodia
a report by gospel Outreach worldwide (gOww)

slcc english class with the teacher, mrs loh (2nd row, 3rd from right)

sok lan (takeo) Annie Khoo (suoung)

lee fatt (has 
returned to malaysia)

brenda lim
(phnom penh)

continueD next pAGe
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the rainbow Kindergarten phnom penh bible camp 2010 (mr & mrs loh 
in the centre)

We have a total of five missionaries 
and two boys in the cambodia field at 
the point of writing. As these works are 
already established with the locals’ 
participation, we do not really need 
additional foreign missionaries. perhaps, 
we need a long term worker for suong so 
that the cham work can resume.

Klc is the project church for the 
cambodia work. up to the present, all the 
GoWW projects in cambodia and other 
areas like china and Kazakhstan are 
under the project church, Klc.

We are grateful for the help of the english 
Assemblies to partner with us in providing 
short term english language teachers 
and trainers, and also sending long term 
missionaries to work in our team. We 
appreciate their faithful contribution. 

GoWW’s projects also provide field 
exposure and training facilities for all the 
Assemblies in malaysia and from other 
places.

it is Klc’s intention, God willing, to 
establish other centres in cambodia, or 
to help other Assemblies to do church 
planting in cambodia. We have in mind a 
few other potential areas where we have 
conducted church planting surveys. 

loh Ah Asiau was a very successful engineer in a top management position which he set aside 
to go for bible training when he heard and obeyed the lord‘s call. he and his wife fee chin, a 
language teacher, were especially called by the lord to be church planters. they have been 
faithful to this calling through many decades of labouring together. the lord used them mightily 
to plant many churches both in malaysia and in other countries.

Ah siau comes from Jasin Gospel hall, malacca, and is presently the elder of Kajang life 
chapel, an assembly he started with his wife in July 1990. they are the founders of Gospel 
outreach Worldwide (GoWW, 1994), and are still actively involved with this ministry. besides 
church planting in malaysia, the Kajang life chapel is also the project assembly spearheading 
the GoWW church planting work in china, Kazakhstan and cambodia. both of them also serve 
as itinerant missionaries in several other countries as well. the discipleship training programme 
and modules for potential missionaries which they designed and their own personal example 
have resulted in many younger people going into the field. their vision, hard work, perseverance, 
simplicity of lifestyle perseverance and humility have been truly inspiring.

from pAGe 23

the church building in suoungthe chue family (suoung)
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our brother ng yu hock, leader of the 
GoWW team in one of the countries in 
central Asia was killed in a road accident 
while actively serving the lord on 18th 
sept 2010.

yu hock was born in melaka. At the 
age of 17 he accepted Jesus christ as 
his saviour in Jasin Gospel hall. While 
studying engineering in Kuala lumpur, 
he was also doing bible and missions 
training in Kajang life chapel. shortly 

t H e  C a L L  t O  M i s s i O n s

in Fond rememberance: ng Yu Hock

after graduation, the door was opened for 
him to serve in the mission field through 
Gospel outreach Worldwide (GoWW).

he and his wife siew shia had been in 
that far-off country since 1995.cbsm 
adds its voice to that of many saints 
throughout the country to praise the lord 
for his brief but fruitful and impactful life, 
fully given to the service and glory of his 
beloved lord and master. his faithfulness 
has led the way for many to follow.

these two pictures were taken of him 
and his family in may 2009 during the 
cbsm-organized partnership in the 
harvest conference (pith) in petaling 
Jaya Gospel hall, when the entire GoWW 
team returned home to participate in 
the conference. All at the conference 
would remember the presentation by 
this talented missionary family especially 
winsome young Kim Guan. 

yu hock with son, Kim Guan,and wife, siew shiathe late bro. yu hock

precious in the sight of the lorD is the death of his saints.
Psalm 116:15
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it began in the year 2006 when luther 
house chapel, recognizing the great 
opportunity to reach out to the migrant 
workers particularly to the nepalese, 
started their first outreach to the 
nepalese in the pJ area. the nepalese 
was the second largest group of foreign 
workers next to the indonesians. english 
language classes, computer lessons, 
bible studies and fellowship meetings 
were conducted on a weekly basis. At the 
same time sungei Way christian church 
also started a nepalese ministry too.  
through a chain of events that was totally 
unpredictable, which we now on hindsight 
could only ascribe it as the leading of our 
lord, the leaders from both luther house 
chapel and sungei Way christian church 
met and felt a great need to move the 
ministry forward. We realized that much 
more could be done for the nepalese 
community if we could invite more 
churches to pool and share resources in 
the area of venue, ministry workers and 
finances.

After much prayer and seeking out other 
churches to share in this vision to reach 
out to the nepalese, migrant ministry 
partnership (mmp) began in July 2007. 
the four partnering churches are first 
baptist church, Antioch christian church, 
luther house chapel and sungei Way 
christian church. many of the nepalese 
who arrived to work in malaysia cannot 
converse nor read the english language 
and bahasa malaysia. this is one 
of the many reasons why many had 
great difficulty adjusting to the local 
conditions as they have great difficulty 
communicating with their local counter 

parts and employers. since 2006 we 
have been conducting english language 
classes. till April 2010 more than 900 
students have enrolled in the basic 
english, it and guitar classes offered 
weekly.

reaching out to the nepalese with the 
Gospel of our lord Jesus christ remains 
a primary goal of mmp. many forms of 
evangelistic activities are conducted 
regularly to draw in the nepalese.  
outdoor events such as picnics are 
avenues used to build bridges to the 
nepalese community.

outings to places of interests such as 
cameron highlands, Genting highlands 
and forest research institute malaysia 
are trips that the nepalese really looked 
forward to with great interest and 
anticipation. for a landlocked country like 
nepal, even a trip to the morib beach or 
pulau Ketam, a trip that most malaysians 
would not look forward to, is a welcome 
break from the monotony of working long 
and tiring hours. some have only a day off 
in a month. many nepalese are expected 
to work long hours with little time for their 
bodies to receive sufficient rest. poor 
nutrition further contributes to many of 
the nepalese suffering from ill health. 
medical clinics are conducted regularly to 
provide them with free medical treatment 
and advice. health talks further help to 
teach the nepalese to take better care of 
their bodies. the christian nepalese are 
encouraged to invite their fellow friends 
from their hostels to come for the free 
medical treatment and health talks. many 
nepalese do turn up for the medical clinic 

as many of them cannot afford to pay for 
proper medical treatment as it is beyond 
their means to pay. During christmases, 
christians’ homes are opened for the 
nepalese to spend an evening to enjoy 
the season of christmas. many of them 
missed homes and by opening the homes 
to the nepalese, it is hoped that they 
will see the love of christ and be less 
homesick.

During christmas, mmp would also 
organize caroling to the different hostels 
to spread the message of the good news 
of the birth of christ. many nepalese 
would not go to church but through 
the carollers that are made up of the 
nepalese from mmp, many nepalese 
would get to hear of our lord Jesus christ 
for the first time.

evangelistic meetings cum concerts are 
held and mmp will bring in nepalese 
evangelists and singers to preach christ 
to the nepalese. Weekly visitation to 
workers’ hostels are carried out to 
befriend and reach out to the other 
nepalese who are hesitant to join their 
christian friends in coming to church.
through God’s mercy many nepalese 
has come to know and receive our lord 
Jesus christ. between the year 2006 
to 2010, a total of 148 nepalese have 
publicly declared their faith in christ 
Jesus as their personal saviour and lord, 
being fully aware of the strong objections 
facing them from their families, relatives 
and community back in nepal. Despite 
the obvious persecution and the very 

nepalese Ministry
By Heng thin Fook

personal computing classes outing at taman Jaya, petaling Jaya Guitar lessons

continueD next pAGe



27

d i a K O n i a

real threat of being ostracized by their 
own community, especially so among 
the highest brahmin caste, they have 
chosen to obey christ Jesus by taking the 
step of obedience in going through water 
baptism.

mmp is constantly aware of the fact that 
the door to reach the nepalese can be 
closed at any time as the government of 
the day may stop the hiring of nepalese 
as foreign workers. this has been proven 
true as all the migrant workers that have 
been in the country for more than five 
years will not be allowed to renew their 
work permit. 

in view of the pressing need to save 
and disciple as many as possible, bible 
camps are conducted yearly. in the 
recently concluded camp held at the 
ulu yam resort a total of 80 participants 
came for the camps. efforts are made 
to invite their own native speakers 
from nepal to come and teach. many 
practical issues are dealt with in the 
bible camps. one of the topics that are 
addressed often is about hinduism 
versus christianity. many of the nepalese 
comes from hindu background. often 
upon their return to their homeland 
they face immense pressure and 
persecution from their family members 
to revert back to hinduism. many were 
threatened and some were ostracized. 
it is imperative that the faith of the 

believers be strengthened so that they 
will not turn away from the faith when 
trials, difficulties and temptations come 
their way.

to further strengthen and eventually build 
up core leaders that would be able to 
serve the local church in nepal upon their 
return, mmp has embarked on various 
levels of theological education. mmp 
recognizes the need to train leaders from 
the midst of the nepalese themselves. 
many nepalese who have embraced 
Jesus christ since 2006 as their savior 
and lord has shown consistent spiritual 
growth. many amongst them have also 
taken on leadership roles by serving 
in the sangati (nepalese word for 
fellowship) and cell Groups. by providing 
them with training on leadership and 
teaching them the word of God, it is 
mmp’s hope and desire to see that these 
trained leaders are able to contribute 
to the local church when they return 
to nepal or even start their own home 
churches in remote villages.

mmp trains a core group of 20 nepalese 
leaders who serve as leaders either in 
the sangati or cell groups in their hostels 
or factories. We now have nine cell 
Groups led by these nepalese leaders 
operating in shah Alam, subang Jaya, 
bandar sunway, pJ section 8, 21 and 
51, bdr bkt puchong, taman industri 
puchong, and sg Way. mmp has been 

invited by bentong Gospel centre and 
malacca methodist church to help to set 
up nepalese ministry to reach out to the 
nepalese. We are glad to note that four 
nepalese believers were baptized by the 
elder of bentong Gospel centre in the 
recent easter service. 

please do pray with us in the following 
areas :

1. please pray that God will continue 
to impress upon the local churches that 
there is a great opportunity to reach 
out to the foreign workers that God has 
miraculously brought them into our 
country. 

2. please pray that we will constantly be 
aware that the door to the nepalese can 
be closed anytime and therefore gives us 
the urgency to work faster and harder in 
bringing the Good news of Jesus christ to 
the nepalese.

3. pray for the spiritual growth of the 
new believers that they may stand firm 
in their faith. Despite of persecution, 
they will not renounce their faith in Jesus 
christ.

4. pray that the lord of the harvest will 
continue to provide for the ministry in 
terms of manpower and finance to further 
expand and reach out to more foreign 
workers. 
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heng thin fook had his early education in bukit bintang boy’s secondary school. it was in the 
year 1977 when he was in his form five that a classmate, Wee Keong, shared about Jesus 
christ with him and in that same year he received Jesus christ as his personal saviour and lord.

he started attending sungei Way christian church in the year 1978. he grew in his faith and 
was appointed as an elder of the church since 1994. the lord has impressed upon his heart to 
work amongst migrant workers especially the nepalese.

thin fook is married to lye fei lee and they are blessed with four wonderful and lovely 
daughters.

thin fook and fei lee with their children
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china, with an estimated population of 
1.3 billion, has a history of over 4000 
years. God is doing an amazing work 
among the chinese people. According 
to liu peng, a government researcher 
and scholar from chinese Academy of 
social sciences, there are at least 70 
million protestant christians in china  
this tremendous growth in protestant 
christian population since the last 
missionary left china in 1953 bears 
testimony to the fact that God loves  
china. the phenomenon  of chinese 
people turning to christ is happening not 
only within china but outside its borders 
as well. 

the Beginning of CsF

According to a bernAmA news report, 
dated  25th Dec.2008, there were 
about 10,000 china students studying 
in malaysia. About 75 per cent of 
these students were taking first degree 
courses and 10 per cent were pursuing 

postgraduate studies. this challenges the 
church in malaysia to consider missions 
to mainland chinese who are right at our 
doorstep. 

the life chapel work among these 
students began modestly as an effort to 
show hospitality. in 1999. this venture 
was well received. the life chapel 
leaders was quick to recognized the 
potential of this work and sister mee 
fong who had originally intended to serve 
in china was appointed as a full-time 
worker for this work. the china students’ 
fellowship (csf) of the life chapel was 
officially formed on 11th may 2003 as a 
local cross-cultural missions venture for 
the lord.

the Changing Profile of CsF 
Members

in the early days of csf,  the students 
were here to study english with the 
intention of eventually relocating to a 3rd 

country to work or to study. this has since 
changed. the students we now have, 
are here to do tertiary education with 
some doing their post-graduate studies. 
some are in twinning programmes. one 
girl is doing her phD. this means that 
they will be with us for 2 to 5 years and 
we have the unique opportunity to win 
potentially influential foreign chinese 
students, ranging from 20 to 28 years 
old, for christ. they come for all sorts of 
background. some stu are atheists; some 
have never heard about Jesus before; 
some have heard of Jesus and have even 
been to church and a few are christians 
who know little of their faith. many are 
brought up by grandparents.

many are introduced to us by their friends 
and course-mates who are members of 
the csf. sadly, many drop out from our 
fellowship after they realize that we have 
a christian message to share with them. 
however, the genuine seekers continue to 

M i s s i O n s  a t  O U r  d O O r s t e P s

Ministry to China students in Malaysia
By Chen Mee Foong
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attend our meetings and by God’s mercy 
many have eventually been saved either 
in tlc or  in other countries after leaving 
us.

experiences & struggles

these students are complete strangers 
in our land..  When they first came 
to us, they came with suspicion, not 
knowing why we want to get to know 
them or help them. As such, we have 
to gain their friendship and confidence 
by being genuinely interested in them 
and loving them as persons. they have 
many problems and needs - emotional, 
educational, social, financial, medical, 
etc. We see these as opportunities to 
understand and minister to them. When 
we have earned the right to be heard, 
we would share the Gospel with them 
and through christ bring about character 
transformation too as most of these 
students have grown up as the only child 
in the family.

sometimes, the work can be so 
demanding, the needs so great that i feel  
desperately overwhelmed. but i recognize 
that these are in fact God’s blessings as 
they present opportunities to enter in the 
lives of these students. i thank God for 
the leaders, church members and other 
christians who have shared the vision 
and have come alongside in this vital 
work. over the years many workers have 
come and gone. At the present moment 

we are very short-handed. to meet the 
needs of all these people is indeed a 
constant challenge but God has been 
faithful. it is his work and he will provide. 

Blessings 

over the last seven years, the joy, 
satisfaction and fulfillment derived from 
serving in this special mission work is 
tremendous. my own faith has been built 
up through involvement in this work. time 
and time again, i see God’s mercy and 
love at work showing himself so real in 
the lives of these students  and also in 
my own life.

Blessings Unexpected

With air travel being made so affordable 
nowadays, students travel in and out 
of malaysia fairly often. As a result, the 
Gospel is being carried back to china 
by these students more often than 
ever before. it is indeed very thrilling to 
see how the power of the Gospel has 
changed the lives of some of the parents 
of these students as well. here are some 
encouraging anecdotes that we know 
about:

1. one mother came to know the lord 
through her daughter and  we  had the joy 
of  strengthening her faith further  when 
she came to visit her daughter recently 
during the chinese new year season.

2. one set of parents hear of the lord 
through their son who had been sharing 
his new found faith with them in china. 
they came with their son to our csf 
one night and were saved. now they are 
attending church  back home.

3. one mother came to the lord through 
her daughter. both mother and daughter 
were baptized together in tlc a year 
ago. this mother has subsequently 
brought her husband whom she divorced 
12 years ago to the lord. both are 
attending church back home now. they 
are intending to get married again. her 
husband is now seeking baptism, God 
willing in tlc also.

4. one brother together with his wife 
whom he met in the church back home 
visited us last year and told us the good 
news that they had started a family 
church in their house.

Conclusion

over the last 7 years we have come 
into contact with students from all the 
provinces of china tibet and Qinghai. the 
potential of this missions at our doorstep 
is tremendous. the work that tlc does 
though  significant is only a drop in the 
ocean. if more assemblies begin to work 
among these  foreign students who are in 
our neighborhood, we will be able to turn 
the ripple into a wave reaching all the way 
back to the shores of china. 
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sister chen mee foong came to know the 
lord in 1977 and has been with the life 
chapel ever since. she has served as a 
deaconess for the last 22 years. mee foong 
felt called to serve among the chinese 
in mainland china and was exploring the 
avenues of going there in a mission capacity. 
the lord had other plans and brought the 
mainland chinese to her instead. indeed God 
works in mysterious ways  his wonders to 
perform.

mee foong enjoys reading and listening to 
music when not busy serving the lord.
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MMM: Cross-assembly Mission 

the inaugural mmm protem committee 
meeting was held on 1st september 2005, 
with the participation of local Assemblies and 
representatives of the myanmar brethren in 
Kuala lumpur at that time.

Pastoral Ministry 

the tribal factor of the myanmar people 
were, initially, not fully understood. it was 
much later, especially after the mission 
visit to yangon by mmm board members in 
July 2007, that the level of persecution of 
non-prime tribes became clearer. it became 
apparent that the chin tribe in myanmar was 
subjected to dire livelihood challenges due to, 
among other factors, its christian heritage. 
most of the chin tribe workers in malaysia 
are refugees, either already holding un high 
commission for refugee status (unhcr 
identification) or are seeking to obtain one, 

and hold hope of acceptance to be resettled 
in a third country.

the major problem is language. With the help 
of bro. loh Ah Asiau and the Dagon christian 
Assembly in yangon, under the leadership 
of elder philip cin suan nang, bro. ling Kee 
came over  to study and to serve in Kuala 
lumpur.

immediately after arrival, bro. ling Kee 
explored various commercial areas in Kuala 
lumpur and adjacent townships (e.g. petaling 
Jaya and subang Jaya) and made direct 
contact with myanmar nationals working 
in restaurants, coffee shops and factories, 
especially those of the chin tribe.

sunday worship 

sunday Worship service was quickly arranged 
by bro. ling Kee and commenced on 25th 
september 2005 at an assembly in the 

heart of Kuala lumpur. since 2008, two 
other sunday Worship congregations have 
commenced—one at a rented shop lot in 
sungei besi, Kuala lumpur and another in 
section 17, petaling Jaya.

in the initial period, local Assembly leaders 
from several Assemblies in Kl/pJ help out in 
pulpit ministries once a month. our prayer is 
that this help will continue.

Home Cell groups

owing to extremely difficult living conditions, 
work demands and logistic problems most  
myanma believers are unable to congregate  
together for normal sunday worship services. 
As a result, home cell Groups with regular 
meetings were established in several 
locations.

Malaysian Myanmar Ministry
By Jimmy Chok

continueD next pAGe
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Jimmy chok was saved in elim Gospel hall, 
ipoh in the mid 1960’s while in secondary 
school. in 1968, he ventured to Kuala lumpur 
to look for a job and commenced fellowship 
with Gospel hall Kuala lumpur (GhKl). he 
worked in sydney for about three active 
years during which time he was active in the 
east sydney Asian christian church. After 
his return in the mid-1990’s, he renewed his 
fellowship with GhKl. soon after, he was 
appointed an elder.

presently, Jimmy is the chairman of ‘yi-sheng 
resources (m) bhd’, the chinese equivalent of 
emmaus bible school where short term bible 
training is conducted for believers from the 
chinese assemblies. he is also the chairman 
of the malaysian myanmar ministry which 
came about as a result of the challenge to 
cross-cultural missions by bro. loh Ah Asiau 
of Gospel outreach Worldwide (GoWW).

Jimmy is married to nina since 1970, and 
they are blessed with two sons, raymond and 
Desmond.

these home cell Groups were important 
for spiritual growth and christian fellowship 
and all efforts are being undertaken to keep 
them active.  During the first year of mmm, 
i.e. 2005-2006, there were a total of nine cell 
groups, which have been reduced to eight 
groups—seven the Klang valley and one in 
cameron highlands. the main challenges are 
the uncertainty and mobility of the members 
especially the leaders.

MCaM

A “myanmar christian Assembly malaysia” 
(mcAm)  has been set up to  enable the 
myanma believers to help themselves.

evangelism and Baptism

through personal evangelism and evangelistic 
gatherings many souls have been saved and 
33 new believers have been baptized.

Humanitarian needs: exciting 
development of refugee Children 
school

by the Grace of God, in conjunction with a well 
established nGo called shelter a refugee 
children education centre was established in  
2009, in Kuala lumpur. the centre is officially 
labelled “school 5”.  shelter undertakes 
the registration of the children and related 

liaison with unhcr, while mmm seeks to 
obtain support for the operation of the school 
including rental, utilities bills, liaison with local 
Assemblies for prayers and support. myanma 
volunteer teachers and community leaders 
together with our mmm representative, sister 
ong suan sim, manage the running of the 
school.

up to December 2009, school 5 has 29 
students. commencing from January 2010, 
the number of students has increased 
to  ranging in age from 4 to 16. there are 
currently 5 volunteer myanma teachers. 
sister leong Wai yue from ss Gospel chapel, 
petaling Jaya, who did weekly bible study 
with the teachers has since left to serve in 
myanmar. unhcr furnishes text books on 
english mathematics and science. recently, 
it has also provided a grant of rm2,500 for 
school supplies.

mmm  has begun to help in another school 
called school 3 in puchong. subang Jaya 
Gospel centre has also started  to help set 
up a similar school in subang Jaya called 
shelter community school 1. may the lord 
cause compassion to arise in our hearts  
to help the refugee children to have some 
education before their childhood days run out, 
while they wait for a new home which may only 
be realised in two to twenty years down the 
road!

the humanitarian needs are so overwhelming. 
mmm has set up a ‘mmm humanitarian fund’.  

from pAGe 30

contribution of love gifts and essentials  like 
rice, canned beans and cooking oil are most 
appreciated. local brethren seeking to serve 
these people in need have to understand 
the different challenges, limitation and 
constraints that they face so that our services 
are, as far as possible, timely and relevant. 

Would you consider rendering help in the 
furtherance of this vital mission at our 
doorstep in some practical way?

please address your communication directly 
to:

Jimmy chok, mmm board
c/o Gospel hall Kuala lumpur
no. 3, Jalan hang Jebat,
50150 Kuala lumpur

or call 012-3078117

or email to jchokkh@gmail.com

note: the term that refers to the people of 
myanmar is ‘myanma’. 
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Dear Saints and Elders,

Greetings to you in the precious name of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Praise and thank God for safe journey and a good time of 

reunion with my loved ones at home in Kathmandu, Nepal. 

I also thank God and to you all, for your continuous prayers 

and encouragement.

It has been past a week that I come from Malaysia, missing 

each one of you and remembering your acts of kindness with 

my family and we have been giving thanks to the Lord in our 

prayers for all of you and at the same time we are also waiting 

upon the lord in prayer to begin ministry in Nepal.

Please pray for God’s guidance and passion to start a new work 

in Nepal along with all of your partnership; and as I sit down 

with my wife, Shanta, to make plans and decisions. May God 

help us to meet up His will for the work. Thank you.

In His service,

Amar and Shanta Tamang

Letter From amar
By amar tamang

about amar

Amar successfully completed a one year 
training programme in biblical studies in 
Glo malaysia based in taiping. While he 
was here he has been of much help in caring 
and sharing the Gospel with fellow nepalese 
working in malaysia. he was commended for 
full-time ministry in nepal on 21st march by 
nibong tebal Gospel hall.
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project paul (pp) is a pan-malaysian 
brethren assembly missions project, 
coordinated and driven by cbsm, in 
mentakab, pahang with the help and for 
benefit of all assemblies in the country. it 
is aptly named after the Apostle paul, the 
first pioneer church planter.

the pp management council consists 
of both local believers and leaders from 
the Klang valley—it is chaired by yap Kok 
Keong and is accountable to cbsm)

the objectives

1. to reach out to a local community in 
a holistic way with the love of christ and 
the gospel.

2. to stir up our assemblies to be 
actively involved in missions.

3. to raise up a pool of ‘missioners’ who 
would be available to help our assemblies 
to be more engaged in missions.

4. to help kick-start an assembly church 
planting movement in the country.

this two-year pilot project began in late 
september 2009. one year has passed. 
With God’s help we have reached the 
point where regular meetings have began 
in a newly rented shophouse close to 
the educare centre. What has happened 
so far? from the photographs on these 
two pages showing some of the sample 
activities carried out in the course of this 
year, it is evident that the lord’s hand is 
with us. to him be the glory! 

Project Paul
a Pilot Church Planting Project 
by CBsM

the educare centre provided by the lord 
through the generosity of one of his servants 
at the start of project paul

project paul management council meeting in 
the educare centre

planning the next move (l–r: yueh siow, 
sok nging, en li—our first missioner from 
GhKl, fong ying and bee lian)

strong support from other assemblies like this 
youth team from subang Jaya Gospel centre 
and material support from other assemblies

sister sok nging, commended by temerloh 
Gospel chapel to serve as pp supervisor

the third issue of the project paul newsletter 
to keep assemblies informed and in prayerful 
support

the missions team from rbs 2010 mrs lai teaching during the seminar for exam 
students at the educare centre

sunday school, youth meetings, bible studies 
and other activities (english and chinese)
in the newly rented shophouse began in 
september 2010.
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penang nyonya dressed in sarong kebaya 
and kerosang. they later moved to stay 
at Jalan raia timor (Jalan raia east), 
Klang.  i was born there on 20th march 
1919. After a while we moved to stay in 
an old attap house at Jalan tepi sungai 
(riverside road), Klang.

as for god, His way is perfect.
—Ps. 18:30

the lord sent his faithful servants, mr. 
& mrs. e.v. brewerton, elder lim chin 

elder ng Kong lam, an elder in port 
Klang Gospel hall is the longest seriving 
elder in our country. now, at the ripe old 
age of 91, he shares with us “glimpses of 
the lord’s gracious dealings with me and 
my family, these 91 years” ...

the Lord hath done great things for 
us; whereof we are glad.
—Ps. 126:3

my father came to malaysia at a very 
young age and married my mother, a 

Kheng. elder lim teck hock with the 
Gospel to our family. We were all steeped 
in idolatry. my father had many terrible 
habits—alcoholism, chain-smoking, and 
opium addiction but the lord touched 
his heart and also that of my mother and 
grandmother. they received  the gospel 
with much joy and wanted to be baptized. 
however, mr. brewerton told my father 
that he had to get rid of his bad habits 
first.

my father told our kinsmen of his new-
found faith, and his readiness to give up 
his bad habits and be baptized  and go 
to heaven rather than keep his habits 
and go to hell. so, against his kinsmen’s 
advice and derision, he, together with 
his wife and mother were baptized. As a 
result God was able to change the history 
of the family. 

Jehovah-Jireh—gen 22:14

As a young boy, i was admitted to the 
Klang Anglo chinese primary school 
where mr. lim chin Kheng was the 
headmaster. i started to attended the 
Klang Gospel hall sunday school where 
mr. lim chin Kheng was superintendent 
and also teacher. When i was promoted 
to secondary school, my father, who was 
then a hawker during the day and ran a 
fruit stall in front the Klang regal theatre 
at night could not afford to pay the $4.00 
school fees and i had to stop schooling. 
When mr. lim came to know about it he 
advised me to ask God for help. After a 
few days, mr, lim obtained a chettiars’ 
scholarship for me. not only that, he was 
able to get used books for me as well. on 
top of that ‘sir’ also asked me to be the 
port Klang Gospel hall caretaker for a 
princely salary of $4.00 per month. yes, 
the lord provides!

i accepted the lord Jesus christ as my 
personal saviour and was baptized in 
1936 in the Klang Gospel hall. i was 17 
years old then, but the elders persuaded 
me to join them. i felt very incapable but 
they advised me to trust God to prepare 
me for that solemn responsibility. the 
elders then were lim Kheng liat, soon 

My testimony
by david ng Kong Lam

continueD next pAGe

L e s t  w e  F O r g e t
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seow Khai, ng liam choo and ng teong 
hoe. the lord blessed me and with the 
guidance of the elders i was able to fit in.

god is our refuge and strength, 
a very present help in trouble.
—Ps. 46:1
 
in December 1941 Japan declared war. 
the rumour was Japanese troops would 
land in morib. fearing the worst the 
family moved to a small township, called 
sasaran, midway to Kuala selangor to 
stay in our relative’s sundry shop. When 
the soldiers come down from the north 
we decided to return to Klang. the day 
after we left sasaran, the small town 
was flattened by bombs. God had indeed 
spared us. the lord worked in mysterious 
ways his wonders to perform.

Japan wanted to construct a railway 
line from bangkok to burma, a distance 
of 450 km. young single boys were 
conscripted and put in the railway 
goods-wagon to be taken away. one way 

of avoiding conscription was marriage. 
Again the lord provided. he sent an old 
aunt to come to our house with a few 
photographs of her nieces and young 
girls to get them matched off with young 
boys. it was unsafe for young girls with so 
many soldiers around.  i was shown the 
pictures but i was too young and know 
anything about girls. so i told my mother 
to go check out for out. she went to the 
house of one and sat through the whole 
day observing her. she came back and 
declared that she was the right choice. 
so lee beng Kwee and i were married in 
a simple quiet ceremony in our old attap 
house. two years ago we celebrated our 
Diamond Anniversary.

the lord blessed us with three sons and 
eight daughters. they all love the lord 
and are active in serving the lord as 
elders, Deacons, Deaconesses, full-time 
Workers, missionary and other assembly 
ministries—six generation of christians! 
it was a really blessed moment for me 
and bee Kwee as our grandchildren sang 
a hymn for us at our Diamond Wedding 

Anniversary thanking the lord and 
praising him for the exemplary life that 
God gave to Grandpa.

Living for Jesus a life that is true, 
striving to please Him, in all that i do

i thank the lord that i was able to serve 
him full-time from 1978 to 2003. the 
lord supplied all my needs from the 
faithful monthly pledges of my loving 
brothers and sisters in the assemblies.

i am now 91 years old (will be 92 on 20th 
march.2011), confined to the house 
because of poor mobility as a result of 
prostate cancer, acute asthma, vertigo, 
a cataract operation and a sustained 
broken bone on the right leg. i am able 
to walk about slowly with a walker.  my 
children drive me to the meetings where 
i also participate, pray and exhort the 
saints, as and when the lord enables me. 
i praise God for all that he has been to 
me. 

from pAGe 34

mr & mrs ng Kong lam with their family at their diamond wedding anniversary celebration
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an elder in His early twenties

Daniel Jevaraj is still going strong in the 
lord and presently serving as an elder of 
taiping Gospel hall. Daniel’s association 
with taiping Gospel, where he found the 
lord, started in the early 1950s. in those 
days, the lord’s work in taiping was in the 
hands of foreign missionaries, mr. & mrs. 
bill stott, mr. & mrs. Ae philips, ms. betty 
Dyer (mrs. W mcvey and two other lady 
missionaries, mrs. blick & ms. parkinson. 
such heavy concentration of missionaries 
in the small town those days must have 
had a telling effect on the young man, 
who, within a short time after accepting 
the lord, found himself in leadership 
roles in the youth & sunday school work. 
he was appointed an elder in 1952 while 
still in his early twenties.

1954 was a year of reinforcement when 
at the age of 24 he found his soul mate in 
the person of ms. ruth ingram, someone 
we all affectionately and respectfully 
call mrs. Daniel. After marriage, the 
responsibility of being a husband and 
later a father did not deter him in his 
commitment to the assembly in taiping. 
instead, the young couple lived out the 
purpose of their union “each for the other 
and both for the lord”.

that same commitment and devotion to 
the lord continued even when the family 
had to move over to penang owing to job 
transfer in 1965. no time was wasted. 
the Daniels immediately became an 
outstanding couple amongst believers 
in penang. Daniel served burmah road 
Gospel hall (brGh) as an elder with ruth 
playing her beautifully supportive role 
both in church and at home, where the 
two children esther & David grew up.

A new assembly work was started in 
penang in 1970. Daniel was seconded 
by brGh to help take care of the new 
work, which became the island Glades 
Gospel centre (iGGc). he stayed on 
as the elder, providing leadership that 
saw the impressive growth of a new 
and vibrant assembly, in addition to his 
responsibilities at iGGc.

As if these responsibilities were not 
enough to keep busy, he also availed 

himself to help out with the work in 
butterworth Gospel hall.

very soon iGGc was bursting at its seam 
and the need for yet another extention 
work became the vision of the day. Daniel 
was very much in the team that had this 
vision. he and the late mr. tan Wah Kim 
and late mr. chia siak leng became the 
prime movers of a new extention work 
in a new housing estate. sungai nibong 
Gospel hall (snGh) came into being in 
1981.

on top of his responsibility in iGGc, 
Daniel was also very much in leadership 
role in the new work. by mid-1980s, 
he relinquished his eldership in iGGc 
to become an elder of snGh, by which 
time he was into his mid 50s. it wasn’t 
unreasonable to think that snGh and 
penang was likely to be his last station of 
christian service.

this notion changed when a leadership 
crisis took shape in taiping Gospel hall. 
the only elder, the late mr. ooi hoay yam 
was diagnosed with terminal cancer. 
Daniel responded to the urgency of the 
situation and, with the blessing of the 
oversight of Jalan imbi chapel in Kuala 
lumpur and snGh, began to make 
regular trips from penang to taiping to 
help out with the work. this was faithfully 
done for many years until the Daniels 
felt that it was time to take up residence 
permanently in taiping again.

on 10th July 1998, Daniel, at the age of 
68, was officially commended by snGh 
to serve the lord full time in the taiping 
Assembly.

the presence of the Daniels in taiping 
saw revival in the work. taiping, an 
otherwise sleepy hollow, shot into 
national limelight when the Glo school 
serving the Assemblies in malaysia—also 
very much an initiative of Daniel—became 
a reality.

this is a man on the move for God, 
undeterred by age, he persevered amidst 
challenges, declining strength and 
energy level and even a heart attack 
sustained about three years ago. he has 
been advised to go slow and consider 

retirement. his answer? “i will serve the 
lord until i drop dead”.

you won’t believe it! he is at it again 
at 80, spearheading yet another new 
extention work, after doggedly pursuing 
the successful construction of a 
building on a government given land in 
Kamunting, taiping. the life and service 
of Daniel is nothing short of awe inspiring. 
he can surely be counted amongst the 
faithful and notable servants of God in 
assembly work and witness in malaysia.

We praise and thank God for a man like 
Daniel Jevaraj! 

L e s t  w e  F O r g e t

80 and still going strong!
by edward Low, elder of sungai nibong gospel Hall

Daniel & ruth Jevaraj

taiping Gospel hall
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nAme Assembly office helD in cbsm

CBsM Pro-tem Committee • Period: 2nd november 1996 – 19th september 1998
mr. David boler petaling Jaya Gospel hall, selangor chairman
mr. christopher leong bandar utama chapel, selangor executive  secretary
mr. Daniel Jevaraj taiping Gospel hall, perak member
mr. yap Kok Keong bandar sunway Gospel centre, selangor member
mr. Wong san tosh Jalan imbi chapel, Kuala lumpur member
mr. ong hock chye ss Gospel centre, selangor member
Dr. ong cheng leng Kuantan chapel, pahang member

Period: 19th september 1998 to 5th november 2001
mr. David boler petaling Jaya Gospel hall, selangor chairman
mr. Kong yeng phooi petaling Jaya Gospel hall, selangor exco chairman & editor, Diakonia
mr.ong hock chye ss Gospel centre, selangor exco member
mr.christopher leong bandar utama chapel, selangor exco member
mr.choo chee choy setapak Gospel centre, Kuala lumpur exco member
mr.yap Kok Keong subang Jaya Gospel centre, selangor exco member
mr. Wong sai Weng the life chapel, selangor committee member
mr.n thiran bangsar Gospel centre, Kuala lumpur committee member
mr.Daniel Jevaraj taiping Gospel hall, perak committee member
Dr. ong cheng leng Kuantan chapel, pahang committee member
mr.Wong san tosh* Jalan imbi chapel, Kuala lumpur committee member
* Until  23rd January 1999

Period: 5th november 2001 – 2nd september 2003
mr.Kong yeng phooi petaling Jaya Gospel hall,selangor chairman
mr.tan Kong beng subang Jaya Gospel centre, selangor editor, Diakonia
mr.Wong sai Weng the life chapel, selangor committee member
mr.choo chee choy setapak Gospel centre, Kuala lumpur committee member
mr.lim hong nian seremban Gospel hall, negeri sembilan committee member
mr. ong hock chye ss Gospel centre, selangor committee member
mr. christopher leong bandar utama chapel, selangor committee member
mr. leong sea fook Kledang community chapel, perak committee member
mr.  Daniel Jevaraj taiping Gospel hall, perak committee member
mr. n thiran bangsar Gospel centre, Kuala lumpur committee member
Dr. ong cheng leng Kuantan chapel, pahang committee member

Period: 2nd september 2003 – 23rd august 2005
mr. Kong yeng phooi petaling Jaya Gospel hall, selangor chairman
mr. tan Kong beng subang Jaya Gospel centre, selangor editor, Diakonia
mr. Wong sai Weng the life chapel, selangor committee member
mr. choo chee choy setapak Gospel centre, Kuala lumpur committee member
mr. lim hong nian seremban Gospel hall, negeri sembilan committee member
Dr. ong cheng leng Kuantan chapel, pahang committee member
mr. ong hock chye bandar puchong Gospel centre, selangor committee member
mr. christopher leong bandar utama chapel, selangor committee member
mr. n thiran bangsar Gospel centre, Kuala lumpur committee member
mr. leong sea fook Kledang community chapel, perak committee member

Period: 23rd august 2005 – 21st august 2007
mr. yap Kok Keong subang Jaya Gospel centre, selangor chairman
mr. Wong sai Weng the life chapel, selangor committee member
mr. tan Kong beng subang Jaya Gospel centre, selangor committee member
mr. stephen lew Kepong Gospel chapel, Kuala lumpur committee member
mr. Jimmy ho elim Gospel hall, perak committee member
mr. leong sea fook Kledang community chapel, perak committee member
mr. lee Kha Khooi sg Ara Gospel hall, penang committee member
mr. choo chee choy setapak Gospel centre, Kuala lumpur committee member
mr. christopher leong bandar utama chapel, selangor committee member
mr. lim hong nian seremban Gospel hall, negeri sembilan committee member

Period: 21st august 2007 – 1st december 2009
mr. yap Kok Keong subang Jaya Gospel centre, selangor chairman
mr. leong sea fook Kledang community chapel, perak Deputy chairman
mr. stephen lew Kepong Gospel chapel, Kuala lumpur secretary
mr. michael Goh Gospel hall Kuala lumpur, Kuala lumpur treasurer
mr. Wong sai Weng the life chapel, selangor committee member
mr. Jimmy ho elim Gospel hall, perak committee member
mr. Gan tian eng bethany Gospel chapel, selangor committee member
mr. lee Kha Khooi sg Ara Gospel hall, penang committee member
mr. teo pek bing sg nibong Gospel hall, penang committee member
mr. low pheng chuan Kota baru chapel, Kelantan committee member
mr. chiew sai Kee temerloh Gospel chapel, pahang committee member
mr. lim hong nian* seremban Gospel hall, negeri sembilan committee member
mr. robert Quay Jalan imbi chapel, Kuala lumpur committee member
*Called Home to be with the Lord on Good Friday 10th April 2009

L e s t  w e  F O r g e t

Past CBsM 
Office Bearers 
1998–2007
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David boler‘s close association with 
the brethren assemblies can be traced 
right back to his childhood. born into 
a brethren home, he made his own 
profession of faith at a series of brethren 
mission meetings and was baptized 
at the age of 15. throughout his life, 
he served in brethren churches which 
included taking up the role of elder 
in elim Gospel hall, ipoh and then in 
petaling Jaya Gospel hall. realizing the 
need for a central help-point for the 
brethren assemblies in the country, he 
was instrumental in the establishment 
of the christian brethren secretariat of 
malaysia and became its first chairman.

An educationist by vocation, David boler 
was principal of the brethren mission 

david Boler
First Chairman of CBsM

Kong yeng phooi hails from ipoh where 
his faith first took root at elim Gospel 
hall during the mid 50‘s. After his studies 
at universiti malaya in the early 60s 
he returned to his hometown where he 
worked until 1967. he worshipped at 
Jalan imbi chapel after he relocated to 
Kuala lumpur. in 1969, he married Julia 
and shortly after that they joined the 
petaling Jaya Gospel hall (pJGh) when 
they set up home in petaling Jaya. since 
then they had served the lord faithfully 
together pJGh. in 1988, yeng phooi was 
invited to serve in the pJGh oversight.

At present in addition to his 
responsibilities as an elder, he also 
serves God through various christian 
organizations in different capacities. 

Kong Yeng Phooi
second Chairman of CBsM

school—bukit bintang boys‘ secondary 
school—from 1966 to 1978.

the years following his retirement saw 
him actively involved in several other 
christian organizations such as scripture 
union, the national evangelical christian 
fellowship, the malayan christian 
schools council, mAp partners berhad, 
the bible society of malaysia, the 
council of churches malaysia, malaysia 
bible seminary and the teachers‘ 
christian fellowship. While he may have 
been brethren at heart, David boler 
was warmly regarded as a christian 
statesman for the wider malaysian 
church until the lord called him home in 
2008, aged 88.

these include the national evangelical 
christian fellowship (necf), christian 
federation of malaysia (cfm), bible 
society of malaysia (bsm), the christian 
brethren of malaysia property trust 
bhd, and the board of Governors of our 
brethren school, bukit bintang boys‘ 
secondary school. Apart from all these 
christian organizations, he had also 
served as the chairman of the christian 
brethren secretariat, malaysia.

yeng phooi and Julia have two married 
sons, Alex and benny, and are the proud 
grandparents of pJGh‘s only set of triplets 
born to Alex and Angela. Alex works with 
ericsson, and benny is full time with 
focus on the family. 

yeng phooi and Julia
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Partners in the Harvest—Count Me in!
international Conference on Missions Organized by CBsM for Brethren assemblies in the asia Pacific region

L e s t  w e  F O r g e t

organised by cbsm with the following 
objectives:

1. to broaden our vision of missions

2. to create and foster national and 
international networks on missions

3. to challenge an increased 
involvement in missions, especially 
among the young

4. to share aspirations and experiences 
on missions

5. to provide an avenue for serving 
missionaries to share and for participants 
to pray

this conference was attended by 360 
conferees from 20 countries. Among the 
views expressed and decisions taken 
at the final business session chaired 
by the cbsm chairman and attended by 
delegates from 12 countries were:

• pith 2009 was a very meaningful 
conference and the spirit engendered 
by pith should be continued under the 

same name but with a different theme 
in place of “count me in!”. pith would be 
held once in three years. india agreed 
to take up the offer to host the next 
conference probably in August 2012.

• the delegates affirmed that pith 
would be an assembly missions 
conference and be inclusive in nature.

• younger leaders would be encouraged 
to attend future missions conferences 
as this would help them know what is 
happening in other parts of the world and 
to expand their vision.

• some delegates expressed surprise 
at the existence and work of cbsm and 
opined that assemblies in other countries 
should also try to set up similar national 
bodies like cbsm.

cbsm reiterates its thankfulness to God 
and to all who worked so hard to make 
this major conference a success for the 
glory of our lord—one lord! one mission! 
one heart! 

partners in the harvest (pith) conference 2009 held from 29th April to 2nd may 2009 at the 
petaling Jaya Gospel hall, malaysia

the First Formal Christian Brethren agencies 
Consultation on 7th november 2009

some of the leaders and office bearers representing cbsm, Glo training school (Glo), emmaus bible centre, malaysian 
missionary services trust (mms), christian brethren of malaysia property trust (cbmpt), highlands christian centre(hcc), pan 
malaysian orang Asli committee, Gospel outreach Worldwide (GoWW), malaysian myanmar ministry (mmm), Assembly fellowship 
camp (Afc) and inter-brethren Assembly youth Development (ibAyD). this consultation resulted in a renewed sense of common 
purpose and the publication of the booklet on christian brethren Agencies, “one lord, one mission, one heart”. 
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general

Dr mah hung soon of barisan, perak 
organized a christmas & new year 
celebration with christians and churches 
at ipoh indera mulia stadium that saw 
a crowd of over 3000 attending. the 
state has good rapport with the christian 
community. We are requesting state land 
for a burial ground as the present one in 
ipoh has about 500 plots left which will 
only last for maybe 3 years.
Assemblies scene

Breakaways

in the last few years, we have seen some 
breakaways. A former member of elim 
Gospel hall left to fellowship with Kuala 
Kangsar Gospel hall. After a number of 
years, he left Kuala Kangsar assembly 
and decided to start an assembly (called 
ipoh Gospel centre) in ipoh under the 
covering of our brethren from paramount 
Garden.

A group of about 30 young adults from 
batu Gajah Gospel hall broke away to 
form perdana Gospel hall in batu Gajah. 
this resulted from an inability to reconcile 
from a conflict with the oversight over 
the handling of church discipline. As most 
of these adults were nurtured by francis 
chan in earlier days, he has taken up 

the spiritual care of this group. they are 
not affiliated to any brethren group or to 
the splinter group, ipoh Gospel centre. 
At present this group is in limbo and 
perhaps ostracized by many assemblies 
because of the presumption that they 
subscribe to professor yap‘s teaching.

Loss

full-time Worker timothy yong from batu 
Gajah Gospel hall resigned to take up 
another pastoral role in Kepong. he had 
served in batu Gajah for many years and 
the assembly felt a great sense of loss to 
see him go.

Commendation

batu Gajah Gospel hall and cheras 
Gospel centre co-commended brenda 
lim to the work in cambodia late last 
year. she is now in cambodia learning the 
local language.

Feeding the poor

Kledang community chapel, elim Gospel 
hall and vineyard Keepers have teamed 
up to run a weekly food programme 
every tuesday evenings in taman mas, 
ipoh. it is called “open Doors Kledang 
community centre”. About 15 to 20 
needy people come to eat weekly. 
progressively, they will expand to more 
days in a week.

gLO training school

taiping Gospel hall is shouldering the 
work of Glo training school in taiping 
despite the shortage of manpower. 
co-operation with the oA ministry is 
encouraging.

elim gospel Hall

this assembly is anchoring the work of 
evangelism through sports with seven 
other churches in ipoh. it is called “ipoh 
buG”. currently about forty over seekers 
are in football training and “sports 

Perak Updates
By Jimmy Ho

partnership, malaysia” sends trainers 
and coaches regularly to help out. foray 
into badminton, freebie, futsal, etc. are 
also underway. they will make a mission 
tour into myanmar in the second quarter 
of this year.

leaders in elim are also taking the lead 
to involve assemblies nationwide in the 
oA work in the tapah/cameron highlands 
area. once they can intern another 
assembly to adopt one centre, they will 
move on to the next to build up the work.
currently medical work is regularly 
conducted in the tapah region. the 
leaders are also working closely with batu 
Gajah Gospel hall with the bm weekly 
sunday service in batu Gajah.

Bidor gospel Centre

chinese youth work saw good inroads 
into the schools but also mounting 
opposition. praise the lord for more 
“labourers” in the harvest-field. two 
busloads of ns trainees are attending 
regularly and some have already 
professed faith in the lord through their 
labour.

Kampar gospel Hall

they are struggling in the work with a 
shortage of manpower. some from other 
assemblies have come to university tAr 
and are helping in the work. opportunity 
in utAr work abounds. 

Jimmy ho, an elder and commended worker in 
elim Gospel hall, with his wife, Josephine.
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Burmah road gospel Hall (BrgH)
moved to the sunday school wing on 
the 10th of June 2007 after the chinese 
speaking assembly received the approval 
to renovate brGh. since then we have 
seen members growing at the sunday 
school wing until we are almost full 
with about 120 saints each sunday. 
our christmas meeting was held at the 
christian convention centre where three 
candidates were baptized in the sea 
off batu ferringhi. the response was 
tremendous as we received so many 
people including some tourists. three 
souls were saved at that meeting with mr 
n. sinnappan as our speaker. one Korean 
girl who accepted the lord was baptized 
before she returned to Korea that week.

our building plan was approved sometime 
in April 2008. the commencement of 
work started in may 2008. the new hall 
(phase 1) is scheduled to be completed 

Penang Updates
By teo Pek Bing

in June 2009. see our website at http://
brgh.penang-assemblies.org/ for 
photographs of our building progress. 
We moved over to 95, Jalan hijau 
empat, Green Garden estate 11600, 
Georgetown, on 1st march 2010. this 
is because we had decided to build 
phase 2 behind the new hall. total cost 
is estimated to be about rm6 million. We 
praise the lord for his abundant supply 
to us as a small assembly of mostly 
aged believers. i think brGh had been 
giving to all appeals for funds throughout 
malaysia for the past 70 years. this is the 
first time we are appealing for funds from 
the other assemblies.

At the same time we are also renovating 
the christian convention centre (ccc). 
the site is jointly managed by the burmah 
road Gospel hall english and chinese 
speaking assemblies. We have spent 
about rm130,000 recently to renovate 

the ccc with better facilities for our 
campers. plans are in the pipeline for 
more renovation to accommodate more 
family rooms and other facilities. As 
our funds are limited, fellowship gifts 
are welcome. if any are led by the lord, 
please contact bro David martin on 016-
4592862.

We hope that you will continue to pray for 
us that the movement of our members 
to facilitate construction will be without 
problems or hindrances. pray also for 
funds so that we can be like moses in 
exodus 36:5-7 “The people are bringing 
more than enough for doing the work 
the LORD commanded to be done.” Then 
Moses gave an order and they sent this 
word throughout the camp: “No man or 
woman is to make anything else as an 
offering for the sanctuary.” And so the 

continueD next pAGe
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people were restrained from bringing 
more, because what they already had 
was more than enough to do all the work. 
(niv)

Butterworth gospel Hall has about 
50-60 persons attending lord‘s supper. 
this year, we were the organizers of 
the Annual penang easter conference. 
We praise God for good meetings and 
messages by our brother, Koh Gim lam. 
please pray for us as many are losing 
interest in the lord‘s work and many 
have grown cold. there is a drop in 
attendance both in sunday school and 
youth meetings. We are working on re-
structuring the program and activities.

island glades gospel Centre, as 
of 2010, we have about 95 baptized 
believers meeting regularly in our 
assembly. our regular prayers are for the 
workers who have gone out from among 
us to serve the lord in other lands. We 
thank God for the measure of peace 
in bangkok as we pray and uphold our 
sisters lay bee and rachel flintstoff in 
their ministry among the thai people. 
please pray for sister Annie Khoo who is 
serving in suong, cambodia. our sister 
lai har who has been serving in china is 
currently on home leave in penang.

last christmas, a mission team 
consisting of eight persons visited 
Annie Khoo in suoung. they were there 
to assist her in the christmas special 
meetings. this year, we are planning for 
a team to visit her again for the same 
purpose at the end of the year.
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sg. nibong gospel Hall’s typical 
sunday lord‘s supper attendance is 
about 90 persons, youth meetings 
about 30 and sunday school about 40 
children. the monthly sisters‘ fellowship 
meeting has about 30 in attendance, 
with a number who are unbelievers. the 
tadika ministry has about 85 students. 
We praise the lord for the christian 
teachers who are in the majority. We 
now have vacancies for 2 additional 
teachers which we are seeking the lord 
for. pray with us for wisdom concerning 
impending education ministry‘s new 
rules. We are also seeking the lord 
concerning outreach and mission work. 
We see needs and opportunities but we 
are seeking the lord‘s direction. We are 
also praying for guidance on preparing 
for the next generation of leaders. our 
brother sinnappan continues with the 
monthly tamil ministry that sees about 
20 attending with about four families of 
non-believers.

We are also privileged to continue to 
host the Abc (Assembly bible class), 
which is entering the 9th year. our 
brother, mr. ung Kim cheng has been 
faithfully conducting the twice monthly 
class on a num-ber of topics, such as 
biblical Distinctives, understanding bible 
prophecies and biblical hermeneutics. 
We will be embarking on current 
Assembly issues in July.

sg. ara gospel Hall is now 11 years 
old. We have about 45 in attendance at 
the lord‘s supper each sunday. sunday 
school is a healthy 40 children and we 

have a number of indian children. our 
youth ministry is combined with sg. 
nibong Gospel hall and we praise the 
lord for quite a number of young working 
adults who are actively serving in this 
area. they are also well grounded in the 
Word. please pray for wisdom on how 
to groom these young men for future 
leadership without discouraging some of 
the older ones.

We are organizing a cef super seminar 
basic, learning how to lead children to 
christ and helping them grow in their 
christian faith on the 31st July and 1st 
August 2010, to be held in snGh.
bukit mertajam Gospel centre’s lord‘s 
supper is attended by 30 to 40 believers. 
being a small assembly, we struggle with 
making sense of what activities would 
match our current resources, talents and 
commitment levels. small numbers make 
it difficult to plan events and activities. 
pray for us for wisdom on how an english 
speaking assembly like us, can be a 
testimony and to witness to a community 
that is largely hokkien speaking. many 
young people have moved to the Klang 
valley and elsewhere plus our sunday 
school numbers are dwindling. We are 
re-packaging it to be an english hour as a 
service to the community where children 
learn english and have fun. please pray 
for our english tuition ministry, and 
wisdom on supporting the Kepala batas 
tamil ministry. 

tadika sg. nibong, a ministry of sg. 
nibong Gospel hall, is urgently looking 
for suitably qualified brethren to fill the 
following positions. if you love the lord 
and are looking for an opportunity to 
serve him among children, here are the 
opportunities:

exPerienCed CHristian Pre-
sCHOOL teaCHers who are proficient 
in english. Knowledge of mandarin and 
music are added advantage. minimum 
qualification is spm.

CHristian assistant Pre-sCHOOL 
teaCHers

CHristian assistant PrinCiPaL 
who has experience in supervising and 
managing affairs of Kindergartens.

for enquiries and application, 
please contact:

the principal,
tadika sg. nibong
51-A Jalan pantai Jerjak 1
11900 penang

During office hours: 04-658 4251
After office hours: 012-587 2687
e-mail: nguiyimlie@yahoo.com
http://sngh.penang-assemblies.org

Opportunities in tadika sg. nibong
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Klang Valley assembly elders‘ 
Committee (KVaeC)

the Klang valley Assembly elders‘ 
committee (KvAec) was formed in 1993 
and its first chairman was n. thiran, then 
an elder of bangsar Gospel centre. he 
is now currently an elder of Kelana Jaya 
Gospel centre. the formation of KvAec 
was to address the felt need for the 
elders of english speaking assemblies 
to come together for prayer, fellowship 
and to discuss and where appropriate 
to decide on matters deemed beneficial 
for unity, development and growth of the 
assemblies in the Klang valley.

in the initial years a few assemblies 
were represented in the KvAec. We 
praise and thank the lord that interests 
among the assemblies grew and today 
we have a good number of assemblies 
which are actively participating in the 
activities and programmes planned by 
KvAec. As of today, we have 12 english 
speaking assemblies located in Wilayah 
persekutuan Kuala lumpur and 16 
others in the Klang valley making a total 
of 28.

We are grateful to the lord for the various 
chairmen who had held office faithfully 
since 1993. presently, the normal KvAec 
meetings are held bi-monthly at the 
Gospel hall Kuala lumpur with the kind 
permission of the elders there. however, 
when there is a dinner meeting, this will 
normally be held in the host assembly 
in order to promote unity and enhance 
fellowship among the elders of Klang 
valley assemblies.

the KvAec has proven to be an effective 
forum to discuss and disseminate timely 
information to help keep assemblies 
abreast of current events and situations 
that might affect the assemblies and 
churches in the country. in addition, it 
has been effective in planning events 
and programmes for the benefit of the 
assemblies in the Klang valley. We are 
now witnessing a better networking 
and partnership among the assemblies 
in carrying out specific projects for the 
development and growth in the lord‘s 
work within the region and beyond.

Klang Valley regional report

besides, the assemblies, representatives 
from other brethren Agencies are also 
invited to sit in at the KvAec meetings. 
the purpose is for them to update the 
assembly elders regarding the progress 
and development of their respective 
ministries. the regular agencies 
represented are Glo, mms trust, oA 
ministry, inter brethren Assembly youth 
Development (ibAyD), family life ministry 
and cbsm. occasionally, the KvAec 
also receives reports and updates from 
other agencies for purpose of prayer and 
support.

We look forward to see greater 
commitment and more fruitful 
participation of elders and assemblies in 
the Klang valley to extend God‘s Kingdom 
to the praise and glory of his name.

Photo(above): a Klang Valley assembly 
elders Committee gathering

nAme of elDer Assembly

Front row (L to r)
christopher leong Antioch network community
chong Ah Kow Klang Gospel hall
ng see yen melawati Gospel centre
lim heng leong teratai mewah Gospel centre
chang siew hong Ampang Gospel centre
stephen lew Kepong Gospel chapel
n. thiran Kelana Jaya Gospel centre
Kwan Kow chuen sg. Way christian church
heng thin fook sg. Way christian church
philip ng port Klang Gospel hall

Middle row (L to r)
robert Quay Jalan imbi chapel
lian mung yee petra Gospel centre
Wong san tosh Jalan imbi chapel
yap Kok Keong subang Jaya Gospel centre
tang soon hong teratai mewah Gospel centre
ong hock chye bandar puchong Gospel centre
Wong sai Weng the life chapel
lim seok hoay cheras Gospel centre
Jimmy chok Gospel hall Kuala lumpur
mow Kam yeen bandar sunway Gospel centre

rear row (L to r)
calvin tan bangsar Gospel centre
rudy yeoh the life chapel
Allan yong Ampang Gospel centre
tan seng Kuan setapak Gospel centre
Wang leong heng setapak Gospel centrre
Anthony too Jalan imbi chapel
tan Kong beng subang Jaya Gospel centre
Dexter ng shah Alam Gospel centre
michael Goh Gospel hall Kuala lumpur
lim hon chew Jalan imbi chapel
Daniel chew ttDi Gospel centre
Kuek heng Kuang bandar puchong Gospel centre

continueD next pAGe
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chAirmAnship of KvAec

term assembly elder

1991–1994 bangsar Gospel centre n. thiran

1995–1996 the life chapel James Khoo

1997–1998 cheras Gospel centre lim seok hoay

1999–2000 petaing Jaya Gospel hall ong hock chye

2001–2002 Kepong Gospel chapel stephen lew

2003–2004 Ampang Gospel centre chang siew hong

2005–2006 Gospel hall Kuala lumpur michael Goh

2007–2008 melawati Gospel centre ng see yen

2009–2010 petra Gospel centre lian mung yee
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since his childhood, nyanen thiran has 
been associated with the assemblies, 
commencing with the sunday school and 
receiving christ as his personal saviour 
and lord in his youth. he was baptized 
in the taiping Gospel hall by elder Daniel 
Jevaraj on 21 August 1962.

thiran‘s first labour of love and service 
for the lord was, in the mid-1960s, when 
he was in the serdang college (now 
known as upm). he initiated the setting 
up of a student christian fellowship with 
the prayer support of chua Wee hian (the 
general secretary of fes, malaysia). the 
fellowship began with just five attending 
but by the end of two years just before 
he completed his studies, the fellowship 
had grown to about 40 and the college 
authority even authorized the use of its 
college bus to send the christians on 
sunday to Jalan imbi chapel (Jic) for the 
lord‘s supper.

his first posting was to Kuala Kangsar 
(perak) in 1968 for two years. he soon 
found himself managing (together with 
some of local believers) the medium-
sized sunday school of about 60-70 
children that was held each sunday in 
clifford school. in early 1970 he gladly 
handed the work over to William chee 
who still oversees the ministries there. 
thiran‘s next posting was to ipoh and this 
led him to move into batu Gajah to help 
Khor Khoon Wau. hence, thiran together 
with fun chen cheong (both bachelors 
then) helped in establishing the english 
work and maintaining the sunday school 
started by the Ditzers in the royal english 
school. the first lord‘s supper in english 
commenced in early 1971. initially the 
congregation members were all men.

between 1978 and 1981 when thiran 
was an elder of seremban Gospel chapel 
(sGc) he traveled regularly around the 
whole of negeri sembilan. seeing need 
for christian fellowship in Kuala pilah he 
began a christian fellowship group in a 
doctor‘s clinic there. he travelled every 
tuesday night to conduct bible study as 
well as to have fellowship with believers 
and non-believers who came. initially, the 
group started with three members and in 
less than a year the group grew to more 
than 20 people. however, with thiran‘s 
transfer back to Kuala lumpur most of 
the members moved on to join other local 
churches.

in1998 thiran discussed individually 
with many of assembly leaders regarding 
the possibility of organizing the first 
“Assembly leaders conference” where 
elders, deacons and ministry leaders 
could meet for fellowship, and interact 
with one another on current issues, 
proclamation of the gospel, training, 
oA missions and resources sharing. 
his initial initiative bore fruits when he 
was able to organize the first Assembly 
leaders‘ conference on 26th–28th 
April 1990 at hcc, where 102 persons 
attended. this resulted in greater 
cooperation amongst assemblies 
particularly in the areas of oA ministry 
and the training ministry. Additionally, in 
July 1990 he was able to bring together 
the oversights of Jic and the Kuala 
lumpur Gospel hall, together with some 
members of the christian brethren 
property trust, to settle amicably the 
issue of the Kl mission house in Jalan 
hang Jebat (Davidson road). finally, in 
1991, by the grace of God, he was able 
to bring together the Klang valley elders 
to meet once in three months to discuss 
assembly ministries and other matters 
related to collaboration, co-operation and 
sharing of assembly resources including 
visiting speakers, for greater growth and 
development of the lord‘s Kingdom. 

getting to Know n. thiran
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the Pioneers and their Vision

cameron highlands is renown for its 
cool and peaceful surroundings. the 
mountains, trees, flowers and fresh clean 
air make it an ideal place for rest and 
spiritual renewal.

in 1959, mr. sung chiew hoay, a pioneer 
of cameron highlands Gospel hall, 
managed to secure a piece of land for 
the church. it was the vision of the early 
pioneers to have a church building for 
worship and witness, a mission house 
for full-time Workers and christians to 
have a rest and a campsite for spiritual 
renewal of believers.

an example of vision and sacrifice 
moved by the Lord brought the 
dream into reality

one day, i visited a local christian farmer 
who had been giving regularly and 
generously to the hcc building fund. 
he invited me into his simple wooden 
house. everything inside was simple and 
i noticed that the house actually needed 
repair. Why was he giving so much to the 
hcc building fund where he would not 
even stay when the house he was staying 
needed repair? so i asked him, “Why are 
you giving to the hcc?” he told me this: 
“When i accepted Jesus christ, this was 
the most wonderful thing in my life. if i 

F r O M  a r O U n d  t H e  r e g i O n s

Highlands Christian Centre
by Chin Yean Leong

can, i would like to be a missionary to 
bring the life giving gospel of Jesus christ 
to others, but i cannot. i am a farmer and 
i only know how to plant. if i can, i would 
like to be a preacher, to teach the Word 
of God and build others up in their faith, 
but i cannot. i do not have the knowledge 
and ability. if i can, i will like to a sunday 
school teacher to teach children the 
truths of God while they are young, but 
i cannot. i do not have the skills and 
capabilities. i am a farmer, not a teacher. 
the hcc is a good thing. cameron 
highlands is a place many people want 
to come. God has given us this piece 

continueD next pAGe

the new mission house which will be ready soon.
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(l to r): mr. chin yean leong (present chairman), mr. Ang chui pek, mr. see Kah leong, 
mr randy chok, mr. Kodimani,  mr. paniselvam and mr. William tan. 
(not in photo): mr. cheah Wing choong, mr tiong Kian boon and mr. Andrew Kee

of land. When the hcc is built many 
camps and retreats will be held here. 
many will hear the gospel of Jesus christ 
and many will be saved. many will listen 
to the Word of God and be refreshed, 
strengthened and built up in their faith. 
tired missionaries and christians can 
rest here in the cool, beauty and peace of 
cameron highlands and be refreshed and 
go back ready to serve the lord. this is a 
very good thing. here is something i can 
do. i can give to the building of the hcc.”

over the years, thousands have used the 
hcc, heard the gospel, received Jesus 
christ as saviour, have been encouraged 
and built up in their faith, fellowshiped 
with other christians, and enjoyed the 
cool and beauty of cameron highlands. 
the rbs (residential bible school), o.A. 
camp, tamil camp, and many church and 
family camps were held here. thousands 
have used this place and have been 
blessed. 

for bookings, please contact:

bro. randy chok
tel: 05-4956487 / 012-5070398
e-mail: randychok@hotmail.com

Good food with good cooks : sister Kam yoke, the hcc cook, and mrs .chin
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the chins in cameron highlands

bro. chin yean leong is a retired District education officer of bentong District. he is active in 
preaching and occasionally ministers at temerloh Gospel chapel as well as cameron highlands 
Gospel hall where he had once served as an elder. he also teaches at Glo school, taiping. his 
other interest is in Gospel illusions in children’s ministry. bro. yean leong is also the current 
chairman of the highlands christian centre committee which is currently busy with the mission 
house project undertaken by cameron highlands Gospel hall.

bro. yean leong fellowshiped with malacca Gospel hall, cameron highlands Gospel hall 
(1969–1982) and temerloh Gospel chapel (1984–1989). he has been an elder with bentong 
Gospel centre since 1990.

bro. yean leong married his wife, chan siow hong, on 15th february 1969. they are blessed 
with a son, en tek who is married to constance and a daughter, en Ai.
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Date:
17th to 19th march 2011

venue:
Genting view resort, Genting highlands

trainer:
Alexander strauch
Author of the influential book,
Biblical Eldership—An Urgent Call to 
Restore Biblical Church
Leadership

Alexander strauch‘s other books include-
• Meetings that Work
• The New Testament Deacon:
 Minister of Mercy
• The Hospitality Commands
• Agape Leadership
• Men and Women: Equal Yet Different
• Love or Die

in order to better understand the felt 
leadership needs of our assemblies, 
cbsm conducted a nationwide survey 
in April 2010. the needs of the local 
assemblies, large and small are many 
and urgent. these common issues have 
been identified and will be addressed 
at this coming seminar. this coming—
biblical leadership training seminar—is 
intended not just for serving elders but 
also for deacons and other potential male 
leaders. God knows our needs and out 
of his love for our assemblies has put in 
place this critical seminar for out benefit.

Biblical eldership training seminar
Jointly Organized by CBsM & Jalan imbi Chapel

participants of Alexander strauch’s training seminar held in Jalan imbi chapel in 2009

U P C O M i n g  e V e n t s
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